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CONSTITUTION. 


Constitution, 

ADOPTED  IN   GENERAL  CONVENTION, 
IN  PHILADELPHIA,   OCTOBER,  1789. 


ARTICLE    1. 

There  shall  be  a  General  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  America  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  October,  in 
every  third  year,  from  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one  ;  and  in  such 
place  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Convention ; 
and  in  case  there  shall  be  an  epidemic  disease,  or 
any  other  good  cause  to  render  it  necessary  to  alter 
the  place  fixed  on  for  any  such  meeting  of  the  Con 
vention,  the  Presiding  Bishop  shall  have  it  in  his 
power  to  appoint  another  convenient  place  (as  near 
as  may  be  to  the  place  so  fixed  on)  for  the  holding 
of  such  Convention :  and  special  meetings  may 
be  called  at  other  times,  in  the  manner  hereafter 
to  be  provided  for ;  and  this  .Church,  in  a  majority 
of  the  Dioceses  which  shall  have  adopted  this  Con 
stitution,  shall  be  represented,  before  they  shall 
proceed  to  business  ;  except  that  the  representation 
from  two  Dioceses  shall  be  sufficient  to  adjourn ; 
and  in  all  business  of  the  Convention  freedom  of 
debate  shall  be  allowed. 

ARTICLE    2. 

The  Church  in  each  Diocese  shall  be  entitled  to 
a  representation  of  both  the  Clergy  and  the  Laity. 
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Such  representation  shall  consist  of  not  more  than 
four  Clergymen  and  four  Laymen,  communicants 
in  this  Church,  residents  in  the  Diocese,  and  chosen 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Convention  there 
of;  and  in  all  questions  when  required  by  the 
Clerical  or  Lay  representation  from  any  Diocese, 
each  Order  shall  have  one  vote ;  and  the  majority 
of  suffrages  by  Dioceses  shall  be  conclusive  in  each 
Order,  provided  such  majority  comprehend  a  ma 
jority  of  the  Dioceses  represented  in  that  Order. 
The  concurrence  of  both  Orders  shall  be  neces 
sary  to  constitute  a  vote  of  the  House  of  Deputies. 
If  the  Convention  of  any  Diocese  should  neglect 
or  decline  to  appoint  Clerical  Deputies,  or  if  they 
should  neglect  or  decline  to  appoint  Lay  Deputies, 
or  if  any  of  those  ofeither  Order  appointed  should 
neglect  to  attend,  or  be  prevented  by  sickness  or  any 
other  accident,  such  Diocese  shall  nevertheless  be 
considered  as  duly  represented  by  such  Deputy  or 
Deputies  as  may  attend,  whether  Lay  or  Clerical. 
And  if,  through  the  neglect  of  the  Convention  of 
any  of  the  Churches  which  shall  have  adopted  or 
may  hereafter  adopt  this  Constitution,  no  Deputies, 
either  Lay  or  Clerical,  should  attend  at  any  Gen 
eral  Convention,  the  Church  in  such  Diocese  shall 
nevertheless  be  bound  by  the  acts  of  such  Con 
vention. 

ARTICLE    3. 

The  Bishops  of  this  Church,  when  there  shall 
be  three  or  more,  shall,  whenever  General  Conven 
tions  are  held,  form  a  separate  House,  with  a  right 
to  originate  and  propose  acts  for  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  of  Deputies  composed  of  Clergy  and 
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Laity  ;  and  when  any  proposed  act  shall  have  passed 
the  House  of  Deputies,  the  same  shall  be  transmit 
ted  to  the  House  of  Bishops,  who  shall  have  a  neg 
ative  thereupon ;  and  all  aets  of  the  Convention 
shall  be  authenticated  by  both  Houses.  And  in  all 
cases  the  House  of  Bishops  shall  signify  to  the 
House  of  Deputies  their  approbation  or  disapproba 
tion  (the  latter  with  their  reasons  in  writing)  within 
three  days  after  the  proposed  act  shall  have  been 
reported  to  them  for  concurrence ;  and  in  failure 
thereof,  it  shall  have  the  operation  of  a  law.  But 
until  there  shall  be  three  or  more  Bishops,  as  afore 
said,  any  Bishop  attending  a  General  Convention 
shall  be  a  member  ex  officio,  and  shall  vote  with  the 
Clerical  Deputies  of  the  Diocese  to  which  he  be 
longs  ;  ah  1  a  Bishop  shall  then  preside. 

AETICLE    4. 

The  Bishop  or  Bishops  in  every  Diocese  shall  be 
chosen  agreeably  to  such  rules  as  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  Convention  of  that  Diocese  ;  and  every  Bishop 
of  this  Church  shall  confine  the  exercise  of  his  Epis 
copal  Office  to  his  proper  Diocese,  unless  requested 
to  ordain,  or  confirm,  or  perform  any  other  act  of 
the  Episcopal  Office  in  another  Diocese  by  the 
Ecclesiastical  Authority  thereof. 

ARTICLE    5. 

A  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  any  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  Territory  thereof,  not  now 
represented,  may,  at  anytime  hereafter,  be  admit 
ted  on  acceding  to  this  Constitution ;  and  a  new 
Diocese,  to  be  formed  from  one  or  more  existing 
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Dioceses,  maybe  admitted  under  the  following  re 
strictions,  viz. :  — 

No  new  Diocese  shall  be  formed  or  erected  with 
in  the  limits  of  any  other  Diocese,  nor  shall  any 
Diocese  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more 
Dioceses,  or  parts  of  Dioceses,  unless  with  the  con 
sent  of  the  Bishop  and  Convention  of  each  of  the 
Dioceses^concerncd,  as  well  as  of  the  General  Con 
vention,  and  such  consent  shall  not  be  given  by  the 
General  Convention  until  it  has  satisfactory  assur 
ance  of  a  suitable  provision  for  the  support  of  the 
Episcopate  in  the  contemplated  new  Diocese. 

No  such  new  Diocese  shall  bo  formed  which 
shall  contain  less  than  six  Parishes,  or  less  than  six 
Presbyters  who  have  been  for  at  least  one  year 
canon ically  resident  within  the  bounds  of  such 
new  Diocese,  regularly  settled  in  a  Parish  or  Con 
gregation,  and  qualified  to  vote  for  a  Bishop.  Nor 
shall  such  new  Diocese  be  formed  if  thereby  any 
existing  Diocese  shall  be  so  reduced  as  to  contain 
less  than  twelve  Parishes,  or  less  than  twelve  Pres 
byters  who  have  been  residing  therein  and  settled 
and  qualified  as  above  mentioned  :  provided,  that 
no  city  shall  form  more  than  one  Diocese. 

In  case  one  Diocese  shall  be  divided  into  two  or 
more  Dioceses,  the  Diocesan  of  the  Diocese  divided 
may  elect  the  one  to  which  he  will  be  attached,  and 
shall  thereupon  become  the  Diocesan  thereof;  and 
the  Assistant  Bishop,  if  there  be  one,  may  elect  the 
one  to  which  he  will  be  attached  ;  and  if  it  be  not 
the  one  elected  by  the  Bishop,  he  shall  be  the  Dio 
cesan  thereof. 

Whenever  the  division  of  a  Diocese  into  two  or 
more  Dioceses  shall  be  ratified  by  the  General  Con- 
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vcntion,  each  of  the  Dioceses  shall  be  subject  to 
the  Constitution  and  Canons  of  the  Diocese  so 
divided,  except  as  local  circumstances  may  prevent, 
until  the  same  maybe  altered  in  either  Diocese  by 
the  Convention  thereof.  And  whenever  a  Diocese 
shall  be  formed  out  of  two  or  more  existing  Dio 
ceses,  the  new  Diocese  shall  be  subject  to  the  Con 
stitution  and  Canons  of  that  one  of  the  said  existing 
Dioceses  to  which  the  greater  number  of  Clergy 
men  shall  have  belonged  prior  to  the  erection  of 
such  new  Diocese,  until  the  same  may  be  altered 
by  the  Convention  of  the  new  Diocese. 

ARTICLE    6. 

The  mode  of  trying  Bishops  shall  be  provided 
by  the  General  Convention.  The  Court  appointed 
for  that  purpose  shall  be  composed  of  Bishops  only. 
In  every  Diocese,  the  mode  of  trying  Presbyters 
and  Deacons  may  be  instituted  by  the  Convention 
of  the  Diocese.  None  but  a  Bishop  stall  pro 
nounce  sentence  of  admonition,  suspension,  or  deg 
radation  from  the  Ministry,  on  any  Clergyman, 
whether  Bishop,  Presbyter,  or  Deacon. 

ARTICLE    7. 

No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  Holy  Orders  until 
he  shall  have  been  examined  by  the  Bishop,  and  by 
two  Presbyters,  and  shall  have  exhibited  such  tes 
timonials  and  other  requisites  as  the  Canons,  in 
that  case  provided,  may  direct.  Nor  shall  any 
person  be  ordained  until  he  shall  have  subscribed 
the  following  declaration  :  — 

I  do  believe  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa 
ment  to  be  the  Word  of  God,  and  to  contain  all  things  neces- 
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sary  to  salvation ;  and  I  do  solemnly  engage  to  conform  to  the 
Doctrines  and  Worship  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  United  States. 

No  person  ordained  by  a  foreign  Bishop  shull  be 
permitted  to  officiate  as  a  Minister  of  this  Church, 
until  he  shall  have  complied  with  the  Canon  or 
Canons  in  that  case  provided,  and  have  also  sub 
scribed  ^thc  aforesaid  Declaration. 


ARTICLE    8. 

A  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  Administration  of 
the  Sacraments,  and  other  Rites  and  Ceremo 
nies  of  the  Church,  Articles  of  Religion,  and  a 
Form  and  Manner  of  making,  ordaining,  and  con 
secrating  Bishops,  Priests,  and  Deacons,  when 
established  by  this  or  a  future  General  Conven 
tion,  shall  be  used  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  those  Dioceses  which  shall  have  adopted 
this  Constitution.  No  alteration  or  addition  shall 
be  made  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  or  other 
Offices  of  the  Church,  or  the  Articles  of  Religion, 
unless  the  same  shall  be  proposed  iii  one  General 
Convention,  and  by  a  resolve  thereof  niMCu  known 
to  the  Convention  of  every  Diocese,  and  adopted 
at  the  subsequent  General  Convention.  Provided, 
however,  That  the  General  Convention  shall  have 
power,  from  time  to  time,  to  amend  the  Lection- 
ary;  but  no  act  for  this  purpose  shall  be  valid 
which  is  not  voted  for  by  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  Bishops  entitled  to  seats  in  the  House 
of  Bishops,  and  by  a  majority  of  all  the  Dioceses 
entitled  to  representation  in  the  House  of  Dep 
uties. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE    9. 

This  Constitution  skull  be  unalterable,  unless  in 
General  Convention,  by  the  Church,  in  a  majority 
of  the  Dioceses  which  may  have  adopted  the  same  ; 
and  all  alterations  shall  be  first  proposed  in  one 
General  Convention,  and  made  known  to  the  sev 
eral  Diocesan  Conventions,  before  they  shall  be 
finally  agreed  to,  or  ratified,  in  the  ensuing  Gen 
eral  Convention. 

ARTICLE    10. 

Bishops  for  foreign  countries,  on  due  application 
therefrom,  may  be  consecrated,  with  the  appro 
bation  of  the  Bishops  of  this  Church,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  signified  to  the  Presiding  Bishop;  he 
thereupon  taking  order  for  the  same,  and  they  being 
satisfied  that  the  person  designated  for  the  office 
has  been  duly  chosen,  and  properly  qualified  :  the 
Order  of  Consecration  to  be  conformed,  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Bishops,  to  the 
one  used  in  this  Church.  Such  Bishops,  so  conse 
crated,  shall  not  be  eligible  to  the  Office  of  Diocesan, 
or  Assistant  Bishop,  in  any  Diocese  in  the  United 
States,  nor  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of 
Bishops,  nor  exercise  any  Episcopal  authority  in 
said  States. 

Done  in  the  General  Convention  of  the  Bishops, 
Clergy,  and  Laity  of  the  Church,  the  2d  day 
of  October,  1789. 

NOTE. — When  the  Constitution  was  originally 
adopted,  in  August,  1789,  the  first  Article  provid 
ed  that  the  triennial  Convention  should  be  held 
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on  the  first  Tuesday  in  August.  At  the  adjourned 
meeting  of  the  Convention,  held  in  Oetober  of  the 
same  year,  it  was  provided  that  the  second  Tuesday 
in  September,  in  every  third  year,  should  be  the 
time  of  meeting.  The  time  was  again  changed  to 
the  third  Tuesday  in  May,  by  the  General  Conven 
tion  of  1804. 

Tha  first  Article  was  put  into  its  present  form  at 
the  General  Convention  of  1841. 

The  second  Article  was  put  into  its  present  form 
at  the  General  Convention  of  1856. 

The  third  Article  was  so  altered  by  the  General 
Convention  of  1808,  as  to  give  the  House  of  Bish 
ops  a  full  veto  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
House. 

The  fourth  Article-was  put  into  its  present  form 
at  the  General  Convention  of  1874. 

The  fifth  Article  was  put  into  its  present  form 
at  the  General  Convention  of  1871. 

The  sixth  Article  was  put  into  its  present  form 
at  the  General  Convention  of  1841. 

The  second  sentence  of  the  eighth  Article  was 
adopted  at  the  General  Convention  of  1811. 

The  words  "  or  the  Articles  of  Religion  "  -vere 
added  to  the  eighth  Article  by  the  Genera.:  Con 
vention  of  1829. 

The  third  sentence  of  the  eighth  Article  was 
adopted  at  the  General  Convention  of  1877. 

The  tenth  Article  was  finally  agreed  to,  and  rati 
fied,  in  the  General  Convention  of  1844. 

The  Convention  of  1838  adopted  the  following 
alterations,  to  wit :  — 

Striking  out  the  word  "  States  "  wherever  it  oc- 
durred  in  the  first  and  second^Articles,  except  where 


CONSTITUTION, 


it  followed  the  word  "  United  "  in  the  first  part  of 
the  first  Article,  and  inserting  in  lieu  of  the  word 
"  States"  the  word  "  Dioceses."  Striking  out  the 
word  "  States  "  wherever  it  occurred  in  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  Articles,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  word  "Dioceses." 

Striking  out  the  words  "  or  district "  in  the  fourth 
Article. 

Striking  out  the  word  "  State  "  in  the  sixth  Ar 
ticle,  and  inserting  the  word  "  Diocese." 

Striking  out  the  word  "  States  "  in  the  eighth 
Article,  and  inserting  the  word  "Dioceses";  and 
in  the  eighth  Article  striking  out  the  words  "  or 
State  "  after  the  words  "  every  Diocese." 

Striking  out  the  word  "States"  in  the  ninth  Ar 
ticle,  and  inserting  the  word  "Dioceses."  Striking 
out  the  word  "  State  "  in  the  ninth  Article,  and  in 
serting  the  word  "  Diocesan." 

The  words  "  House  of  Deputies "  were  substi 
tuted  for  the  word  "Convention  '  in  the  four 
teenth  line  of  the  second  Article,  and  in  the  twelfth 
line  of  the  third  Article,  at  the  General  Conven 
tion  of  1886. 
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CANONS    1   AND   2. 


I  i,  ii. 


OF  THE   ORDERS   IN  THE   MINISTRY,  AND   OF  THE 
DOCTRINE  AND   WORSHIP  OF  THE  CHURCH. 


CANON    1. 

Of  the  Orders  of  Ministry  in  this  Church. 

IN  this  Church  there  shall  always  be  three  Orders 
in  the  Ministry,  namely :  Bishops,  Priests,  and 
Deacons.* 

CANON    2. 

Of  the  Admission  of  Persons   as  Candidates  for 

Holy  Orders. 

§  i.  All  persons  seeking  admission  to  the  Minis 
try  of  this  Church  are  to  be  regarded  as  Candidates 
for  Holy  Orders,  or  as  Postulants  for  admission  to 
Candidateship.b 

§  ii.  [1.]  Every  person  desiring  to  be  admitted 
Candidate  for  Holy  Orders  is,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  consult  his  immediate  Spiritual  Pastor  or  Rector, 
setting  before  him,  freely  and  fully,  the  grounds  of 
his  desire  for  admission  to  the  Ministry,  together 
with  such  circumstances  in  his  personal  constitu 
tion,  relations,  and  position,  as  may  bear  on  his 
qualifications,  or  tend  to  affect  his  course  of  prep 
aration. 

*  Adopted  in  1789.    Canon  1,  1832. 
b  §  i,  Canon  3,  1856;  as  amended,  1871. 
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[2.]  If  counselled  to  persevere  in  his  intention, 
such  person  shall  then,  with  letter  of  approval  and 
introduction  from  the  Pastor  or  Rector,  personally, 
if  possible,  or  by  letter,  give  notice  of  his  intention 
to  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  statinoywhether  he 
has  ever  applied  for  admission  as  a  Candidate  in 
any  other  Diocese  ;  (2)  whether  he  is  prepared  at 
once  to  apply  for  recommendation  to  be  admitted 
Candidate  ;  (3)  or,  if  not  so  prepared,  where  he  pro 
poses  to  prosecute  preparatory  studies,  and  whether 
he  expects  or  desires  aid  in  such  studies  while  a 
Postulant ;  and  (4)  the  time  and  place  of  his  Bap 
tism,  Confirmation,  and  first  Communion :  Pro 
vided,  however,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
prevent  the  Bishop,  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  him 
self,  from  receiving  such  application  and  notice, 
without  such  letter  of  approval  and  introduction, 
if  the  same,  when  applied  for,  be  not  given  by 
such  Pastor  or  Rector.* 

[  3.]  Such  notice  must  be  given  to  the  Bishop  of 
the  Diocese  in  which  the  person  is  actually  resident, 
and  can  be  received  by  none  other.5 

[4.]  A  Bishop  may,  at  his  discretion,  permit 
the  transfer  of  such  application  to  the  Bishop  of 
another  Diocese,  for  reasons  seeming  to  him  to 
justify  such  transfer.5 

[5 .  ]  A  Bishop  may  not  receive  such  application 
from  a  person  who  has  been  refused  admission  as  a 
Candidate  in  any  other  Diocese,  or  who,  having 
been  admitted,  has  afterward  ceased  to  be  a  Candi- 

•  §  ii,  Canon  3,  1856;  as  amended,  1871. 
b  §  iv,  Canon  3, 1856;  as  amended,  1871. 
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date,  until  ho  shall  have  caused  such  person  to  pro 
duce  a  certificate  from  the  Bishop  in  whose  Dio 
cese  he  has  been  refused  admission,  or  has  been  a 
Candidate,  declaring  the  cause  of  refusal,  or  of  ces 
sation  of  Candidateship  ;  and  such  certificate  shall 
be  laid  before  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Dio 
cese  in  which  such  second  application  shall  be 
made.a 

[  6 .  ]  A  Standing  Committee ,  acting  under  canon 
ical  provision  as  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of  a 
Diocese,  in  vacancy,  or  for  other  causes,  shall  be 
competent  to  receive  and  do  all  assigned  to  the 
Bishop  in  the  foregoing  clauses.5 

§  iii.  [1.]  The  Postulant  for  admission  to  Can 
didateship  may  at  any  time,  after  application  to  the 
Bishop  duly  made,  apply  to  the  Standing  Commit 
tee  of  the  Diocese  for  recommendation  to  the 
Bishop  for  admission. as  a  Candidate.5 

[2.]  In  order  thereto,  he  shall,  with  his  applica 
tion,  lay  before  the  Committee  testimonials,  in  the 
following  words : 

"We,  whose  names  are  hereunder  written,  testify,  from  our 
personal  knowledge  and  belief,  that  A.  B.  is  pious,  sober,  and 
honest;  that  he  is  attached  to  the  doctrine,  discipline,  and 
worship  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  that  he  is  a 
Communicant  of  the  said  Church  in  good  standing ;  and  do 
furthermore  declare  that,  in  our  opinion,  he  possesses  such 
qualifications  as  fit  him  for  entrance  on  a  course  of  prepara 
tion  for  the  Holy  Ministry. o 

[3.]  Such  testimonials  shall  be  signed  either  by 
the  Eector  and  a  majority  of  the  Vestry  of  the 

•  §  ii,  Canon  3,  1856;  as  amended,  1871.  b  Added,  1871. 

« §  v,  Canon  4,  1856;  as  amended,  1871. 
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Parish  or  Congregation  to  which  the  Postulant  may 
belong,  said  Vestry  being  duly  convened,  and  this 
fact  being  explicitly  stated  on  the  face  of  the  testi 
monials,  or,  in  circumstances  justifying  such  alter 
native,  by  at  least  one  Presbyter  and  four  respect 
able  Daymen,  Communicants  of  the  Protestant  Epis 
copal  Church. a 

[4.]  The  Standing  Committee  shall  be  sole  judge 
of  the  propriety  of  receiving  testimonials  signed  by 
others  than  a  Rector  and  Vcstry.b 

[5.]  A  majority  of  members  of  a  Standing  Com 
mittee  having  the  requisite  personal  knowledge  of 
a  Postulant  for  recommendation,  may,  at  the  dis 
cretion  of  the  Committee,  dispense  with  the  pres 
entation  of  testimonials  by  a  Rector  and  Vestry, 
or  by  others  of  the  Clergy  and  Laity.b 

[6.]  The  Standing  Committee,  on  the  receipt  of 
such  testimonials,  or,  in  its  discretion,  on  the  per 
sonal  knowledge  of  its  members,  being  duly  satis 
fied  that  there  is  not  sufficient  objection  on  grounds 
either  physical,  intellectual,  moral,  or  religious,  may 
proceed  to  recommend  a  Postulant  for  admission  to 
Candidateship,  by  a  certificate  bearing  the  signa 
tures  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  the  Com 
mittee,  and  addressed  to  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese, 
in  the  following  words : 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunder  written,  do  certify  that 
(from  personal  knowledge,  or  from  testimonials  laid  before 
us,  as  the  case  may  be)  we  believe  that  A.  B.  is  pious,  sober, 
and  honest;  that  he  is  attached  to  the  doctrine,  discipline, 
and  worship  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  that  he 

»§  v,  Canon  4,  1856;  as  amended,  1871. 
"Added,  1871. 
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is  a  Communicant  of  the  said  Church  in  good  standing;  and 
do  furthermore  declare  that,  in  our  opinion,  he  possesses  such 
qualifications  as  fit  him  for  entrance  on  a  course  of  prepara 
tion  for  the  Holy  Ministry.* 

[7  ]  In  the  action  of  the  Bishop  on  the  first  ap 
plication  of  any  Postulant  for  admission  to  Candi- 
dateship,  and  in  that  of  the  Standing  Committee  on 
application  for  its  recommendatory  certificate,  it  is 
always  understood,  and  it  is  also  at  proper  oppor 
tunities  to  be  made  known  to  every  Candidate,  for 
whatever  Order  of  the  Ministry,  and  enforced  upon 
his  consideration,  that  the  Church  expects  of  all 
such  Candidates  what  can  never  be  brought  to  the 
test  of  any  outward  standard,  —  an  inward  fear 
and  worship  of  Almighty  God,  a  love  of  religion 
and  a  sensibility  to  its  holy  influences,  a  habit  of 
devout  affection,  and,  in  short,  a  cultivation  of  all 
those  graces  which  are  called  in  Scripture  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit,  and  by  which  alone  His  sacred 
influences  can  be  manifested. b 

§  iv.  [1.]  Upon  receipt  of  a  certificate  from  the 
Standing  Committee,  recommending  a  Postulant 
for  admission  to  Candidateship,  the  Bishop  shall 
require  such  Postulant  to  make  signification  of  his 
intention,  whether  it  be  to  become  a  Candidate  for 
the  office  and  ministration  of  a  Deacon  only,  or  to 
be  a  Candidate  for  the  the  Priesthood  also.c 

[2.]  If  the  Postulant  desires  to  be  Candidate 
for  Priesthood,  as  well  as  for  the  Diacouate,  he 

•  §  iii,  Canon  3,  1856;  as  amended,  187L 
b  §  v,  Canon  3, 1836;  as  amended,  1871. 

•  Section  adopted,  1871. 


A  cultivation  of  the 

fruits  of  t/tp.  .^/>irit 
expected  of  Postu- 
'  nits  and  Candi 
dates. 


Postulant  to  signi 
fy  intention. 


Diploma, 


t 


21 


Citle  I. 


CANON    2. 


§iv. 


or  Examination. 


Admission  anil 
Jifcortt  on   (Jtindi- 
date  for  Priest's 
Orders 


tuffirifnt  for  Can- 
didnle»hip  for  the 
Uiuco/tate. 


Tcrtu  to  be  nn- 
»i<jimd  by  JJishop. 


Of  the  Admission  of  Candidates  for  Holy  Orders. 


must  lay  before  the  Bishop  a  satisfactory  diploma, 
or  other  satisfactory  evidence,  that  he  is  a  grad 
uate  in  arts  of  some  university  or  college  in  which 
the  learned  languages  are  duly  studied ;  and  if  the 
Bishop  be  not  fully  satisfied  of  the  sufficiency  of 
such  diploma,  he  may  remit  the  same,  for  considera 
tion  and  advice,  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Diocese.* 

[3.]  But  if  the  Postulant  desiring  to  be  Candi 
date  for  the  Priesthood  be  not  a  graduate  as  afore 
said,  he  shall  be  remitted  by  the  Bishop  to  the 
Examiners  of  Candidates  for  Priesthood,  for  exam 
ination  as  prescribed  in  the  Canon  of  Examina 
tions.  In  a  case  of  emergency,  the  Bishop  may 
appoint  any  two  or  more  learned  Presbyters  to 
hold  such  examination.* 

[4.]  On  satisfactory  evidence  of  a  degree  in 
arts,  or  report  of  satisfaction  by  examiners,  the 
Bishop  may,  after  personal  conference  with  the 
Postulant,  admit  him  to  be  a  Candidate  for 
Priest's  Orders,  and  shall  thereupon  record  his 
name,  with  the  date  of  admission,  and  such  other 
particulars  as  may  be  deemed  expedient,  in  a  book 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  forthwith  give  the 
Candidate  written  notice  of  such  record.5 

[5 .  ]  Such  admission  and  notification  of  a  Candi 
date  for  Priesthood  is  his  sufficient  admission  as 
Candidate  for  the  Diaconate,  from  the  date  of  such 
admission  and  record. b 

[G.]  With  the  notification  of  his  admission, 
every  Candidate  for  Priest's  Orders  shall  also  re- 
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ceive  from  the  Bishop  the  assignment  of  texts  of 
Scripture,  upon  which  he  is  expected  to  prepare 
discourses  for  presentation  at  his  examinations.* 

§  v.  [1.]  A  Postulant  for  admission  to  Candidate- 
ship  desiring  to  become  Candidate  for  the  office  and 
ministration  of  a  Deacon  only,  must  present  to  the 
Bishop,  at  the  time  of  signification  of  such  desire, 
certificates  from  two  or  more  learned  Presbyters, 
that  on  their  personal  knowledge  of  him,  and  act 
ual  examination  for  further  satisfaction,  they  deem 
him  to  possess  such  personal  qualifications,  and  to 
have  attained  such  proficiency  in  the  English  lan 
guage  and  learning,  and  in  particular  in  the  art  of 
reading  aloud,  and  such  general  acquaintance  with 
the  Holy  Scriptures  and  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  as  justify  the  expectation  of  his  usefulness 
in  the  office  of  Deacon,  when  thereto  admitted, 
after  due  trial  and  preparation  in  his  Candidateship  : 
Provided,  always,  that  in  the  case  of  a  Postulant 
proposing  to  minister  in  a^  congregation  worship 
ping  in  a  language  other  than  English,  testimony 
of  proficiency  in  the  English  language  maybe  dis 
pensed  with.a 

[2.]  The  Bishop,  on  receipt  of  such  certificates, 
may  admit  a  Postulant  recommended  by  the  Stand 
ing  Committee  as  a  Candidate  for  Deacon's  Or 
ders,  and  shall  thereupon  record  his  name,  with  the 
date  of  admission,  and  the  names  of  the  Presby 
ters  signing  such  Certificate,  in  a  book  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose,  and  notify  the  Candidate  of  such 
record." 

•  Subsections  enacted,  1871. 
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[3.]  A  Candidate  for  Deacon's  Orders  may 
become  a  Candidate  for  PriesCs  Orders  by  signi 
fying  to  the  Bishop  his  desire  to  be  admitted  such 
Candidate,  complying  with  the  provisions  of  Sec 
tion  iv  of  this  Canon,  and  obtaining  from  the 
Bishops  admission  and  entry  in  the  proper  record. 
His  Caudidateship  shall  then  date  from  the  time 
of  such  admission  and  entry,  as  notified  by  the 
Bishop.* 

[4.  i  A  Deacon  may  be  admitted  Candidate  for 
Priest's  Orders  in  the  same  manner.* 

§  vi.  [1.]  When  a  Postulant  for  admission  as  a 
Candidate  for  Priest's  Orders  wishes  a  knowledge 
of  the  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew  languages,  and 
other  branches  of  learning  not  strictly  ecclesias 
tical,  to  be  dispensed  with,  he  shall  communicate 
his  wish  to  the  Bishop. b 

[2.]  If  the  Bishop,  on  consideration  of  the  cir 
cumstances  of  his  case,  encourage  him  to  proceed, 
he  shall  procure  and  lay  before  the  Standing  Com 
mittee  a  testimonial,  signed  by  at  least  two  Pres 
byters  of  this  Church,  certifying  that  in  their 
opinion  the  Postulant  possesses  extraordinary 
strength  of  natural  understanding,  a  peculiar  apti 
tude  to  teach,  and  a  large  share  of  prudence,  and 
adding  any  other  reason  for  dispensation  which 
they  may  believe  to  exist. b 

[3.]  On  the  receipt  of  such  testimonial,  the 
Standing  Committee,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  all 

*  §  i,  CanonS,  1856;  as  amended,  1871. 
b»  Subsections  enacted,  1871. 
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the  members  thereof,  may  proceed  to  recommend 
the  applicant  to  the  Bishop  for  the  dispensation 
asked. a 

[4.]  The  Bishop  may  thereupon  grant  to  the 
applicant  a  certificate  of  the  dispensation  required, 
for  exhibition  to  his  examiners.11 

[5.]  The  Bishop  shall  have  the  sole  discretion 
of  dispensation  with  a  knowledge  of  the  Hebrew 
language,  in  the  case  of  any  Candidate  satisfactorily 
showing  that  its  attainment  by  him  is  impracticable, 
and  the  Bishop's  certificate  of  such  dispensation 
shall  exempt  the  bearer  from  examination  on  that 
subject  only.a 


§  vii.  [1.]  A  person  not  having  had  Episcopal 
Ordination,  but  acknowledged  as  an  Ordained 
Minister  or  Licentiate  in  any  other  denomination 
of  Christians,  may  become  a  Candidate  for  Holy 
Orders  in  this  Church. 

[2.]  Such  person  must  give  notice  of  his  desire 
to  become  Candidate  to  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese 
in  which  he  may  be  resident,  stating,  1st,  whether 
he  has  applied  for  admission  as  Candidate  in  any 
other  Diocese  ;  and,  2d,  the  ground  and  reasons  of 
his  desire  ;  and,  3d,  furnishing  sufficient  evidence 
of  his  standing  in  the  denomination  in  which  he 
has  been  Minister  or  Licentiate. 

[3.]  With  the  aforesaid  notice  of  desire  must  be 
forwarded  a  written  certificate  from  at  least  two 
Presbyters  of  this  Church,  stating  that,  from  per 
sonal  knowledge  of  the  Postulant,  or  from  satisfac- 

•  Subsections  enacted,  1871. 
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tory  evidence  laid  before  them,  they  believe  that 
his  desire  to  leave  the  denomination  to  which  he 
belonged  has  not  arisen  from  any  circumstance  un 
favorable  to  his  moral  or  religious  character,  or  on 
account  of  which  it  may  be  inexpedient  to  admit 
him  to  the  exercise  of  the  Ministry  in  this  Church  ; 
and  they  may  also  add  what  they  know,  or  believe 
on  good  authority,  of  the  circumstances  leading  to 
the  said  desire. 

[4.J  If,  on  receipt  of  such  notice  and  certificate, 
the  Bishop  authorize  further  procedure,  the  Postu 
lant  may  apply  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Diocese  for  recommendation  ;  in  order  to  which  he 
must  lay  before  the  Committee,  — 

(1)  A  testimonial  from  at  least  twelve  members 
of  the   denomination  from  which   he  comes,   or 
twelve    members    of   the    Protestant    Episcopal 
Church,  or  twelve  persons — in  part  of  the  de 
nomination  from  which  he  comes,  and  in  part  of 
this  Church  —  satisfactory  to  the  Committee,  cer 
tifying  that  the  Postulant  has,  for  three  years  last 
past,  lived  piously,  soberly,  and  honestly ;  and 

(2)  A  testimonial  from  at  least  two  Presbyters 
of  this  Church,  certifying  that  they  believe  the 
Postulant  to  be  pious,  sober,  and  honest,  and  sin 
cerely  attached  to   the   doctrine,    discipline,  and 
worship  of  the  Church  ;  and  that,  in  their  opinion, 
he  possesses  such  qualifications  as  fit  him  for  use 
fulness  in  this  Church. 

[5.]  The  Standing  Committee  and  Bishop  may 
then  proceed  as  provided  for  in  Section  iii  and 
Section  iv  of  this  Canon.* 

•  §§  viii,  ix,  CanonS,  1856;  as  amended,  1871. 
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[6.]  Should  the  Postulant,  applying  as  an  or 
dained  Minister  or  Licentiate  of  another  denomi 
nation,  not  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  the 
Bishop  to  whom  application  is  made  shall  require 
of  him,  with  the  notice  of  his  intent  to  become  a 
Candidate,  satisfactory  evidence  that  he  has  at  that 
time  resided  at  least  one  year  in  the  United  States.11 

[7.]  But  should  such  Postulant  apply  on  the 
ground  of  a  call  to  a  Church  in  which  Divine  Ser- 

o 

vice  is  celebrated  in  a  foreign  language,  (1)  the 
foregoing  requisition  may  be  dispensed  with ;  and 
(2)  it  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  Bishop  and 
Standing  Committee  to  dispense  with  the  testimo 
nials  required  in  Section  ii  and  Section  iii  of  this 
Canon,  and  to  accept  and  act  upon  such  other  evi 
dence  as  in  the  nature  of  the  case  may  be  obtain 
able,  and  shall  seem  to  their  judgment  fully 
equivalent;  and  (3)  in  such  case  an  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Standing  Committee,  at  a  meeting  duly 
convened,  shall  be  requisite  :  Provided,  also,  that 
the  Postulant  shall  be  required  to  produce  to  the 
Bishop  a  certificate,  signed  by  at  least  four  re 
spectable  members  of  this  Church,  testifying  to 
the  authenticity  and  credibility  of  the  written 
evidences  of  his  religious,  moral,  and  literary 
qualifications ;  which  certificate  shall  also  be  laid 
before  the  Standing  Committee. b 

§  viii.  In  any  case  when  the  Standing  Com 
mittee  is  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of  the  Diocese, 

•  §  ix,  Canon  3,  1856;  as  amended,  1871. 

b  A  paragraph  of  Canon  24,  of  1832;  as  amended,  1871. 
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such  Committee  shall  be  competent  to  receive  and 
do  all  assigned  to  the  Bishop  in  Section  iii,  Section 
iv,  and  Section  vi  of  this  Canon. 

§  ix.  The  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  for  the  pur 
poses  of  this  and  other  Canons  relating  to  Candi 
dates  and  Ordinations,  shall  be  understood,  in  cases 
so  requiring,  to  signify  an  Assistant  Bishop,  when 
so  empowered  under  Canon  15,  Section  v  of  Title 
I,  a  Provisional  Bishop,  a  Missionary  Bishop,  and 
any  other  Bishop  canonically  in  charge  of  a  Dio 
cese,  Missionary  District,  or  Congregation  in 
foreign  parts. 

§  x.  [I.]  The  provisions  of  this  and  other  Canons 
respecting  Candidates  for  Holy  Orders,  extend  to 
persons  coming  from  places  in  the  United  States 
in  which  the  Constitution  of  this  Church  has  not 
been  acceded  to,  equally  with  others. 

[2.]  Any  such  person  shall  apply  for  recommen 
dation  (Section  iii)  to  the  Standing  Committee  of 
the  Diocese  of  the  Bishop  to  whom  his  notice  of 
intention  has  been  given. 
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§  i.  [1.]  The  superintendence  of  a  Candidate  for 
Holy  Orders,  and  direction  of  his  theological 
studies,  pertain  to  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese. 

[2.]  In  a  Diocese,  vacant  or  otherwise  canoni 
cally  under  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of  the 
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Standing  Committee,  the  Clerical  Members  of  such 
Committee  shall  exercise  said  superintendence  and 
direction. 

[3.]  Care  shall  be  taken  that  the  Candidate  shall 
pursue  his  studies  diligently,  and  under  proper 
direction ;  and  that  he  do  not  indulge  in  any  vain 
or  trilling  conduct,  or  in  any  amusements  most 
likely  to  be  abused  to  licentiousness,  or  unfavorable 
to  that  seriousness,  and  to  those  pious  and  studious 
habits,  which  become  a  person  preparing  for  the 
Holy  Ministry.* 

§  ii.  [1.]  A  Candidate  once  admitted  must  re 
main  in  connection  with  the  Diocese  in  which  he 
has  been  admitted  until  his  ordination,  except  as 
hereinafter  provided. 

[2.]  Letters  of  dismission  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
any  other  Bishop  of  this  Church  may  be  given  him 
by  the  Bishop,  upon  actual  change  of  residence,  or 
for  other  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  established  as 
such  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Bishop. 

[3.]  The  convenience  of  attending  any  theolog 
ical  or  other  seminary  shall  not  be  held  to  be  such 
sufficient  reason  or  ground  of  change  of  residence.1* 

§  iii.  A  Candidate  for  Holy  Orders  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  accept  from  any  Diocesan  Convention  an 
appointment  as  a  Lay  Deputy  to  the  House  of 
Deputies  of  the  General  Convention.0 

•  §  xi,  Canon  3,  1856;  as  amended,  1871. 

b  §§  xiv,  xv,  Canon  3,  1856;  as  amended,  1871. 

•  §  xiii,  Canon  3,  1856;  aa  amended,  1871. 
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§  iv.  [1.]  A  Candidate  for  Holy  Orders  maybe 
licensed  by  the  Bishop  to  perform  the  Service  of 
the  Church  as  a  Lay  Reader  in  his  own  Diocese, 
but  in  no  other. 

[2.]  Without  such  license  a  Candidate  may  not 
take  upon  himself  such  functions. 

T3.]  With  the  consent  of  his  own  Bishop,  a  Can- 

.ate'may  receive  such  license  as  a  Lay  Reader, 
for  temporary  use,  from  any  other  Bishop,  for  the 
Diocese  of  such  Bishop  only. 

[4.]  A  Candidate  so  licensed  shall  submit  to  all 
the  regulations  which  the  Bishop  licensing  him 
may  prescribe. 

[5.]  He  shall  also  be  bound  to  conformity  to  all 
the  other  restrictions  and  regulations  of  the  Canon 
"of  Lay  Readers."4 

§  v.  [1.]  Every  Candidate  for  Holy  Orders  shall 
report  himself  to  the  Bishop,  personally  or  by  letter, 
once  at  least  in  every  three  months,  giving  account 
of  his  manner  of  life  and  progress  in  theological 
studies. 

[2.]  Failure  to  make  such  report,  not  satisfac 
torily  accounted  for  to  the  Bishop,  shall  be  ground 
of  refusal  of  admission  to  Holy  Orders.5 
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§  i.  In  each  Diocese  there  shall  be  two  or  more 
Examining   Chaplains,    to   be   appointed   by   the 

•  §  xii,  Canon  3, 1856;  as  amended,  1871. 

k  Section  enacted  1871.  •  Canon  of  1871. 
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Bishop,   and   holding   their   office  at  his   discre 
tion. 

§  ii.  [1.]  AM  examination  of  the  literary  qualifi 
cations  of  a  Postulant  or  Candidate  shall  extend  to 
his  knowledge  of  the  English  language  and  litera 
ture,  and  at  least  the  first  principles  and  general 
outlines  of  logic,  rhetoric,  mental  and  moral  >H- 
losophy,  physics  and  history,  and  the  Latin  ''and 
Greek  languages. 

[2.]  A  distinct  report  of  the  subjects  of  exam 
ination,  and  the  satisfaction  given  in  each,  shall  be 
made  by  the  Examining  Chaplains. 

[3.]  The  examination  may  be  adjourned,  or  re 
peated  after  an  assigned  period,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Examining  Chaplains. 

[4.]  Such  examination  shall  be  made  as  pre 
scribed  in  Canon  2,  Section  iv,  [3.] 

§  iii.  [1.]  The  examination  of  a  Candidate  for 
the  office  and  ministration  of  a  Deacon  only  shall  be 
so  conducted  as  may  most  thoroughly  ascertain  the 
extent  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  Holy  Scriptures 
of  the  Old  and  the  New  Testaments  —  in  every 
part  of  which  he  shall  be  required  to  be  well 
versed  —  and  also  his  familiarity  with  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer,  in  all  its  parts  and  adjuncts,  and 
with  the  Book  of  Articles. 

[2.]  The  Candidate  shall  also  be  examined  as 
to  his  sufficiency  for  the  edifying  performance  of 
the  Service  of  the  Church,  and  for  the  ministration 
of  the  office  of  a  Deacon,  in  all  its  parts  and 
functions. 
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Of  Examinations. 

[3.]  If  the  Candidate  be  one  who,  not  having 
had  Episcopal  Ordination,  has  been  acknowledged 
as  an  ordained  or  licensed  Minister  in  any  other 
denomination  of  Christians,  he  shall  also  be  exam 
ined  on  those  points  in  which  the  denomination 
whence  he  comes  differs  from  this  Church,  with  a 
view  of  testing  his  information  and  soundness  in 
the  same. 

[4.]  This  examination  shall  always  be  conducted 
by  the  Examining  Chaplains,  the  Bishop  being 
present  at  his  discretion. 

§  iy>  [!•]  There  shall  be  assigned  to  every  Can 
didate  for  Priest's  Orders  three  different  examina 
tions,  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  Examining 
Chaplains  shall  appoint. 

[2.]  Except  for  extraordinary  reasons  of  great 
urgency,  these  examinations  shall  not  be  accumu 
lated  into  one,  but  shall  each  be  assigned  as  the 
business  of  a  separate  day. 

[3.]  Each  examination  shall  be  conducted  in  part 
orally,  and  in  part  by  questions  or  themes  pro 
pounded  in  writing,  to  which  written  answers  shall 
be  made,  in  presence  of  one  or  more  of  the  Exam 
ining  Chaplains. 

[4.]  At  the  discretion  of  the  Examining  Chap^ 
lains,  such  written  questions  or  themes  may,  or  may 
not,  be  previously  communicated  to  the  Candidate. 

[5.]  At  each  examination  the  Candidate  shall 
produce,  and  read,  a  Sermon  or  Discourse,  com 
posed  by  himself,  on  some  passage  of  Scripture 
assigned  to  him  for  that  purpose  by  the  Bishop, 
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and  shall  also  hand  in  two  other  Sermons  or  Dis 
courses  on  some  passage  or  passages  of  Scripture 
selected  by  himself;  all  which  Sermons  or  Dis 
courses  shall  be  submitted  to  the  criticisms  of  the 
Examining  Chaplains. 

[6.]  At  either  or  all  of  the  examinations,  the 
Examining  Chaplains  may,  and  at  some  one  of 
them,  at  least,  shall,  subject  the  Candidate  to  such 
proof  of  his  ability  to  conduct  the  Service  of  the 
Church  in  an  edifying  manner,  and  to  deliver  his 
Sermons  with  propriety  and  effectiveness,  as  shall 
fully  satisfy  them  of  his  competence  for  the  public 
duties  of  the  Holy  Ministry. 

[7.]  If  the  Candidate  be  one  who,  not  having 
had  Episcopal  Ordination,  has  been  acknowledged 
as  an  ordained  or  licensed  Minister  in  any  other 
denomination  of  Christians,  and  be  not  yet  admit 
ted  to  Deacon's  Orders,  he  shall,  at  the  first  exam 
ination,  be  also  examined  on  those  points  in  which 
the  denomination  whence  he  comes  differs  from 
this  Church,  with  a  view  of  testing  his  information 
and  soundness  in  the  same. 

[8.]  No  examination  at  any  theological  or  other 
literary  institution  shall  be  held  to  be  equivalent  to 
any  one  or  more  Canonical  examinations,  or  allowed 
to  supersede  the  same  ;  nor  shall  any  certificate  of 
graduation  or  diploma  from  any  theological  or  other 
literary  institution  be  held  to  be  sufficient  ground 
for  dispensing  with  any  part  of  the  Diocesan  ex 
aminations  of  a  Candidate. 

§  v.   The  three  examinations  shall  be,  — 
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Of  Examinations. 

[1.]  The  first  examination,  on  the  Books  of 
Scripture,  the  Candidate  being  required  to  give  an 
account  of  the  different  Books,  to  translate  from 
the  original  Greek  and  Hebrew,  and  to  explain 
such  passages  as  may  be  proposed  to  him. 

[2.J  In  cases  of  Candidates  having  dispensa 
tions  from  Latin,  Greek,  or  Hebrew,  and  other 
brandies  of  learning  not  strictly  Ecclesiastical,  the 
first  examination  shall  extend  only  to  the  knowl 
edge  of  the  text  and  interpretation  of  the  English 
Bible,  with  such  other  matters  as  are  comprised 
in  what  are  commonly  known  as  Introductions  to 
the  Holy  Scriptures. 

[3.]  The  second  examination  shall  be  on  the 
Evidences  of  Christianity,  Christian  Ethics,  and 
Systematic  Divinity* 

[4.]  The  third  examination  shall  be  on  Church 
History,  Ecclesiastical  Polity,  the  Book  of  Com 
mon  Prayer  —  its  histoiy  and  contents,  and  the 
Constitution  and  Canons  of  this  Church,  and  those 
of  the  Diocese  to  which  the  Candidate  belongs. 

[5.]  In  all  these  examinations  reference  shall 
be  had,  as  closely  as  possible,  to  the  course  of 
study  established  by  the  House  of  Bishops,  and  to 
the  books  therein  recommended,  or  equivalent 
works  of  more  recent  date. 

§  vi.  [1.]  The  Bishop,  at  his  discretion,  may 
take  part  and  preside  in  either  or  all  of  the  exam 
inations  of  a  Candidate  for  Priest's  Orders. 

[2.]  The  Bishop  may  also  invite  the  presence 
and  assistance,  at  any  such  examination,  of  any 
Presbyter  to  whom  he  may  desire  to  assign  the 
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duty  of  presenting  one  or  more  of  the  Candidates 
for  ordination. 

[3.]  If  any  Candidate  for  Priest's  Orders  be  not 
examined  by  the  Bishop  in  at  least  one  of  the  ex 
aminations  by  the  Examining  Chaplains,  he  shall, 
before  his  ordination,  be  examined  by  the  Bishop 
and  two  or  more  Presbyters,  on  the  subjects  above 
prescribed. 

[4.]  A  Candidate  ordained  for  a  Diocese  vacant 
or  canonically  under  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority 
of  the  Standing  Committee,  shall,  besides  the  ex 
amination  by  the  Examining  Chaplains,  be  again 
examined  by  the  Bishop  to  whom  he  shall  be  rec 
ommended  for  ordination,  and  two  or  more 
Presbyters,  on  the  studies  prescribed  by  this 
Canon. 

§  vii.  [1.]  The  examinations  of  a  Candidate  for 
Priest's  Orders  may  take  place  either  before  or 
after  ordination  to  the  Diaconate. 

[2.]  Their  satisfactory  passage  by  the  Candi 
date  shall  be  his  sufficient  examination  for  Dea 
con's  Orders :  Provided,  that  if  the  Bishop  shall 
not  have  taken  part  in  one  or  more  of  such  exami 
nations,  then  the  Candidate  shall  be  examined  by 
the  Bishop  and  two  Presbyters  in  the  mode  pre 
scribed  in  Section  iii  of  this  Canon. 

[3 .  ]  The  satisfactory  passage  of  the  first  exami 
nation  for  Priest's  Orders  alone  shall  suffice  for  the 
admission  of  the  Candidate  to  Deacon's  Orders : 
Provided  as  above,  and  fur  (her  provided  that,  in 
any  case,  before  ordination,  he  bo  examined  by  the 
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Bishop  and  at  least  two  Presbyters  on  his  familiar 
ity  with  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  in  all  its 
parts  and  adjuncts,  and  with  the  text  of  the  Book 
of  Articles;  and  that  such  examination  on  the 
Prayer  Book  be  not  held  to  have  satisfied  in  his 
case  the  requisitions  of  the  third  examination  for 
Priest's  Orders. 

§  vyi.  Satisfaction  given  in  any  examination 
shall,  in  every  case,  be  certified  in  writing  to  the 
Bishop,  with  the  signatures  of  the  examiners. 

§  ix.  Violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Canon  shall  disqualify  for  ordination  the  Candidate 
implicated,  and  shall  also  subject  any  other  party 
concerned  to  canonical  procedure  and  censure. 

§  x.  [1.]  A  Candidate  for  Priest's  Orders  must 
apply  for  at  least  his  first  and  second  examinations 
within  three  years,  and  his  third  within  five  years 
from  his  admission,  or  else  assign,  to  the  Bishop, 
causes  which  he  shall  deem  satisfactory  for  failure 
so  to  do. 

[2.]  For  contravention  of  this  rule  the  name  of 
the  offender  shall  be  stricken  from  the  list  of  Can 
didates,  after  due  warning  by  the  Bishop. 
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§  i.  [1.]  No  Candidate  who  may  be  refused  Holy 
Orders,  in  any  Diocese,  shall  be  ordained  in  any 
other  Diocese,  except  by  renewal  of  Candidateship, 
under  the  provisions  of  Canon  2 ;  but  he  may  be 
allowed  part  or  all  the  time  of  his  previous  candi- 
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dateship  at  the  discretion  of  the  Bishop,  and  with 
the  approval  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Diocese  ;  provided,  that  before  ordination  he  shall 
be  a  Candidate  in  such  Diocese  for  not  less  than 
six  months.* 

[2.]  A  Bishop  who  shall  finally  reject  the  ap 
plication  of  a  Candidate  for  Holy  Orders,  shall 
immediately  notify  such  rejection  to  every  Bishop 
and  other  Diocesan  Ecclesiastical  Authority  in  this 
Church'.* 

§  ii.  [1.]  A  candidate  for  Holy  Orders,  recom 
mended  by  a  Standing  Committee,  canonically  act 
ing  as  Ecclesiastical  Authority,  if  he  have  lately 
resided  for  a  length  of  time,  not  less  than  one  }7ear, 
in  any  other  Diocese,  shall  apply  to  the  Bishop  of 
such  Diocese  for  ordination. 

[2.]  Such  Candidate  shall,  besides  his  recom 
mendation  from  his  own  Diocese,  apply  for  recom 
mendation  from  the  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Diocese  in  which  he  seeks  ordination.0 

§  iii.  [1.]  No  Bishop  of  this  Church  shall  or 
dain  any  person  to  officiate  in  any  Congregation 
or  Church  destitute  of  a  Bishop,  situated  without 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  except  with 
the  canonically  prescribed  testimonials  and  ex 
aminations. 

[2.]  Should  any  person  so  ordained  desire  to 
settle  in  any  Congregation  or  Parish  of  this  Church, 
he  must  obtain  a  special  license  therefor  from  the 
Bishop,  and  officiate  as  a  Probationer  for  at  least 
one  }fear.d 

•  §  i,  as  amended,  1883.  b  §  xvi,  Canon  3,  1856  ;  as  amended, 
1871.  8  §  vii,  Canon  4, 1S5G  ;  as  amended,  1871.  d  §  xv,  Canon  5, 
185G;  as  amended,  1871. 
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Of  the   Ordination  of  Deacons. 

§  iv.  A  Clergyman  who  presents  a  person  to 
the  Bishop  for  Holy  Orders,  as  specified  in  the 
Office  for  Ordination,  without  having  good  grounds 
to  believe  that  the  requisitions  of  the  Canons  have 
been  complied  with,  shall  be  liable  to  Ecclesias 
tical  censure.8 

§  v.  [1.]  Agreeably  to  the  practice  of  the  prim 
itive  Church,  the  stated  times  of  ordination  shall 
be  on  the  Sundays  following  the  Ember  Weeks, 
namely,  the  second  Sunday  in  Lent,  the  Feast  of 
Trinity,  and  the  Sundays  after  the  Wednesday 
following  the  14th  day  of  September  and  the  13th 
of  December. 

[2.]  Occasional  ordinations  may  be  held  at 
other  times,  as  the  Bishop  shall  appoint.b 
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§  i.  A  Candidate  for  the  Office  and  Ministration 
of  a  Deacon  only  shall  not  be  ordained  within  one 
year  from  his  admission,  unless  the  Bishop,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Standing  Committee,  shall 
deem  it  expedient  to  ordain  him  after  the  expira 
tion  of  a  shorter  period,  in  no  case  to  be  less  than 
six  months.0 

§  ii.  Before  the  examination  preceding  ordina 
tion,  such  Candidate  shall  be  required  to  present 
to  the  Bishop  a  testimonial  from  at  least  one  Rec- 

•  §  xii,  Canon  4,  1850. 

b  Canon  20,  1832.  In  1789  the  Canon  was  passed  without  tho 
last  subsection.  In  1808  this  was  added,  and  tbo  Caaou  has  con 
tinued  unchanged  since  that  time. 

•  Enacted,  1871. 
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tor  of  a  Parish,  signifying  the  belief  that  he  is  well 
qualified  to  minister  in  the  Office  of  a  Deacon  to 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  edification  of  the  Church. a 

§  iii.  A  Candidate  for  Priest's  Orders  shall  not 
be  ordained  to  the  Diaconate  within  three  years 
from  his  admission,  unless  the  Bishop,  for  urgent 
reasons,  with  the  consent  of  three  fourths  of  the 
Standing  Committee,  shall  admit  him  to  the  Diac 
onate  while  yet  prosecuting  his  course  of  theologi 
cal  studies  ;  in  which  case  he  may  be  ordained  at 
any  time  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  his 
admission.5 

§  iv.  [1.]  No  person  shall  be  ordained  Deacon 
in  this  Church  unless  he  be  recommended  to  the 
Bishop  for  ordination  by  the  Standing  Committee 
of  the  Diocese. 

[2.]  In  order  to  such  recommendation,  the 
Candidate  must  lay  before  the  Standing  Commit 
tee  testimonials  from  the  Minister  and  Vestry  of 
the  Parish  or  Congregation  of  which  he  is  a  mem 
ber,  or  from  the  Vestry  alone,  if  the  Parish  be 
vacant ;  or,  if  there  be  no  organized  Parish  or 
Congregation  where  he  has  resided,  from  at  least 
twelve  respectable  members  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  testifying  to  his  piety,  good 
morals,  and  orderly  conduct,  in  the  following 
words : 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunder  written,  do  testify,  from 
evidence  satisfactory  to  us,  that  A.  B.,  for  the  space  of  three 

a  §  ii,  Canon  4, 185G;  as  amended  hi  1862,  and  again  in  1871. 
b  Enacted,  1871. 
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years  last  past,  hath  lived  piously,  soberly,  and  honestly ;  and 
hath  not,  so  far  as  we  know  or  believe,  written,  taught,  or  held 
anything  contrary  to  the  doctrine  or  discipline  of  the  Protes 
tant  Episcopal  Church ;  and,  moreover,  we  think  him  a  person 
worthy  to  be  admitted  to  the  Sacred  Order  of  Deacons.  In  wit 
ness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  this day 

of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord . 

[3.]  But  in  case  a  Candidate,  from  some  peculiar 
circumstances  not  affecting  his  pious  or  moral  char 
acter,  shall  be  unable  to  procure  testimonials  from 
the  Minister  and  Vestry  of  the  Parish  where  he 
resides,  the  Standing  Committee  may  accept  testi 
monials,  of  the  purport  above  stated,  from  at  least 
twelve  respectable  members  of  the  Protestant  Epis 
copal  Church. 

[4.]  The  Candidate  shall  also  lay  before  the 
Standing  Committee  «,  testimonial,  signed  by  at 
least  one  respectable  Presbyter  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States,  in  the 
following  words : 

I  [or  we]  do  certify  that  A.  B.,  for  the  space  of  three  years 
last  past,  hath  lived  piously,  soberly,  and  honestly;  and  hath 
not,  so  far  as  I  [or  we]  know  or  believe,  written,  taught,  or  held 
anything  contrary  to  the  doctrine  or  discipline  of  the  Protes 
tant  Episcopal  Church ;  and,  moreover,  I  [or  we]  think  him  a 
person  worthy  to  be  admitted  to  the  Sacred  Order  of  Deacons. 
This  testimonial  is  founded  on  my  [or  our]  personal  knowledge 
of  the  said  A.  B.,  for  one  year  last  past,  and,  for  the  residue 
of  the  said  time,  upon  evidence  that  is-  satisfactory  to  me 
[or  us].  In  witness  whereof,  I  [or  we]  have  hereunto  set  my 

[or  our]  hand  [or  hands],  this day  of ,  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord . 

[5.]  The  Standing  Committee,  on  receipt  of  such 
testimonials,  may,  at  a  meeting  duly  convened,  a 
majority  of  all  the  Committee  consenting,  proceed 


CANON    6. 


§  v,  vi,  viL 


Of  the   Ordination  of  Deacons. 


to  recommend  the  Candidate  for  ordination,  by  a 
testimonial  addressed  to  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese, 
in  the  following  words  : 

We,  whose  names  are  hcreunder  written,  certify  that  A.  B. 
hath  laid  before  us  satisfactory  testimonials  that,  for  the  space 
of  three  years  last  past,  he  hath  lived  piously,  soberly,  and 
honestly ;  and  hath  not  written,  taught,  or  held  anything  con 
trary  to  the  doctrine  or  discipline  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church;  and,  moreover,  we  think  him  a  person  worthy  to  be 
admitted  to  the  Sacred  Order  of  Deacons.  In  witness  whereof, 

we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  this day  of ,  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord . 

This  testimonial  shall  have  the  signatures  of  all 
consenting  to  it.a 

§  v.  In  the  case  of  a  Candidate  not  having  had 
Episcopal  ordination,  but  acknowledged  as  an  or 
dained  Minister  or  Licentiate  by  some  other  de 
nomination  of  Christians,  the  testimonials  to  be  laid 
before  the  Standing  Committee  and  the  testimonial 
given  by  the  Committee  shall  be  required  to  cover 
only  the  time  since  the  admission  of  the  person  to 
a  Candidateship.b 

§  vi.  The  same  provision  shall  apply  to  the  case 
of  a  person  to  be  ordained  on  the  ground  of  a  call 
to  a  Church  in  which  Divine  Service  is  celebrated 
in  a  foreign  language.0 

§  vii.  Deacon's  Orders  shall  not  be  conferred  on 
any  person  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  com 
plete.0 

*§§  iv,  v,  Canon  4,  1856;  as  amended,  1871. 
b  §  iii,  Canon  4, 1856;  as  amended,  1871. 
0  Sections  enacted,  1871. 
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CANON    7. 
Of  Deacons* 

§  i.  Every  Deacon  shall  be  subject  to  the  regu 
lation  of  the  Bishop,  or,  if  there  be  no  Bishop,  of 
the  Clerical  Members  of  the  Standing  Committee 
of  the.  Diocese  for  which  he  is  ordained,  until  he 
receive  letters  of  dismission  therefrom  to  the 
Bishop  or  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of  some  other 
Diocese,  and  be  thereupon  received  as  a  Clergyman 
of  such  other  Diocese ;  and  he  shall  officiate  in 
such  places  as  the  Bishop,  or  the  said  Clerical 
Members,  may  direct. b 

§  ii.  [1.]  No  Deacon  shall  be  settled  over  a  Par 
ish  or  Congregation,  or  permitted  to  accept  of  a 
Chaplaincy  in  the  United  States  Army  or  Navy,c 
until  he  shall  have  satisfactorily  passed  the  three 
examinations  required  for  Priest's  Orders. 

[2.]  No  Deacon  shall  officiate  in  any  Parish  or 
Congregation  without  the  express  consent  of  the 
Rector  for  the  time  being,  where  there  is  a  Rector ; 
nor  in  any  case  without  the  assent  of  the  Bishop  ; 
and  when  officiating  in  the  Parish  or  Congregation 
of  a  Rector,  he  shall  be  entirely  subject  to  the  di 
rection  of  such  Rector,  in  all  his  ministrations.*1 

§  iii.  No  Deacon,  who  shall  not  have  passed  the 
examinations  required  for  Priest's  Orders,  shall  be 


•  Canon  6,  1859. 

•  This  phrase  touch  ing  Chaplaincies 

•  §  ix,  Canon  4,  185G. 


b  §  xi,  Canon  4,  1856. 
added  in  1862. 
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§  i,  ii,  ill 


Of  the  Ordination  of  Priests. 

transferred  to  another  Diocese  without  the  written 
request  of  the  Bishop  to  whose  jurisdiction  he  is 
to  be  transferred.* 


CANON    8. 

Of  the  Ordination  of  Priests. 

§  i.  A  Candidate  for  Priest's  Orders,  who  has 
been  a  Candidate  for  the  Ministry  of  any  other 
denomination  of  Christians,  may  be  allowed  as 
part  of  the  duration  of  his  Candidateship,  by  the 
Bishop,  with  the  consent  of  the  Standing  Commit 
tee,  the  period  during  which  he  may  have  been  a 
Student  of  Theology,  or  Candidate  in  such  other 
denomination :  Provided,  that  the  time  so  allowed 
shall  not  exceed  two  years.b 

§  ii.  A  Candidate  for  Priesthood  shall  not  be 
ordained  within  three  years  from  his  admission,  nor, 
in  any  case,  within  one  year  from  his  reception  of 
Deacon's  Orders,  except  by  the  advice  and  consent 
of  three  fourths  of  all  the  members  of  the  Stand 
ing  Committee  of  the  Diocese,  at  a  meeting  duly 
convened.0 

§  iii.  No  person  shall  be  ordained  a  Priest  un 
less  he  shall  produce  to  the  Bishop  a  satisfactory 
certificate  from  some  Church,  Parish,  or  Congrega 
tion,  that  he  is  engaged  with  them,  and  that  they 
will  receive  him  as  their  Minister ;  or  unless  he  be  a 

•  §  x,  Canon  4,  1856.      b  §  vi,  Canon  5,  1856;  as  amended,  1871. 

•  Section  enacted  1871. 
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Of  the  Ordination  of  Priests. 

Missionary  under  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of  the 
Diocese  to  which  he  belongs  or  in  the  employment 
of  some  Missionary  Society  recognized  by  the  Gen 
eral  Convention  ;  or  unless  he  be  engaged  as  a  Pro 
fessor,  Tutor,  or  Instructor  of  youth  in  some  Col 
lege,  Academy,  or  other  Seminary  of  learning,  duly 
incorporated,  or  as  a  Chaplain  in  the  Army  or  Navy 
of  the?  United  States.a 

§  iv.  [1.]  No  person  shall  be  ordained  a  Priest  in 
this  Church  unless  he  be  recommended  to  the  Bishop 
for  ordination  by  the  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Diocese  for  which  he  is  to  be  ordained. 

[2.]  In  order  to  such  recommendation,  the  Can 
didate  must  lay  before  the  Standing  Committee  tes 
timonials  of  his  piety,  good  morals,  and  orderly 
conduct,  from  the  Minister  and  Vestry  of  the  Par 
ish  where  he  resides ;  or,  if  the  Parish  be  vacant, 
or  if  the  applicant  be  the  Minister  of  the  Parish  (a 
Deacon  desirous  of  Priest's  Orders) ,  from  the  Ves 
try  alone,  in  the  following  words  : 

We,  whose  names  are  hereimder  written,  do  testify  that  A. 
B.,  for  the  space  of  three  years  last  past,  hath  lived  piously, 
soberly,  and  honestly ;  and  hath  not,  so  far  as  we  know  or  be 
lieve,  written,  taught,  or  held  anything  contrary  to  the  doc 
trine  or  discipline  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;  and, 
moreover,  we  think  him  a  person  worthy  to  be  admitted  to  the 
Sacred  Order  of  Priests.  In  witness  whereof,  we  have  heie- 

unto  set  our  hands,  this day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord . 

[3.]  But  in  case  peculiar  circumstances,  not  af 
fecting  his  moral  character,  or  the  want  of  a  Vestry 

•  §  x,  Canon  5, 1856;  as  amended  in  18G2. 
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where  he  is  residing  or  ministering,  should  hinder 
the  procurement  of  testimonials  as  above,  the  Stand 
ing  Committee  may  accept  testimonials,  of  the  same 
tenor,  from  at  least  twelve  respectable  members  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

[4.]  The  Candidate  shall  also  lay  before  the 
Standing  Committee  a  testimonial  signed  by  at 
least  one  Presbyter  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States,  in  the  following  form  : 

I  do  certify  that  A.  B.,  for  the  space  of  three  years  last  past, 
has  lived  piously,  soberly,  and  honestly ;  and  hath  not,  so  far  as 
I  know  or  believe,  written,  taught,  or  held  anything  contrary  to 
the  doctrine  or  discipline  of  the  1'rotestant  Episcopal  Church ; 
and,  moreover,  I  think  him  a  person  worthy  to  be  admitted  to 
the  Sacred  Order  of  Priests.  This  testimonial  is  founded  on  ray 
personal  knowledge  of  the  said  A.  B.,  for  one  year  last  past, 
and  for  the  residue  of  the  said  time,  upon  evidence  that  is  sat 
isfactory  to  me.  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand,  this day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord . 

[5.]  The  Standing  Committee,  on  receipt  of  such 
testimonials,  may,  at  a  meeting  duly  convened,  a 
majority  of  all  the  Committee  consenting,  proceed 
to  recommend  the  Candidate  for  ordination,  by  a 
testimonial  addressed  to  the  Bishop,  in  the  follow 
ing  words : 

We,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  members  of  the  Stand 
ing  Committee  of  the  Diocese  of ,  do  testify  that  A.  B.  hath 

laid  before  us  satisfactory  testimonials  that,  for  the  space  of 
three  years  last  past,  he  hath  lived  piously,  soberly,  and  hon 
estly  ;  and  hath  not  written,  taught,  or  held  anything  contrary 
to  the  doctrine  or  discipline  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church ;  and,  moreover,  we  think  him  a  person  worthy  to  be 
admitted  to  the  Sacred  Order  of  Priests.  In  witness  whereof, 

\vc  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  this day  of ,  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord . 
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This  testimonial  shall  have  the  signatures  of  all 
consenting  to  it.a 

§  v.  Candidates  for  the  Priesthood,  ordained 
Deacons  under  Section  v  or  Section  vi  of  Canon 
6,  shall  not  be  required  to  have  testimonials  cover 
ing  more  time  than  has  elapsed  since  their  admis 
sion  to  Candidateship.b 

§  vi.  A  Candidate  for  Priest's  Orders,  ordained 
Deacon  within  three  years  preceding  the  time  of 
his  application  for  recommendation  for  ordination 
to  the  Priesthood,  shall  only  be  required  to  have 
testimonials  extending  back  to  the  time  of  his  ordi 
nation  :  Provided,  nothing  shall  have  in  the  mean 
while  occurred  that  tends  to  invalidate  the  force  of 
the  evidence  on  which  the  Candidate  was  ordained 
a  Deacon.0 

§  vii.  Priest's  Orders  shall  not  be  conferred  on 
any  person  until  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years  complete/1 


CANON    9. 

Of  Lay  Readers.9 

§  i.  A  Lay  Communicant  of  this  Church  may 
receive  from  the  Bishop  a  written  license  to  con 
duct  the  service  of  the  Church  in  a  Congregation 
convened  for  public  worship,  as  a  Lay  Reader ;  but 
such  license  shall  not  be  granted  for  conducting 
the  service  in  a  Congregation  without  a  Minister, 
which  is  able,  and  has  had  reasonable  opportunity, 

'  §§  v,  vii,  viii,  Canon  4,  1850;  as  amended,  1871. 
b  §  iii,  Canon  4,  185(5;  as  amended,  1871. 

•  §  ix,  Canon  5,  1856;  as  amended,  1871. 

*  §  Section  enacted  1871.    •  Canon  of  1871;  as  amended,  1883. 
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Of  Lay  Headers. 

to  secure  the  services  of  an  ordained  Minister. 
Such  license  may  be  given  by  the  Bishop,  of  his 
own  motion,  for  service  in  any  vacant  Parish,  Con 
gregation,  or  Mission;  but  where  a  Rector  is  in 
charge,  his  request  and  recommendation  must  have 
been  previously  signified  to  the  Bishop.  Such 
license  must  be  given  for  a  definite  period  not 
longer  than  one  year  from  its  date ;  but  it  may  be 
renewed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Bishop's  indorse 
ment  to  that  effect.  The  license  of  any  Lay  Reader 
may  be  revoked  at  the  discretion  of  the  Ecclesias 
tical  Authority. 

§  ii.  A  Lay  Reader  so  licensed  shall  not  act  as 
such  in  any  Diocese  other  than  his  own,  unless  he 
shall  have  received  another  license  from  the  Bishop 
of  the  Diocese  in  which  he  desires  to  serve.  If  he 
be  a  student  in  any  Theological  Seminary,  he  shall 
also  obtain  the  permission  of  the  presiding  officer 
of  such  institution. 

§  iii.  Every  Lay  Reader  shall  be  subject  to 
such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Ec 
clesiastical  Authority.  In  all  matters  relating  to 
the  conduct  of  the  service,  and  to  the  Sermons 
or  Homilies  to  be  read,  he  shall  conform  to  the 
directions  of  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Parish, 
Congregation,  or  Mission  in  which  he  is  serving, 
or,  where  there  is  no  Minister  in  charge,  to  the 
directions  of  the  Bishop.  He  shall  not  use  the 
Absolution,  nor  the  Benediction,  nor  the  Offices 
of  the  Church,  except  those  for  the  Burial  of  the 
Dead,  and  for  Visitation  of  the  Sick  and  of  Pris 
oners,  omitting  in  these  last  the  Absolutions  and 
Benedictions.  He  shall  not  deliver  Sermons  of  his 
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own  composition ;  but  he  may  deliver  addresses, 
instructions,  and  exhortations  as  a  catechist  in 
vacant  Parishes,  Congregations,  or  Missions,  if  lie 
be  specially  licensed  thereto  by  the  Bishop.  He 
shall  not  assume  the  dress  appropriate  to  Clergy 
men  ministering  in  the  Congregation.3 


CANON    10. 


Of 


Ministers    Ordained   in   Foreign    Countries   by 
Bishops  in  Communion  with  this  Church. 

§  i.  A  Clergyman  coining  from  a  foreign  country, 
and  professing  to  have  been  ordained  out  of  the 
United  States  by  a  foreign  Bishop  in  communion 
with  this  Church,  or  by  a  Bishop  consecrated  for  a 
foreign  country  by  Bishops  of  this  Church  under 
Article  10  of  the  Constitution,  or  by  a  Missionary 
Bishop  elected  to  exercise  Episcopal  functions  in 
any  place  or  places  out  of  the  United  States,  shall, 
before  he  be  permitted  to  officiate  in  any  Parish  or 
Congregation,  exhibit  to  the  Minister,  or  if  there 
be  no  Minister  to  the  Vestry  thereof,  a  certificate 
signed  In'  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  or  if  there 
be  no  Bishop,  by  the  Standing  Committee  duly 
convened,  that  his  letters  of  Holy  Orders  are  au 
thentic,  and  given  by  some  Bishop  in  communion 
with  this  Church,  and  whose  authority  is  acknowl 
edged  by  this  Church  ;  and  also  that  he  has  ex 
hibited  to  the  Bishop  or  Standing  Committee 
satisfactory  evidence  of  his  pious  and  moral  char 
acter,  and  of  his  theological  acquirements ;  and  in 
any  case,  before  he  shall  be  permitted  to  settle  in 

»  Amended,  1886. 


CANON    10. 


§  i- 


Of  Ministers  Ordained  in  Foreign  Countries,  etc. 


any  Church  or  Parish,  or  be  received  into  union 
with  any  Diocese  of  this  Church  as  a  Minister 
thereof,  he  shall  produce  to  the  Bishop,  or  if  there 
be  no  Bishop,  to  the  Standing  Committee  thereof, 
a  letter  of  dismission  from  under  the  hand  and  seal 
of  the  Bishop  with  whose  Diocese  he  has  been  last 
connected  ;  which  letter  shall  be,  in  substance,  that 
provided  for  in  Section  vii  of  Canon  14  of  this  Title, 
and  shall  be  delivered  within  six  months  from  the 
date  thereof ;  and  when'  such  Clergyman  shall  have 
been  so  received,  he  shall  be  considered  as  having 
passed  entirely  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bishop 
from  whom  the  letter  of  dismission  was  brought,  to 
the  full  jurisdiction  of  the  Bishop  or  other  Ecclesi 
astical  Authority  by  whom  it  shall  have  been  ac 
cepted,  and  become  thereby  subject  to  all  the  canon 
ical  provisions  of  this  Church :  Provided,  that  no 
such  Clergyman  shall  be  so  received  into  union  with 
any  Diocese  until  he  shall  have  subscribed,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  in  which  he 
applies  for  reception,  and  of  two  or  more  Presby 
ters,  the  declaration  contained  in  Article  7  of  the 
Constitution ;  which  being  done,  said  Bishop  or 
Standing  Committee,  being  satisfied  of  his  theolo 
gical  acquirements,  may  receive  him  into  union 
with  this  Church  as  a  Minister  of  the  same :  Pro 
vided,  also,  that  such  Minister  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  settle  in  any  Parish  or  Church,  as  canonically 
in  charge  of  the  same,  until  he  shall  have  resided 
one  year  in  the  United  States  subsequent  to  the 
acceptance  of  his  letter  of  dismission. 

§  ii.  And  if  such  foreign  Clergyman  be  a  Dea 
con,  he  shall  reside  in  this  country  at  least  one 
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year,  and  obtain  in  this  country  the  requisite  tes 
timonials  of  character,  before  he  be  ordained  a 
Priest." 

CANON    11. 

Of  the  Admission  of  Ministers  ordained  by  Bishoi}S 
not  in  Communion  with  this  Church. 

When  a  Deacon  or  Priest  ordained  by  a  Bishop 
not  irf  communion  with  this  Church,  shall  apply  to 
a  Bishop  for  admission  into  the  same  as  a  minister 
thereof,  he  shall  produce  a  written  certificate  from 
at  least  two  Presbyters  of  this  Church  stating  that, 
from  personal  knowledge  of  the  party,  or  satisfac 
tory  evidence  laid  before  them,  they  believe  that 
his  desire  to  leave  the  communion  to  which  he  has 
belonged,  has  not  arisen  from  any  circumstance 
unfavourable  to  his  iiioral  or  religious  character, 
or  on  account  of  which  it  may  be  inexpedient  to 
admit  him  to  the  exercise  of  the  ministry  in  this 
Church  ;  and  he  shall  also,  not  less  than  six  months 
after  his  application,  in  the  presence  of  the  Bishop 
and  two  or  more  Presbyters,  subscribe  the  declara 
tion  contained  in  Article  7  of  the  Constitution ; 
which  being  done,  the  Bishop,  being  satisfied  of 
his  theological  acquirements,  may  receive  him  as 
such  Minister.0  

CANON    12. 

Of  Ministers  Officiating  in  a  Foreign  Language. 

When  a  Clergyman,  coming  from  a  foreign  coun 
try,  and  professing  to  be  regularly  ordained,  shall 
be  called  to  a  Church  of  this  communion  in  which 

•  Canon  0,  1844;  amended,  18G8.  b  Canon  10,  1841. 
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Divine  Service  is  celebrated  in  a  foreign  language, 
I  he  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese  in  which  snch  Church  is  situated,  acting 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Standing  Com 
mittee,  or  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Stand 
ing  Committee  if  there  be  no  Bishop,  and,  on  com 
plying  with  the  other  requisitions  of  the  Canons, 
settle  in  the  said  Church,  as  the  Minister  thereof, 
without  having  resided  one  year  in  the  United 
States,  anything  in  these  Canons  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding^ 


CANON    13. 

Of  Persons  not  Ministers  in  this  Church  officiating 
in  any  Congregation  thereof. 

No  Minister  in  charge  of  any  Congregation  of 
this  Church,  or,  in  case  of  vacancy  or  absence,  no 
Churchwardens,  Vestrymen,  or  Trustees  of  the 
Congregation,  shall  permit  any  person  to  officiate 
*  therein,  without  sufficient  evidence  of  his  being 
dulv  licensed  or  ordained  to  minister  in  this 
Church :  Provided,  that  nothing  herein  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  forbid  communicants  of  the 
Church  to  act  as  Lay  Readers. 

Canon  11,  Title  I,  Sections  i  and  ii,b  is  hereby 
repealed:  Provided,  that  such  repeal  shall  not 
affect  any  case  of  a  violation  of  said  Canon  com 
mitted  before  this  date;  but  such  case  shall  be 
governed  by  the  same  law  as  if  no  such  repeal  had 
taken  place.6 

a  Canon  24,  1832.  b  Of  the  Digest  of  1865. 

c  Canon  as  amended,  18G8;  renumbered,  1874. 
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CANON    14. 

General  Regulations  of  Ministers  and  their  Duties. 

§  i.  [1.]  It  is  hereby  required  that,  on  the  elec 
tion  of  a  Minister  into  any  Church  or  Parish,  the 
Vestry  shall  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to 
the  Bishop,  or  where  there  is  no  Bishop,  to  the 
Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese,  notice  of  the 
same,  m  the  following  form,  or  to  this  effect  : 

We,  the  Churchwardens  [or,  in  case  of  an  Assistant  Min- 


52! 


We,  the  Rector  and  Churchwardens],  do  certify  to  the 
Right  Rev.  [naming  the  Bishop],  or  to  the  Rev.  [naming  the 
President  of  the  Standing  Committee},  that  [naming  the  person} 
has  been  tialy  chosen  Rector  [or,  Assistant  Minister,  as  the 
case  may  be]  of  [naming  the  Parish  or  Church}. 

Which  certificate  shall  be  signed  by  the  names 
of  those  who  certify. 

[2.]  If  the  Bishop  or  the  Standing  Committee 
be  satisfied  that  the  person  so  chosen  is  a  qualified 
Minister  of  this  Church,  the  Bishop,  or  the  Presi 
dent  of  the  Standing  Committee,  shall  transmit 
the  said  certificate  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Conven 
tion,  who  shall  record  it  in  a  book  to  be  kept  by 
him  for  that  purpose.51 

[3.]  And  if  the  Minister  be  a  Presbyter,  the 
Bishop,  or  President  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
may,  at  the  instance  of  the  Vestry,  proceed  to  have 
him  instituted  according  to  the  Office  established 
by  this  Church,  if  that  Office  be  used  in  the  Dio 
cese.  But  if  he  be  a  Deacon,  the  act  of  institution 
shall  not  take  place  until  after  he  shall  have  re 
ceived  Priest's  Orders.  This  provision  concerning 
the  use  of  the  Office  of  Institution  is  not  to  be 

B  §  ii,  Canon  7,  1856. 
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considered  as  applying  to  any  congregation  desti 
tute  of  a  house  of  worship.'1 

§  ii.  No  Minister,  removing  from  one  Diocese 
or  Missionary  District  to  another,  shall  officiate  as 
the  Rector,  Stated  Minister,  or  Assistant  Minister 
of  any  Parish  or  Congregation  of  the  Diocese  or 
District  to  which  he  removes,  until  he  shall  have 
obtained  from  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  a  cer 
tificate  in  the  words  following : 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  Rev.  A.  B.  has  been  canonically 
transferred  to  my  jurisdiction,  and  is  a  minister  in  regular 
standing.11 

§  iii.  [1.]  The  Ministers  of  this  Church  who 
have  charge  of  parishes  or  cures,  shall  not  only  be 
diligent  in  instructing  the  children  in  the  Cate 
chism,  but  shall  also,  by  stated  catechetical  lec 
tures  and  instruction,  be  diligent  in  informing  the 
youth  and  others  in  the  Doctrine,  Constitution, 
History,  and  Liturgy  of  the  Church.  They  shall 
also  diligently  instruct  all  in  their  cures  concern 
ing  the  missionary  work  of  the  Church  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  offer  suitable  opportunities  for 
contributions  from  time  to  time  for  the  mainten 
ance  of  that  work.c 

[2.]  The  Alms  and  Contributions  at  the  Ad 
ministration  of  the  Holy  Communion  shall  be 
deposited  with  the  Minister  of  the  Parish,  or  with 
such  Church  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  by  him, 
to  be  applied  by  the  Minister,  or  under  his  super 
intendence,  to  such  pious  and  charitable  uses  as 
shall  by  him  be  thought  fit.d 

§  iy-  D-]  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  Ministers  to 
prepare  young  persons  and  others  for  the  holy 

«  §  iii,  Canon  7, 1856.  b  §  iv,  Canon  7,  1856. 

c  Canon  28,  1832,  amended  and  renumbered,  1886. 
d  Canon  52,  1832. 
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ordinance  of  Confirmation.  And  on  notice  being 
received  from  the  Bishop  of  his  intention  to  visit 
tiny  Church,  which  notice  shall  be  at  least  one 
month  before  the  intended  visitation,  the  Minister 
shall  give  immediate  notice  to  his  parishioners, 
individually,  as  opportunity  may  offer,  and  also  to 
the  Congregation  on  the  first  occasion  of  public 
worship  after  the  receipt  of  said  notice.  And  he 
shall  be  ready  to  present  for  Confirmation  such 
persons  as  he  shall  think  properly  qualified,  and 
shall  deliver  to  the  Bishop  a  list  of  the  names  of 
those  confirmed. 

[2.]  And  at  every  visitation  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Minister,  and  of  the  Churchwardens  or  Ves 
try,  to  give  information  to  the  Bishop  of  the  state 
of  the  Congregation*  tinder  such  heads  as  shall 
have  been  committed  to  them  in  the  notice  given 
as  aforesaid. 

[3.]  And  further,  the  Ministers  and  Church 
wardens  of  such  Congregations  as  cannot  be  con 
veniently  visited  in  any  year,  shall  bring  or  send 
to  the  Bishop,  at  the  stated  meeting  of  the  Con 
vention  of  the  Diocese,  information  of  the  state  of 
the  Congregation,  under  such  heads  as  shall  have 
been  committed  to  them  at  least  one  mouth  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Convention.* 

§  v.  [1.]  Every  Minister  of  this  Church  shall 
keep  a  Register  of  Baptisms,  Confirmations,  Com 
municants,  Marriages,  and  Funerals,  within  his 
cure,  agreeably  to  such  rules  as  may  be  provided 

•  Canon  26, 1832. 
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by  the  Convention  of  the  Diocese  where  his  cure 
lies ;  and  if  none  such  be  provided,  then  in  such 
manner  as  in  his  discretion  ho  shall  think  best 
suited  to  the  uses  of  such  a  register. 

[2.  |  The  intention  of  the  Register  of  Baptisms 
is  hereby  declared  to  be,  as  for  other  good  uses, 
so  especially  for  the  proving  of  the  right  of  the 
Church-membership  of  those  who  may  have  been 
admitted  into  this  Church  by  the  holy  ordinance 
of  Baptism. 

[3.]  Every  Minister  of  this  Church  shall  make 
out  and  continue,  as  far  as  practicable,  a  list  of 
all  families  and  adult  persons  within  his  cure,  to 
remain  for  the  use  of  his  successor,  to  be  contin 
ued  by  him,  and  by  every  future  Minister  in  the 
same  Parish. a 

§  vi.  [1.]  No  Minister  belonging  to  this  Church 
shall  officiate,  either  by  preaching,  reading  prayers, 
or  otherwise,  in  the  Parish,  or  within  the  parochial 
cure,  of  another  Clergyman,  unless  he  have  received 
express  permission  for  that  purpose  from  the  Min 
ister  of  the  Parish  or  cure,  or,  in  his  absence, 
from  the  Churchwardens  and  Vestrymen,  or  Trus 
tees  of  the  Congregation,  or  a  majority  of  them. 

[2.]  Where  Parish  boundaries  are  not  defined 
by  law,  or  settled  by  Diocesan  authority  under 
Section  ii  of  Canon  5  of  Title  III  of  this  Digest, 
or  are  not  otherwise  settled,  they  shall,  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Section,  be  defined  by  the  civil 
divisions  of  the  State,  as  follows  : 

» Canon  29, 1832. 
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Parochial  boundaries  shall  be  the  limits,  as  now 
fixed  by  law,  of  any  village,  town,  township,  in 
corporated  borough,  city,  or  the  limits  of  some 
division  thereof  which  may  have  been  recognized 
by  the  Bishop,  acting  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Standing  Committee,  as  constituting  the 
boundaries  of  a  Parish. 

If  there  be  but  one  Church  or  Congregation 
within  the  limits  of  such  village,  town,  township, 
borough,  city,  or  such  division  of  a  city  or  town 
as  herein  provided,  the  same  shall  be  deemed  the 
parochial  cure  of  the  Minister  having  charge 
thereof.  If  there  be  two  or  more  Congregations 
or  Churches  therein,  it  shall  be  deemed  the  cure 
of  the  Ministers  thereof,  and  the  assent  of  a  major 
ity  of  such  Ministers  shall  be  necessary ;  but  noth 
ing  in  this  Canon  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any 
Clergyman  of  this  Church  from  officiating  in  any 
Parish  Church  or  in  any  place  of  public  worship 
used  by  any  Congregation  of  this  Church,  or  else 
where  within  the  parochial  cure  of  the  Minister  of 
the  said  Congregation,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Clergyman  in  charge  of  such  Congregation ;  or,  in 
his  absence,  of  the  Churchwardens  and  Vestrymen 
or  Trustees  of  such  Congregation,  or  of  a  majority 
of  them. 

When,  under  Diocesan  authority,  a  new  Parish 
is  constituted,  and  its  boundaries  defined,  this 
Section  shall  be  applicable  to  the  same  as  so 
established. 

[3.]  If  any  Minister  of  the  Church,  from  in 
ability  or  any  other  cause,  neglect  to  perform  the 
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regular  services  in  his  Congregation,  and  refuse, 
without  good  cause,  his  consent  to  any  other  Min 
ister  of  the  Church  to  officiate  within  his  cure ,  the 
Churchwardens,  Vestrymen,  or  Trustees  of  such 
Congregation  shall,  on  proof  of  such  neglect  or 
refusal  before  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  or  if  there 
be  no  Bishop,  before  the  Standing  Committee,  or 
before  such  persons  as  may  be  deputed  by  him  or 
them,  or  before  such  persons  as  may  be,  by  the 
regulations  of  this  Church  in  any  Diocese,  vested 
with  the  power  of  hearing  and  deciding  on  com 
plaints  against  Clergymen,  have  power,  with  the 
written  consent  of  the  before-mentioned  authority, 
to  open  the  doors  of  their  Church  to  any  regular 
Minister  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

[4.]    This   Canon  shall    not   aflect   any   legal 
rights  of  property  of  any  Parish.* 

§  vii.  [1.]  A  Minister  of  this  Church  removing 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  Bishop  or  other 
Ecclesiastical  Authority,  shall,  in  order  to -gain 
canonical  residence  within  the  same,  present  to 
said  Ecclesiastical  Authority  a  testimonial  from 
the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of  the  Diocese  or  Mis 
sionary  District  in  which  ho  last  resided,  which 
.testimonial  shall  set  forth  his  true  standing  and 
character.  The  testimonial  may  be  in  the  following 
words : 

I  hereby  certify  that  A.  B.,  who  has  signified  to  me  his 

desire  to  be  transferred  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of , 

is  a  Presbyter  (or  Deacon)  of ,  in  regular  standing,  and 

has  not,  so  far  as  I  know  or  believe,  been  justly  liable  to  evil 

•  Canon  as  amended  in  1859  and  1868. 
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report,  for  error  in  religion  or  viciousness  of  life,  for  three 
years  last  past. 

[2.]  All  such  testimonials  shall  be  called  Let 
ters  Diuiissory .  No  such  letter  shall  affect  a  Min 
ister's  canonical  residence,  until,  after  having  been 
presented  according  to  its  address,  it  shall  have 
been  accepted,  and  notification  of  such  acceptance 
giveif  to  the  authority  whence  it  proceeded.  The 
residence  of  the  Minister  so  transferred  shall  date 
from  the  acceptance  of  his  letter  of  transfer.  If 
not  presented  within  three  months  after  its  date,  it 
may  be  considered  as  void  by  the  authority  whence 
it  proceeded  ;  and  shall  be  so  considered,  unless  it 
be  presented  within  six  mouths. 

[3.]  If  a  Minister,  removing  into  another  Dio 
cese,  who  has  been  called  to  take  charge  of  a  Parish 
or  Congregation,  shall  present  a  testimonial  in  the 
form  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Ecclsias- 
tical  Authority  of  the  Diocese  to  which  he  has  re 
moved,  to  accept  it,  unless  the  Bishop  or  Standing 
Committee  should  have  heard  rumors,  that  he  or 
they  believe  to  be  well  founded,  against  the  charac 
ter  of  the  Minister  concerned,  which  would  form  a 
proper  ground  of  canonical  inquiry,  and  present 
ment  ;  in  which  case  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority 
shall  communicate  the  same  to  the  Bishop  or  Stand 
ing  Committee  of  the  Diocese  to  whose  jurisdiction 
the  said  Minister  belongs ;  and,  in  such  case,  it 
shall  not  be  the  duty  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Author 
ity  to  accept  the  testimonial,  unless,  and  until, 
the  Minister  shall  be  exculpated  from  the  said 
charges. 
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[4.]  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  Ministers,  except 
Professors  in  the  General  Theological  Seminary, 
Professors  and  Tutors  in  any  University  or  College 
which  is  maintained  and  governed  by  two  or  more 
Dioceses,  associated  for  that  purpose,  Officers  of  the 
Board  of  Missions,  and  Chaplains  in  the  Army  and 
Navy,  to  obtain  and  present  letters  of  transfer  as 
above  described,  whenever  they  remove  from  one 
Diocese  or  Missionary  District  to  any  other  Diocese 
or  Missionary  District,  whether  Domestic  or  For 
eign,  and  remain  the  re  for  the  space  of  six  months. 
But  when  a  Diocese  is  divided  into  two  or  more 
Dioceses,  any  Professor  in  a  Theological  Seminary 
therein,  which  is  governed  by  Trustees  from  every 
part  of  such  original  Diocese,  may  select  to  which 
of  said  Dioceses  he  shall  belong,  and  shall  not  be 
obliged  to  obtain  and  present  the  above-mentioned 
letters  of  transfer.11 
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§  i.  [1.]  To  entitle  a  Diocese  to  the  choice  of  a 
Bishop,  by  the  Convention  thereof,  there  must  be, 
at  the  time  of  such  choice,  and  have  been  during 
the  year  previous,  at  least  six  officiating  Presbyters 
therein,  regularly  settled  in  a  Parish  or  Church,  and 
qualified  to  vote  for  a  Bishop,  and  six  or  more 
Parishes  represented  in  the  Convention  electing. 
But  two  or  more  adjoining  Dioceses,  not  having 
respectively  the  requisite  number  of  Presbyters  to 

•  Canon  6,  1856;  amended  and  renumbered,  1874. 


When  Letters 
Dimissory  are  not 
required. 


Theological  Pro 
fessors  may  select 
their  Diocese. 


Election  of 
Bishops. 


Six  Presbyters 
and  six  Parishes. 


Two  or  more 
Dioceses  uniting. 


59 


Cttle  I. 


CANON    15. 


First  proviso. 


Second  proviso. 


\\Hiat  »'s  a 
settlement. 


Certificates  to  be, 
produced  by  the 
Bishop  elect. 


Of  Bishops. 


entitle  either  to  the  choice  of  a  Bishop,  may  asso 
ciate  and  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  Bishop,  to  ex 
ercise  jurisdiction  alike  in  each  of  the  associated 
'  T)ioceses,  if  there  be  at  the  time  of  such  choice,  and 
have  been  during  the  year  previous,  nine  or  more 
such  Presbyters  residing  in  any  part  of  such  asso 
ciated  Dioceses,  qualified  as  aforesaid;  and  the 
Bishop,  so  elected,  shall  exercise  Episcopal  juris 
diction  over  each  of  the  associated  Dioceses,  until 
such  time  as  some  one  of  such  Dioceses,  having  six 
or  more  Presbyters  canonically  qualified  to  elect  a 
Bishop,  shall  elect  him,  and  he  shall  have  accepted 
the  office  as  its  own  exclusive  Diocesan ;  whereupon, 
his  connection  with  the  other  associated  Diocese 
or  Dioceses  shall  cease  and  determine  :  Provided, 
always,  that  the  Dioceses  thus  associated  in  the 
election  of  a  common  Bishop,  and  the  Conventions 
thereof,  shall,  in  all  other  respects,  remain  as  be 
fore,  unconnected  and  independent  of  each  other : 
and  Provided,  also,  that  such  association  shall 
be  dissolved  on  the  demise  of  the  Bishop,  if  not 
before. 

[2.]  A  Minister  is  settled,  for  all  purposes  here 
or  elsewhere  mentioned  in  these  Canons,  who  has 
been  engaged  permanently  by  any  Parish,  accord 
ing  to  the  rules  of  said  Diocese,  or  for  any  term 
not  less  than  one  year.a 

§  ii.  [1.]  Every  Bishop  elect,  before  his  conse 
cration,  shall  produce  to  the  House  of  Bishops, 
from  the  Convention  by  whom  he  is  elected,  evi- 

•  Canon  2,  1844. 
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dence  of  such  election ;  and,  from  the  House  of 
Deputies  in  General  Convention,  evidence  of  their 
approbation  of  his  testimonials,  and  of  their  assent 
to  his  consecration ;  and  also  certificates,  respect 
ively,  in  the  following  words ;  such  certificates,  in 
both  cases,  to  be  signed  by  a  constitutional  majorr 
ity  of  the  members  of  the  Diocesan  Convention, 
or  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  as  the  case  may  be. 
The  same  evidence  of  election  by,  and  the  same 
certificate  from,  the  members  of  the  Diocesan  Con 
vention,  shall  be  presented  to  the  House  of  Depu 
ties  in  General  Convention. 

Testimony  from  the  Members  of  the  Convention  in  the  Diocese 
from  whence  the  person  is  recommended  for  consecration. 

"We,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  fully  sensible  how  im 
portant  it  is  that  the  sacred  office  of  a  Bishop  should  not  be 
unworthily  conferred,, and  firmly  persuaded  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  bear  testimony  on  this  solemn  occasion,  without  partiality 
or  affection,  do,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  testify  that 
A.  B.  is  not,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  justly  liable  to  evil 
report,  either  for  error  in  religion,  or  for  viciousness  in  life; 
and  that  we  do  not  know  or  believe  there  is  any  impediment, 
on  account  of  which  he  ought  not  to  be  consecrated  to  that 
Holy  Office.  We  do,  moreover,  jointly  and  severally  declare 
that  we  do,  in  our  conscience,  believe  him  to  be  of  such  suffi 
ciency  in  good  learning,  such  soundness  in  the  faith,  and  of 
such  virtuous  and  pure  manners,  and  godly  conversation,  that 
lie  is  apt  and  meet  to  exercise  the  Office  of  a  Bishop  to  the 
honor  of  God,  and  the  edifying  of  His  Church,  and  to  be  a 
wholesome  example  to  the  flock  of  Christ. 

The  above  certificate  shall'  be  presented  to  the 
House  of  Deputies  in  General  Convention. 

Testimony  from  the  House  of  Deputies  in  General  Conven 
tion. 

We,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  fully  sensible  how  im 
portant  it  is  that  the  sacred  Office  of  a  Bishop  should  not  be 
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unworthily  conferred,  and  firmly  persuaded  ihnt  it  is  our  duty 
to  bear  testimony  on  this  solemn  occasion,  without  partiality 
or  affection,  do,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  testify  that 
A.  B.  is  not,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  justly  liable  to  evil 
report,  either  for  error  in  religion,  or  for  viciousness  of  life; 
and  that  we  do  not  know  or  believe  there  is  any  impediment, 
on  account  of  which  he  ought  not  to  be  consecrated  to  that 
holy  Office,  but  that  he  hath,  as  we  believe,  led  his  life,  for 

three  years  last  past,  piously,  soberly,  and  honestly.     • 

• 

[2.]  If  the  House  of  Bishops  consent  to  the 
consecration,  the  Presiding  Bishop,  without  delay, 
shall  notify  the  Bishop  elect  of  such  consent ;  and, 
on  notice  of  his  acceptance,  the  Presiding  Bishop 
shall  take  order  for  the  consecration  of  said  Bishop 
elect  by  himself  and  two  other  Bishops,  or  by  any 
three  Bishops  to  whom  he  may  communicate  the 
testimonials.* 

§  iii.  [1.]  If,  during  the  recess  of  the  General 
Convention,  the  Church  in  any  Diocese  should  be 
desirous  of  the  consecration  of  a  Bishop  elect,  the 
Standing  Committee  of  the  Church  in  such  Dio 
cese  may,  by  their  president,  or  by  some  person  or 
persons  specially  appointed,  communicate  the  desire 
to  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Churches  in  the 
:lifferent  Dioceses,  together  with  copies  of  the  ne 
cessary  testimonials ;  and  if  the  major  number  of 
the  Standing  Committees  shall  consent  to  the  pro 
posed  consecration,.the  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Diocese  concerned  shall  forward  the  evidence  of 
such  consent,  together  with  other  testimonials,  to 
the  Presiding  Bishop  of  the  House  of  Bishops,  or, 
in  case  of  his  death,  to  the  Bishop  who,  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  House  of  Bishops,  is  to  preside 

•  Canon  3, 1832;  amended,  1883. 
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at  the  next  General  Convention,  who  shall  com 
municate  the  same  to  all  the  Bishops  of  this  Church 
in  the  United  States,  excepting  those  whose  resig 
nations  have  been  accepted;  and  if  a  majority  of 
the  Bishops  consent  to  the  consecration,  the  Pre 
siding  Bishop,  without  delay,  shall  notify  the  Bishop 
elect  of  such  consent ;  and,  on  his  acceptance,  the 
Presiding  Bishop  shall  take  order  for  the  consecra 
tion  of  said  Bishop  elect  by  himself  and  two  other 
Bishops,  or  by  any  three  Bishops  to  whom  he  may 
communicate  the  testimonials.8 

[2.]  The  evidence  of  the  consent  of  the  differ 
ent  Standing  Committees  shall  be  in  the  form  pre 
scribed  for  the  House  of  Deputies  in  General  Con 
vention  ;  and,  without  the  aforesaid  requisites,  no 
consecration  shall  take  place  during  the  recess  of 
the  General  Convention ;  but  in  case  the  election 
of  a  Bishop  shall  take  place  within  six  months 
before  the  meeting  of  the  General  Convention, 
all  matters  relative  to  the  consecration  shall  be 
deferred  until  the  said  meeting.b 

§  iv.  No  man  shall  be  consecrated  a  Bishop  of 
this  Church  until  he  shall  be  thirty  years  old.c 

§  v.  When  a  Bishop  of  a  Diocese  is  unable,  by 
reason  of  old  age,  or  other  permanent  cause  of 
infirmity,  or  by  reason  of  the  extent  of  his  Diocese, 
to  discharge  his  Episcopal  duties,  one  Assistant 
Bishop  may  be  elected  by  and  for  the  said  Diocese, 
who  shall,  in  all  cases,  succeed  the  Bishop  in  case 
of  surviving  him :  Provided,  that  before  the  elec- 

•  Amended,  1883.         b  Canon  5, 1832.         e  Canon  8,  1832. 
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timi  of  an  Assistant  Bishop  for  the  reason  of  ex 
tent  of  Diocese,  the  consent  of  the  General  Con 
vention,  or  during  the  recess  thereof,  the  consent 
of  a  majority  of  the  Bishops  and  of  the  several 
Standing  Committees,  must  be  had  and  obtained. 
The  Assistant  Bishop  shall  perform  such  Episco 
pal  duties,  and  exercise   such   Episcopal   author 
ity  in   the   Diocese,  as   the   Bishop   shall   assign 
to  him  ;  and,  in  case  of  the  Bishop's  inability  to 
assign   such  duties,   declared  by  the   Convention 
of  the  Diocese,  the  Assistant  Bishop  shall,  during 
such  inability,  perform  all  the   duties,  and  exer 
cise   all   the    authorities  which  appertain    to    the 
|  office  of  a  Bishop.     No  person  shall  be  elected  or 
|  consecrated  a   Suffragan   Bishop,  nor  shall  there 
|  be  more  than  one  Assistant  Bishop  in  a  Diocese 
!  at  the  same  time.* 

I 

§  vi.  [1.]  The  House  of  Deputies  may,  from 
time  to  time,  on  nomination  by  the  House  of 
Bishops,  elect  a  suitable  person  or  persons  to  be  a 
Bishop  or  Bishops  of  this  Church,  to  exercise 
Episcopal  functions  in  States  or  Territories,  or 
parts  thereof  not  organized  into  Dioceses.  The 
evidence  of  such  election  shall  be  a  certificate, 
to  be  subscribed  by  a  constitutional  majority  of 
said  House  of  Deputies,  in  the  form  required 
by  Section  ii  of  this  Canon,  to  be  given  by  the 
members  of  Diocesan  Conventions  on  the  recom 
mendation  of  Bishops  elect  for  consecration,  which 
certificate  shall  be  produced  to  the  House  of 

*  Canon  6,  1832;  as  amended,  1871. 
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Bishops ;  and  if  the  House  of  Bishops  shall  con 
sent  to  the  consecration,  they  may  take  order  for 
that  purpose. 

[2.]  The  Bishop  or  Bishops  so  elected  and  con 
secrated,  shall  exercise  Episcopal  functions  in  such 
States  and  Territories,  or  parts   thereof,  in    con 
formity  with  the  Constitution  and  Canons  of  the 
j  Church,  and  under  such  regulations  and  instruc- 
j  tions,  not  inconsistent  therewith,  as  the  House  of 
|  Bishops  may  prescribe  ;  and  the  House  of  Bishops 
may,  at  any  time,  increase  or  diminish  the  number 
of  States   or    Territories,   or   parts   thereof,  over 
which  the  said  Bishop  or  Bishops  shall  exercise 
Episcopal  functions. 

[3.]  In  case   of  the  death  or  resignation  of  a 

Missionary  Bishop,  or  of  vacancy  by  other  cause, 

the  charge  of  the  vacant  Missionary  Jurisdiction 

i  shall  devolve  on  the  senior  Bishop  of  this  Church, 

I  .with  the  power  of  appointing  some  other  Bishop 

|  as  his  substitute  in  said  charge. 

[4.]   The  jurisdiction  of  this  Church  extending 
in  right,  though  not  always  in  form,  to  all  persons 
belonging  to  it  within  the    United   States,   it   is 
hereby  enacted  that  each  Missionary  Bishop  shall 
|  have  jurisdiction  over  the  Clergy  in  the  district 
|  assigned  him.      Every   such  Bishop  shall  yearly 
i  appoint  two   Presbyters,   and  two   Laymen  com 
municants  of  this  Church,  resident  within  his  Mis 
sionary  Jurisdiction,  to  perform   the  duties  of  a 
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Standing  Committee  for  such  jurisdiction,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  till  their  successors  are 
appointed :  Provided,  that  no  Standing  Committee 
constituted  under  this  Section  shall  have  power 
to  give  or  refuse  assent  to  the  consecration  of  a 
Bishop. 

9 

[5.]  He  shall,  for  the  due  administration  of 
his  jurisdiction,  select  the  Constitution  and  Can 
ons  of  one  of  the  Dioceses  of  this  Church,  which 
shall  remain  in  force,  as  far  as  applicable  to  the 
circumstances  of  such  Missionary  Jurisdiction, 
until  it  shall  be  erected  into  a  Diocese,  and 
shall  have  adopted  its  own  Constitution  and 

Canons. 

• 

[6.]  In  case  a  presentment  and  trial  of  a 
Clergyman  become  proper,  the  Clerical  Members 
of  the  Standing  Committee  may  make  present 
ment:  Provided,  that  the  Court  shall  be  com 
posed  of  at  least  three  Presbyters  ;  and  if  there 
be  not  a  sufficient  number  of  qualified  Presbyters 
within  his  jurisdiction  (excluding  the  members  of 
the  Standing  Committee,  and  the  accused),  the 
said  Missionary  Bishop  may  call  to  his  aid  Pres 
byters  of  any  Diocese  or  Missionary  Jurisdiction 
sufficiently  near. 

[7.]  Any  Bishop  or  Bishops  elected  and  conse 
crated  under  this  Section  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  the  House  of  Bishops,  and  shall  be  eligible 
to  the  office  of  Diocesan  Bishop  in  any  organized 
Diocese  within  the  United  States.  And  when- 
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ever  a  Diocese  shall  have  been  organized  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  such  Missionary  Bishop,  if 
he  shall  be  chosen  Bishop  of  such  Diocese,  he 
may  accept  the  office  without  vacating  his  Mis 
sionary  appointment :  Provided,  that  he  continue 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  Missionary  Bishop  with 
in  the  residue  of  his  original  jurisdiction,  if  there 
be  such  residue. 


[8.]   Every  such  Bishop  shall  report   to   each     Report  to  Gen- 
General  Convention  his  proceedings,  and  the  Ftate 
and  condition  of  the  Church  within  his  Missionary 
Jurisdiction ;   and,  at  least  once  a   year,  make  a 
report  to  the  Board  of  Missions.3 


and  to  the  Board 
of  Missions. 


§  vii.  [1.]  The  House  of  Deputies  may,  from 
time  to  time,  on  nomination  by  the  House  of  Bish 
ops,  elect  a  suitable  person  or  persons  to  be  a 
Bishop  or  Bishops  of  this  Church,  to  exercise 
Episcopal  functions  in  any  Missionary  station  or 
stations  of  this  Church  out  of  the  Territory  of 
the  United  States,  which  the  House  of  Bishops, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Deputies, 
may  have  designated.  The  evidence  of  such  elec 
tion  shall  be  a  certificate,  to  be  subscribed  by  a 
constitutional  majority  of  said  House  of  Deputies, 
expressing  their  assent  to  the  said  nomination, 
which  certificate  shall  be  produced  to  the  House 
of  Bishops;  and  if  the  House  of  Bishops  shall 
consent  to  the  consecration,  they  may  take  order 
for  that  purpose. 

a  Canon  10,  1856;  as  amended,  1871. 
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[2.]  Any  Bishop  elected  and  consecrated  under 
this  Section,  or  any  Foreign  Missionary  Bishop 
heretofore  consecrated  to  exercise  Episcopal  func 
tions  in  any  place  or  country  which  may  have  been 
thus  designated,  shall  have  no  jurisdiction,  except 
in  the  place  or  country  for  which  he  has  been 
elected  and  consecrated.  He  shall a  be  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Bishops,  but  shall  not 
become  a  Diocesan  Bishop  in  any  organized  Dio 
cese  within  the  United  States,  unless  with  the 
consent  of  three  fourths  of  all  the  Bishops  en 
titled  to  seats  in  the  House  of  Bishops,  and  also 
of  three  fourths  of  the  Deputies  present  at  the 
Session  of  the  General  Convention,  or,  in  the 
recess  of  the  General  Convention,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Standing  Committees  of  three  fourths  of  the 
Dioceses. 

[3.]  Any  Bishop  or  Bishops  consecrated  under 
this  section,  or  any  Foreign  Missionary  Bishop 
heretofore  consecrated,  shall,  on  presentment  by 
two  thirds  of  the  Missionaries  under  his  charge, 
for  immorality  or  heresy,  or  for  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution  or  Canons  of  this  Church,  be  tried, 
and,  if  found  guilty,  sentenced,  in  all  particulars 
as  if  he  were  actually  resident  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  except  that  the  trial  may  be 
within  any  Diocese  in  the  United  States. 

[4.]  Any  Bishop  or  Bishops  elected  and  censer 
crated  under  this  Section,  or  any  Foreign  Mission 
ary  Bishop  heretofore  consecrated,  or  any  Bishop 

•  Thcso  words  were  thus  altered  in  18C5. 
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to  whom  the  exercise  of  Episcopal  powers  and 
functions  in  a  foreign  Church  or  Congregation  shall 
have  been  assigned  by  the  Presiding  Bishop,  may 
ordain  as  Deacons  or  Presbyters,  to  officiate  within 
the  limits  of  their  respective  Missions,  or  in  such 
foreign  Church  or  Congregation,  any  persons,  of 
the  age  required  by  the  Canons  of  this  Church, 
who  shall  exhibit  to  him  or  them  the  testimonials 
required  by  Canons  6  and  8  of  this  Title,  signed  by 
not  less  than  two  of  the  ordained  Missionaries  of 
this  Church  who  may  be  subject  to  his  or  their 
charge,  or  by  two  Presbyters  of  this  Church,  in 
good  standing,  connected  with  such  foreign  Church 
or  Congregation. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  that  if  there  be  only  one 
ordained  Missionary  attached  to  the  Mission,  or 
only  one  Presbyter  of  this  Church  connected  with 
such  foreign  Church  or  Congregation,  and  capable 
of  acting  at  the  time,  the  signature  of  a  Presby 
ter  in  good  standing  under  the  jurisdiction  of  any 
Bishop  in  communion  with  this  Church  may  be 
admitted  to  supply  the  deficiency.* 

[5.]  Any  Foreign  Missionary  Bishop  conse 
crated  under  this  Section,  or  heretofore  consecrated, 
may,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  two  Presbyters, 
one  of  whom,  if  necessity  require,  shall  be  a  Pres 
byter  in  good  standing  •  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
any  Bishop  in  communion  with  this  Church,  dis 
pense  with  those  studies  required  from  a  Candidate 
for  Deacon's  Orders  by  the  Canons  of  this  Church  : 
Provided^  that  no  person  shall  be  ordained  by  him 

•  This  Section  was  thus  amended  in  1865. 
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who  has  not  passed  a  satisfactory  examination,  in 
the  presence  of  two  Presbyters,  as  to  his  theological 
learning  and  aptitude  to  teach :  and  Provided,  fur 
ther,  that  no  person  shall  be  ordained  by  him  until 
he  shall  have  been  a  candidate  for  at  least  three 
years.  Nor  shall  any  Deacon,  so  ordained,  be  ad- 
vancjed  to  the  Order  of  Presbyters,  who  has  not 
been  in  Deacon's  Orders  for  at  least  one  year. 
Nor  shall  any  Deacon  or  Priest,  who  shall  have 
been  ordained  under  this  Section,  be  allowed  to 
hold  any  cure,  or  officiate  in  the  Church  in  these 
United  States,  until  he  shall  have  complied  with 
existing  Canons  relating  to  the  learning  of  persons 
to  be  ordained. 

[6.]  Any  Foreign  Missionary  Bishop  or  Bishops 
elected  and  consecrated  under  this  Section,  or  any 
Foreign  Missionary  Bishop  heretofore  consecrated, 
ihall  have  jurisdiction  and  government  according 
to  the  Canons  of  this  Church  over  all  Missionaries 
or  Clergymen  of  this  Church,  resident  in  the  dis 
trict  or  country  for  which  he  or  they  may  have 
been  consecrated. 

[7.]  Every  such  Bishop  shall  yearly  appoint  a 
Standing  Committee,  consisting  of  not  less  than 
two  nor  more  than  five  Presbyters  resident  within 
his  jurisdiction,  and,  if  he  shall  find  it  practicable 
ind  advisable,  of  an  equal'number  of  Lay-Commu 
nicants;  which  Standing  Committee  shall  have,  so 
'ar  as  the  circumstances  of  the  jurisdiction  permit, 
the  powers  and  duties  provided  for  by  the  Consti- 
'ution  and  Canons  that  have  been  adopted  for  the 
government  of  such  jurisdiction.  In  case  cf  the 
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absence  of  the  Bishop  from  his  jurisdiction,  or  of 
a  vacancy  in  the  Episcopate,  said  Standing  Com 
mittee  shall  be  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of 
such  Missionary  Jurisdiction. 

[8]  If  any  Minister  of  this  Church,  acting  under 
a  Foreign  Missionary  appointment,  and  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  Foreign  Missionary  Bishop  of  this 
Church,  shall  commit  any  offence  which  comes 
within  the  provisions  of  Canon  2  of  Title  II*  Of 
Offences  for  which  Ministers  may  be  tried  and 
punished ;  or  shall  refuse  obedience  to  the  lawful 
authority  of  the  Missionary  Bishop,  such  Clergy 
man  shall  be  proceeded  against  according  to  the 
Constitution  and  Canons  of  any  Diocese  of  this 
Church  which  may  have  been  selected  at  the  time 
of  the  appointment  of  the  Standing  Committee  of 
such  Missionary  Jurisdiction :  Provided,  that  a  pre 
sentment  shall  first  be  made  by  the  members  of 
said  Standing  Committee,  or,  if  the  accused  party 
be  a  member  of  the  Standing  Committee,  by  the 
other  member  or  members  thereof. 

[9.]  The  Court  for  the  trial  of  such  Minister 
shall  consist  of  five  Presbyters,  excluding  the  mem 
bers  of  the  Standing  Committee ;  or,  if  there  be 
not  five,  then  of  all  the  members  of  such  Missionary 
Jurisdiction.  If  there  be  more  than  five,  then  shall 
the  Standing  Committee  select,  by  lot,  the  five  who 
shall  compose  the  Court,  which  Court  shall  proceed 
in  the  trial,  according  to  the  Canons  of  the  General 
Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable  to  such  a  case ; 
and  where  no  provision  is  made  adequate  to  the 
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exigency,  the  Court  shall  consider  and  adjudge  the 
case  according  to  the  principles  of  law  and  equity. 

[10.]  The  sentence  of  the  Court  shall  be  ren 
dered  to  the  Bishop  of  such  Missionary  Jurisdiction, 
who  shall  have  power  to  revise  and  modify  the 
same,  and  the  decision  of  the  Bishop  shall  be  final 
and  conclusive. 

[11.]  Every  Bishop  elected  and  consecrated 
under  this  Section,  or  Foreign  Missionary  Bishop 
heretofore  consecrated,  shall  report  to  each  General 
Convention  his  proceedings  and  acts,  and  the  state 
of  the  Mission  under  his  supervision.  He  shall 
also  make  a  similar  report  at  least  once  a  year  to 
the  Board  of  Missions  of  this  Church.* 

• 

§  viii.  [1.]  When  a  Diocese,  entitled  to  the  choice 
of  a  Bishop,  shall  elect  as  its  Diocesan  a  Missionary 
Bishop  of  this  Church,  if  such  election  shall  have 
taken  place  within  three  months  before  a  meeting  of 
the  General  Convention,  evidence  thereof  shall  be 
laid  before  each  House  of  the  General  Convention, 
and  the  concurrence  of  each  House,  and  its  express 
consent,  shall  be  necessary  to  the  validity  of  said 
lection,  and  shall  complete  the  same ;  so  that  the 
Bishop  thus  elected  shall  be  thereafter  the  Bishop 
of  the  Diocese  which  has  elected  him. 

[2.]  If  the  said  election  have  taken  place  more 
than  three  months  before  a  meeting  of  the  General 
Convention,  the  above  process  may  be  adopted,  or 
the  following  instead  thereof,  viz. :  The  Standing 
Committee  of  the  Diocese  electing  shall  give  duly  ' 

•  Canon  1, 1850. 
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certified  evidence  of  the  election  to  every  Bishop 
of  this  Church,  and  to  the  Standing  Committee  of 
every  Diocese.  On  receiving  notice  of  the  con 
currence  of  a  majority  of  the  Bishops  and  of  the 
Standing  Committees  in  the  election,  and  their  ex 
press  consent  thereto,  the  Standing  Committee  of 
the  Diocese  concerned  shall  transmit  notice  thereof 
to  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of  every  Diocese 
and  Missionary  Jurisdiction  within  the  United 
States;  which  notice  shall  state  what  Bishops  and 
what  Standing  Committees  have  consented  to  the 
election.  And  the  same  Committee  shall  trans 
mit  to  every  Congregation  in  the  Diocese  con 
cerned,  to  be  publicly  read  therein,  a  notice  of 
the  election  to  the  Episcopate  thereof  of  the  Bishop 
thus  elected,  and  also  cause  public  notice  thereof 
to  be  given  in  such  other  way  as  they  may  think 
proper.3 

§  ix.  It  is  deemed  proper  that  every  Bishop  of 
this  Church  shall  deliver,  at  least  once  in  three 
years,  a  charge  to  the  Clergy  of  his  Diocese,  unless 
prevented  by  reasonable  cause.  And  it  is  also 
deemed  proper  that,  from  time  to  time,  he  shall 
address  to  the  people  of  his  Diocese  Pastoral  Let 
ters  on  some  points  of  Christian  doctrine,  worship, 
or  manners.b 

§  x.  [1.]  Every  Bishop  in  this  Church  shall 
visit  the  Churches  within  his  Diocese  at  least  once 
in  three  years,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
state  of  his  Church,  inspecting  the  behaviour  of  his 


•  Canon  9, 1856. 
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Clergy,  administering  the  Apostolic  rite  of  Con 
firmation,  ministering  the  Word,  and,  if  he  think 
fit,  administering  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Sup 
per,  to  the  people  committed  to  his  charge.  And 
if  a  Bishop  shall  decline,  for  more  than  three  years, 
to  visit  a  Parish  or  Congregation,  for  reasons  which 
to  him  shall  seem  sufficient,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Rector  or  Minister,  and  Vestry,  or  of  one  of 
them,  to  apply  to  the  Presiding  Bishop,  to  appoint 
the  five  Bishops  in  charge  of  Dioceses,  who  live 
nearest  to  the  Diocese  in  which  such  Church  or 
Congregation  may  be  situated,  to  act  as  a  Council 
of  Conciliation,  who  shall  amicably  determine  all 
matters  of  difference  between  the  parties,  and  each 
party  shall  conform  to  the  decision  of  the  Council 
in  the  premises.  If  the  Presiding  Bishop  shall  be 
the  party  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  Parish  or 
Congregation  may  be,  then  the  application  shall 
be  made  to  the  Bishop  next  in  seniority.  And  in 
any  such  case  as  is  above  mentioned,  the  Bishop 
within  whose  jurisdiction  the  Parish  or  Congrega 
tion  may  be,  may,  at  any  time,  if  he  please,  apply 
himself  to  the  Presiding  Bishop,  for  a  Council 
of  Conciliation  :  Provided,  that  if,  by  the  action  of 
the  General  Convention,  any  Canon  shall  hereafter 
be  made  for  the  establishment  of  a  Council  or 
Councils  of  Conciliation,  for  the  general  purpose 
of  amicably  reconciling  differences  of  this  or  any 
other  kind,  then  such  a  case  as  is  above  named  shall 
be  referred  to  such  general  Council  of  Conciliation, 
and  the  parties  shall  abide  by  its  decision. 

[2.]  To  enable  the  Bishop,  who  may  be  Rector 
of  a  Church,  to  make  his  official  visitation,  it  shall 
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be  the  duty  of  the  Clergy,  in  such  reasonable  rota 
tion  as  may  be  devised,  to  officiate  for  him  in  the 
performance  of  his  parochial  duties,  provision 
being  made  for  the  payment  of  their  expenses. 

[3.]  It  is  left  to  each  Diocese  to  make  provis 
ion,  in  such  way  as  it  may  deem  proper,  for 
defraying  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Bishop's 
visitation. 

[4.]  The  Bishop  shall  keep  a  register  of  his 
proceedings  at  every  visitation  of  his  Diocese.* 

§  xL  It  is  the  duty  of  every  Bishop  of  this 
Church  to  reside  within  his  Diocese.b 

§  xii.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  Bishop  of  a 
Diocese  who  is  about  to  leave,  or  has  left,  his  Dio 
cese,  with  the  intention  of  going  out  of  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  or,  if  remaining  out  of  his 
Diocese  for  the  space  of  three  calendar  months 
although  without  leaving  the  United  States,  to 
authorize,  by  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
the  Assistant  Bishop,  or,  should  there  be  none,  the 
Standing  Committee  of  such  Diocese,  to  act  as  the 
Ecclesiastical  Authority  thereof.  The  Assistant 
Bishop  or  Standing  Committee  so  authorized,  shall 
thereupon  become  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of 
such  Diocese,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  until  such 
writing  shall  be  revoked,  or  the  Bishop  shall  return 
within  the  Diocese  :  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this 
Canon  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any 
Bishop  who  may  have  signed  such  writing  from 
exercising  his  jurisdiction  himself,  so  far  as  the  same 
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may  be  practicable,  during  his  absence  from  his 
3iocese,  or  from  permitting  and  authorizing  any 

other  Bishop  to  perform  Episcopal  offices  for 
iim.a 

§  xiii.  The  Bishop  of  each  Diocese  may  com 
post  forms  of  prayer  or  thanksgiving,  as  the  case 
may  require,  for  extraordinary  occasions,  and  trans 
mit  them  to  each  Clergyman  within  his  Diocese, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  use  such  forms  in  his 
Church  on  such  occasions.  And  the  Clergy  in 
those  States  or  Dioceses  or  other  places  within  the 
bounds  of  this  Church  in  which  there  is  no  Bishop, 
may  use  the  form  of  prayer  or  thanksgiving  com 
posed  by  the  Bishop  of  any  Diocese.  The  Bishop  in 
each  Diocese  may  also  compose  forms  of  prayer 
to  be  used  before  legislative  and  other  public 
bodies.5 

§  xiv.  [1.]  Any  Bishop,  Assistant  Bishop,  or 
Missionary  Bishop  may,  on  the  invitation  of  the 
Convention  or  the  Standing  Committee  of  any 
Diocese  where  there  is  no  Bishop,  or  where  the 
Bishop  is  for  the  time  under  a  disability  to  perform 
Episcopal  offices  by  reason  of  a  judicial  sentence, 
visit  and  perform  Episcopal  offices  in  that  Diocese, 
or  in  any  part  thereof;  and  this  invitation  may  be 
temporary,  and  it  may  at  any  time  be  revoked. 

[2.]  A  Diocese  without  a  Bishop,  or  of  which  the 
Bishop  is  for  the  time  under  a  disability  by  reason 
of  a  judicial  sentence,  may,  by  its  Convention,  be 
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placed  under  provisional  charge  and  authority  of 
the  Bishop  or  Assistant  Bishop  of  another  Dio 
cese,  or  of  a  Missionary  Bishop,  who  shall  by  that 
act  be  authorized  to  perform  all  the  duties  and 
offices  of  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  so  vacant  or 
having  tne  Bishop  disabled :  until,  in  the  case  of 
a  vacant  Diocese,  a  Bishop  be  duly  elected  and 
consecrated  for  the  same ;  and,  in  the  case  of  a 
Diocese  whose  Bishop  is  disqualified  as  aforesaid, 
until  the  disqualification  be  removed;  or  until,  in 
either  case,  the  said  act  of  the  Convention  be 
revoked. 

[3.]  No  Diocese,  while  under  the  provisional 
charge  of  a  Bishop,  shall  invite  any  other  Bishop 
to  perform  any  Episcopal  duty  or  exercise  au 
thority.* 

§  xv.  [1.]  If,  during  the  session  of  the  General 
Convention,  or  within  six  calendar  months  before 
the  meeting  of  any  such  Convention,  a  Bishop  shall 
desire  to  resign  his  jurisdiction,  he  shall  make 
known,  in  writing,  to  the  House  of  Bishops  such 
his  desire,  together  with  the  reasons  moving  him 
thereto ;  whereupon  the  House  of  Bishops  may  in 
vestigate  the  whole  case  of  the  proposed  resignation, 
including  not  only  the  facts  and  reasons  that  may 
be  set  forth  in  the  application  for  the  proposed 
resignation,  but  any  other  facts  and  circumstances 
bearing  upon  it,  so  that  the  whole  subject  of  the 
propriety  or  necessity  of  such  resignation  may  be 
placed  fully  before  the  House  of  Bishops. 

[2.]  An  investigation  having  thus  been  made, 

•  Canon  4, 18 i7;  amended,  1883. 
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the  House  of  Bishops  may  decide  on  the  applica 
tion  ;  and,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present, 
accept  or  refuse  to  accept  such  resignation  ;  and  in 
all  cases  of  a  proposed  resignation,  the  Bishops  shall 
cause  their  proceedings  to  be  recorded  on  their  jour 
nal  ;  and  in  case  of  acceptance,  the  resignation  shall 
be  complete  when  thus  recorded ;  and  notice  thereof 
shall  be  given  to  the  House  of  Deputies. 

[3.]  In  case  a  Bishop  should  desire  to  resign  at 
any  period  not  within  six  calendar  months  before 
the  meeting  of  a  General  Convention,  he  shall  make 
known  to  the  Presiding  Bishop  such  his  desire, 
with  the  reasons  moving  him  thereto ;  whereupon 
the  Presiding  Bishop  shall  communicate,  without 
delay,  a  copy  of  the  same  to  every  Bishop  of  this 
Church  having  Ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  and  also 
to  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese  to  which 
the  Bishop  desiring  to  resign  may  belong ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  summon  said  Bishops  to  meet  him 
in  person,  at  a  place  to  be  by  him  designated  and  at 
a  time  not  less  than  three  calendar  months  from  the 
date  of  his  summons ;  and  should  a  number  not  less 
than  a  majority  of  all  the  said  Bishops  meet  at  the 
time  and  place  designated,  they  shall  then  have  all 
the  powers  given  by  the  previous  clauses  of  this  Sec 
tion  to  the  House  of  Bishops ;  and  should  a  number 
less  than  a  majority  assemble,  they  shall  have  power 
to  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  until  they  can  secure 
the  attendance  of  a  majority  of  all  the  said  Bishops. 
Should  a  proposed  resignation  of  a  Bishop  be  ac 
cepted  at  any  meeting  of  the  Bishops  for  that  pur 
pose  held  during  a  recess,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Senior  Bishop  present  to  pronounce  such  res- 
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ignation  complete,  and  to  communicate  the  same  to 
the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of  each  Diocese,  who 
shall  cause  the  same  to  be  communicated  to  the  sev 
eral  Clergymen  in  charge  of  congregations  therein. 
And  it  shall  be  the  further  duty  of  the  Presiding 
Bishop  to  cause  such  resignation  to  be  formally  re 
corded  on  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Bishops  that 
may  meet  in  General  Convention  next  thereafter. 
If  the  Bishop  desirous  of  resigning  should  be  the 
Presiding  Bishop,  then  all  the  duties  directed  in  this 
Section  to  be  performed  by  the  Presiding  Bishop 
shall  devolve  upon  the  Bishop  next  in  seniority. 

[4.]  No  Diocesan  or  Assistant  Bishop  whose 
resignation  has  been  consummated  pursuant  to 
this  Section,  shall,  under  any  circumstances,  be 
eligible  to  any  Diocese  now  in  union,  or  which 
may  hereafter  be  admitted  into  union,  with  this 
Church ;  nor  shall  he  have  a  seat  in  the  House  of 
Bishops;  but  he  may  perform  Episcopal  acts  at 
the  request  of  any  Bishop  of  this  Church  having 
Ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  within  the  limits  of  his 
Diocese.  Any  Bishop  whose  resignation  by  rea 
son  of  advanced  age  and  bodily  infirmity  arising 
therefrom  has  been  consummated  pursuant  to  this 
Section,  shall  retain  Ids  seat  in  the  House  of 
Bishops,  with  all  the  rights  and  precedences 
therein  to  which  he  would  otherwise  be  entitled.51 

[5.]  A  Bishop  who  ceases  to  have  the  Episcopal 
charge  of  a  Diocese  shall  still  be  subject  in  all  mat 
ters  to  the  Canons  and  authority  of  the  General 
Convention. 

[6.]  In  case  a  suspended  Bishop  of  this  Church 

•  Amended  1883. 
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should  desire  to  resign  at  any  period  not  within  j 
six  calendar  months  before  the  meeting  of  a  Gen 
eral  Convention,  he  shall  make  known  by  letter  to 
the  Presiding  Bishop  such  desire ;  whereupon  the 
Presiding  Bishop  shall  communicate  a  copy  of  the 
same  to  each  Bishop  of  this  Church  having  juris 
diction  ;  and,  in  case  a  majority  of  such  Bishops 
shall'  return  to  the  Presiding  Bishop  their  written 
assent  to  such  resignation,  the  same  shall  be 
deemed  valid  and  final ;  and  written  information  of 
the  said  resignation  shall  at  once  be  communicated 
by  the  Presiding  Bishop  to  the  Bishop  and  Diocese 
concerned,  and  to  each  Bishop  of  this  Church.a 

§  xvi.  [1.]  If  during  the  recess  of  the  General 
Convention,  and  more  than  six  months  previous  to 
its  session,  any  vacancy  arise,  either  by  death, 
resignation,  or  other  cause,  in  the  office  of  any 
Missionary  Bishop  of  this  Church  (whether  Do 
mestic  or  Foreign),  the  House  of  Bishops  shall, 
on  the  written  request  of  twelve  members  of  the 
same,  be  convened  by  the  Presiding  Bishop,  or, 
in  case  of  his  death,  by  the  Bishop  who,  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  House  of  Bishops,  is  to  preside 
at  the  next  General  Convention;  and  thereupon 
may  proceed  to  fill  any  and  every  such  vacancy 
that  may  then  exist,  by  electing  a  suitable  person 
or  persons  to  be  a  Bishop  or  Bishops  of  this 
Church,  to  exercise  Episcopal  functions  within  the 
district,  country,  territory,  station,  or  jurisdiction, 
where  such  vacancy  or  vacancies  may  exist ;  and 
in  case  of  such  election,  they  shall,  by  the  Presid 
ing  Bishop,  or  by  some  person  or  persons  spe- 
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cially  appointed,  communicate  the  fact  of  such  elec 
tion  to  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Churches 
in  the  different  Dioceses ;  and  each  Standing  Com 
mittee  that  shall  consent  to  the  proposed  consecra 
tion  shall  forward  the  evidence  of  such  consent  to 
the  Presiding  Bishop,  or  Bishop  as  aforesaid. 
And  if  the  major  number  of  the  Standing  Commit 
tees  shall  consent  to  the  proposed  consecration, 
the  Presiding  or  other  Bishop  as  aforesaid  shall 
forward  copies  of  the  evidence  of  such  consent  to 
all  the  Bishops  of  this  Church  in  the  United  States 
(excepting  those  whose  resignation  has  been  ac 
cepted)  ;  and  if  a  majority  of  such  Bishops  con 
sent  to  the  consecration,  the  Presiding  Bishop  or 
Bishop  aforesaid,  with  any  two  Bishops,  or  any 
three  Bishops  to  whom  he  may  communicate  the 
testimonials,  may  proceed  to  perform  the  same. 

[2.]  The  evidence  of  the  consent  of  the  differ 
ent  Standing  Committees  shall  be  in  the  form  pre 
scribed  for  the  House  of  Deputies  in  General 
Convention ;  and  without  the  aforesaid  requisites 
no  consecration  shall  take  place  of  any  Missionary 
Bishop  elected  during  the  recess  of  the  General 
Convention. 

[3.]  Every  Bishop  elected  and  consecrated 
under  this  Section  shall  have  the  several  functions, 
jurisdiction,  powers,  and  rights  granted  by  any 
Canon  or  Canons  of  this  Church  to  Missionary 
Bishops,  whether  Domestic  or  Foreign,  according 
as  such  Bishop  shall  be  elected  to  be  a  Domestic 
or  a  Foreign  Missionary  Bishop ;  and  shall  in  all 
matters  be  subject  to  the  Canons  and  authority  of 
the  General  Convention.8 

a  This  Section  was  added  in  18G5,  and  the  Canon  vras  re 
numbered,  1874. 
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CANON    16. 

Of  a  List  of  the  Ministers  of  this  Church. 

§  i.  The  Secretary  of  the  House  of  Bishops  shall 
keep  a  register  of  all  the  Clergy  of  this  Church, 
whose  names  shall  be  delivered  to  him  in  the  fol 
lowing  manner,  that  is  to  say :  Each  Bishop  of 
this  Church,  or  where  there  is  no  Bishop  the 
President  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Dio 
cese,  or  Missionary  Jurisdiction,  shall,  on  or  before 
the  fifteenth  day  of  October  of  each  year,  deliver, 
or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the  Secretary,  a  list  of 
the  names  of  all  the  Ministers  of  the  Church  in 
his  Diocese,  or  Missionary  Jurisdiction,  annexing 
the  names  of  their  respective  cures  or  stations  ;  or, 
in  regard  to  those  who  have  not  any  cures,  their 
places  of  residence  only ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  to  have  printed  in  the  Journal  of 
the  General  Convention  the  list  of  such  names 
made  up  for  the  year  in  which  such  General  Con 
vention  shall  be  held.* 

§  ii.  And,  further,  the  Secretary  shall  obtain  in 
the  same  manner,  from  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority 
of  eacli  Diocese,  a  list,  with  particulars  of  time  and 
place,  of  all  Ministers  belonging  to  the  Diocese, 
who  have  been  ordained  to  the  Diaconate  or  the 
Priesthood,  or  have  died,  or  have  been  deposed, 
since  the  preceding  General  Convention ;  and  the 
said  list  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  published  in 
the  journals  of  the  General  Convention.5 

«  Amended,  1883  and  1886. 

b  Canon  48, 1832;  as  amended,  1868  and  1883. 
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CANON    17. 

Of  the  Mode  of  Securing  an  Accurate   View  of  the 
State  of  the   Church. 

§  i.  As  a  full  and  accurate  view  of  the  state  of 
the  Church,  from  time  to  time,  is  highly  useful  and 
necessary,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that-  every  Min 
ister  of  this  Church,  or  if  the  parish  be  vacant  the 
Wardens,  shall  present,  or  cause  to  be  delivered, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  every  Annual  Con 
vention,  to  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  or  where 
there  is  no  Bishop  to  the  President  of  the  Conven 
tion,  a  statement  of  the  number  of  Baptisms,  Con 
firmations,  Marriages,  and  Funerals,  and  of  the 
number  of  Communicants  in  his  Parish  or  Church  ; 
also  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Sunday  Schools 
in  his  Parish ;  also  of  the  amount  of  the  Commun 
ion  alms,  the  contributions  for  Missions,  Diocesan, 
Domestic,  and  Foreign,  for  Parochial  Schools,  for 
Church  purposes  in  general,  and  of  all  other  mat 
ters  that  may  throw  light  on  the  state  of  the  same. 
And  every  Clergyman,  not  regularly- settled  in  any 
Parish  or  Church,  shall  also  report  the  occasional 
services  he  may  have  performed  ;  and,  if  he  have 
performed  no  such  services,  the  causes  or  reasons 
which  have  prevented  the  same.  And  these  re 
ports,  or  such  parts  of  them  as  the  Bishop  shall 
think  fit,  may  be  read  in  Convention,  and  shall  be 
entered  on  the  journals  thereof. 

§  ii.  At  every  Annual  Diocesan  Convention, 
the  Bishop  shall  deliver  an  Address,  stating  the 
affairs  of  the  Diocese  since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
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Convention  ;  the  names  of  the  Churches  which  he 
has  visited ;  the  number  of  persons  confirmed ; 
the  names  of  those  who  have  been  received  as 
Candidates  for  Orders,  and  of  those  who  have  been 
ordained,  suspended,  or  degraded ;  the  changes 
by  death,  removal,  or  otherwise,  which  have  taken 
place  among  the  Clergy ;  and  in  general,  all  mat 
ters  tending  to  throw  light  on  the  affairs  of  the 
Diocese ;  which  address  shall  be  inserted  on  the 
journals. 

§  iii.  At  every  General  Convention,  the  journals 
of  the  different  Diocesan  Conventions,  since  the 
last  General  Convention,  together  with  such  other 
papers,  viz.,  Episcopal  charges,  addresses,  and  pas 
toral  letters,  as  may  tend  to  throw  light  on  the 
state  of  the  Church  in  each  Diocese,  shall  be  pre 
sented  to  the  House  of  Deputies.  A  Committee 
shall  then  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  view'of  the 
state  of  the  Church,  and  to  make  report  to  the 
House  of  Deputies ;  which  report,  when  agreed  to 
by  the  said  House,  shall  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Bishops,  with  the  request  that  they  will  draw  up, 
and  cause  to  be  published,  a  Pastoral  Letter  to 
the  members  of  the  Church.  And  it  is  hereby 
made  the  duty  of  every  Clergyman  having  a  pas 
toral  charge,  when  any  such  Letter  is  published, 
to  read  the  said  Pastoral  Letter  to  his  congrega 
tion  on  some  occasion  of  public  worship. 

§  iv.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Convention  of  every  Diocese,  or  of  the  per 
son  or  persons  with  whom  the  journals  or  other 


CANON    17. 


Mode  of  Securing  an  Accurate  View,  etc. 


Ecclesiastical  papers  are  lodged,  to  forward  to  the 
House  of  Deputies,  at  every  General  Convention, 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  the  session,  the 
documents  and  papers  specified  in  this  Canon. 

§  v.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Bishop  and 
Standing  Committee  of  the  Church  in  every  Dio 
cese,  or  if  there  be  no  Bishop,  of  the  Standing 
Committee  only,  to  prepare,  previously  to  the 
meeting  of  every  General  Convention,  a  condensed 
report,  and  a  tabular  view  of  the  state  of  the 
Church  in  their  Diocese,  comprising  therein  a 
summary  of  the  statistics  from  the  parochial -re 
ports,  and  from  the  Bishop's  addresses,  specifying, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  capital  and  proceeds  of  the 
Episcopal  fund,  and  of  all  Benevolent  and  Mis 
sionary  associations  of  Churchmen  within  the  Dio 
cese,  and  present  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
House  of  Deputies  on  or  before  the  first  Monday 
of  the  session,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Com 
mittee  on  the  state  of  the  Church,  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Deputies,  in  drafting  their  report.a 

§  vi.  All  incorporated  schools,  all  parochial 
schools,  all  academies  and  colleges,  and  all  hos 
pitals,  asylums  for  orphans  or  other  children  of 
either  sex,  maintained  at  the  expense,  or  conduct 
ed  under  the  management  of  members  of  this 
Church,  are  expected  to  report  annually  to  the 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese  at  the  annual  Convention, 
such  reports  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  parochial 
reports ;  and  at  every  General  Convention  the 

»  Canon  12,  1853;  amended,  1874. 
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tabular  view  of  the  state  of  the  Church  in  each 
Diocese,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
state  of  the  Church,  shall  include  the  results  of 
such  reports.* 

CANON    18. 

Of  the    Mode    of  Publishing   Authorized   Editions 

of  the  Standard  Bible  of  this  Church. 
The  Bishop  of  this  Church  in  any  Diocese,  or 
where  there  is  no  Bishop  the  Standing  Committee, 
is  authorized  to  appoint,  from  time  to  time,  some 
suitable  person  or  persons  to  compare  and  correct 
all  new  editions  of  the  Bible  by  the  standard  edi 
tion  agreed  upon  by  the  General  Convention,  and 
a  certificate  of  their  having  been  so  compared 
and  corrected  shall  be  published  with  said  book.b 


CANON    19. 

Of  Publishing   Editions    of  the    Book  of  Common 

Prayer. 

§  i.  The  Bishop  of  this  Church  in  any  Diocese, 
or  where  there  is  no  Bishop  the  Standing  Commit 
tee  thereof,  shall  appoint  one  or  more  Presbyters 
of  the  Diocese,  who  shall  compare  and  correct  all 
new  editions  of  the  Common  Prayer  Book,  the 
Articles,  Offices,  Metre  Psalms  and  Hymns,  by  a 
copy  of  the  standard  edition ,  and  a  certificate  of 
said  editions  having  been  so  compared  and  cor- 
|  rected  shall  be  published  with  the  same.  And  in 
case  any  edition  shall  be  published  without  such 

•  This  Section  was  added  in  18(52;  and  the  Cauou  renumbered,  1874. 
b  Canon  44,  1832;  renumbered,  1874. 


CANON    19. 


Of  Publishing  Editions,  etc. 

correction,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Bishop,  or 
where  there  is  no  Bishop,  of  the  Standing  Com 
mittee,  to  give  public  notice  that  such  edition  is 
not  authorized  by  the  Church. 

§  ii.  [1.]  The  octavo  edition  of  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer,  Administration  of  the  Sacra 
ments,  and  other  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  the 
Church,  Articles  of  Religion,  and  the  Form  and 
Manner  of  Making,  Ordaining,  and  Consecrating 
Bishops,  Priests,  and  Deacons,  set  forth  by  the 
General  Convention,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1871, 
and  published  by  the  New  York  Bible  and  Com 
mon  Prayer  Book  Society,  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  the  standard  edition. 

[2.]  The  stereotype  plates  of  the  said  edition 
shall  be  in  the  custody  of  a  Presbyter  appointed 
by  the  General  Convention,  and  no  alteration,  cor 
rection,  or  emendation  of  any  sort  in  the  said 
plates  shall  be  made  except  under  the  direction 
of  the  said  custodian,  acting  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  a  Joint  Committee,  appointed  by  the 
General  Convention,  consisting  of  two  Bishops 
and  two  Presbyters;  and  all  alterations,  correc 
tions,  and  emendations  thus  made  shall  be  reported 
by  the  said  custodian,  in  writing,  to  the  next  Gen 
eral  Convention,  and  entered  upon  the  Journal  of 
the  House  of  Deputies.a 

§  iii.  Promptly  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
General  Convention,  the  Secretaries  of  the  two 
Houses  shall  deliver  to  the  Custodian  of  the 

a  Canon  7,  1847;  as  amended,  1871;  renumbered,  1874. 
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Of  Publishing  Editions,  etc. 

Standard  Prayer  Book  true  and  exact  copies  of  all 
alterations  and  additions  in  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  already  adopted  by  the  General  Conven 
tion  under  Article  8  of  the  Constitution;  and 
such  copies  shall  be  duly  certified  by  said  Secre 
taries,  and  be  attested  by  the  Presiding  Officers 
of  the  respective  Houses,  and  shall  be  preserved 
by  the  Custodian  of  the  Standard  Prayer  Book; 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  House  of  Deputies  shall 
take  out  a  copyright  of  said  alterations  and  addi 
tions  according  to  law. 

§  iv.  Until  a  Standard  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
shall  hereafter  be  duly  set  forth  and  established, 
by  the  General  Convention,  all  issues  or  editions 
of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  shall  contain,  as 
an  appendix  to  each  volume  published,  a  certifi 
cate  to  be  prepared  and  signed  by  the  Custodian 
of  the  Standard  Prayer  Book  aforesaid,  and  ap 
proved  by  the  Presiding  Bishop  and  two  other 
Bishops,  showing  what  alterations  and  additions  in 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  the  General  Conven 
tion  of  1886  adopted,  and  their  effect  upon  the 
structure  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  as  it 
was  before  such  alterations  and  additions  were 
adopted.  And  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
Bishop,  or  other  officer  in  any  Diocese,  to  attest 
any  issue  or  edition  of  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  to  be  hereafter  published,  unless  the  same 
shall  contain  the  certificate  of  the  Custodian,  ap 
proved  by  the  Bishops  as  aforesaid. 

§  v.  This  Canon  shall  take  effect  immediately.11 

b  Sections  iii,  iv,  and  v  were  added,  1886. 
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CANON    20. 

Of  the  Due  Celebration  of  Sundays. 

All  persons  within  this  Church  shall  celebrate 
and  keep  the  Lord's  Day,  commonly  called  Sun 
day,  in  hearing  the  word  of  God  read  and  taught, 
in  private  and  public  prayer,  in  other  exercises 
of  devotion,  and  in  acts  of  charity,  using  all  godly 
and  sober  conversation.a 


CANON    21. 

Of  the  Use  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer. 

§  i.  Every  Minister  shall,  before  all  sermons  and 
lectures,  and  on  all  other  occasions  of  public  wor 
ship,  use  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  as  the  same 
is  or  may  be  established  by  the  authority  of  the 
General  Convention  of  this  Church;  and  in  per 
forming  such  service,  no  other  prayers  shall  be 
used  than  those  prescribed  by  the  said  Book.b 

§.ii.  [1.]  If  any  Bishop  have  reason  to  believe, 
or  if  complaint  be  made  to  him  in  writing  by  two 
or  more  of  his  Presbyters,  that  within  his  juris 
diction  ceremonies  or  practices  not  ordained  or  au 
thorized  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  set 
ting  forth  or  symbolizing  erroneous  or  doubtful 
doctrines,  have  been  introduced  by  any  Minister 


Canon  41, 1832. 


Canon  45,  1832. 


Observance  of  the 
Lord's  Day. 


Use  of  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer. 


Introduction  of 
ceremonies  or 
practices  not 
ordained  or 
authorized  in  the 
Book  of  Common 
Prayer. 


89 


Cttle  i. 


CANON    22. 


Specifications. 


The  Minister  to  be 
admonished 


and  tried. 


Of  the  Use  of  the  Book  of  (Jommon  Prayer. 


during  the   celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion 
(such  as, 

a.  The  elevation  of  the  Elements  in  the  Holy 
Communion  in  such  manner  as  to  expose  them  to 
the  view  of  the  people  as  objects  toward  which 
adoration  is  to  be  made. 

#*  Any  act  of  adoration  of  or  toward  the  Ele 
ments  in  the  Holy  Communion,  such  as  bowings, 
prostrations,  or  genuflections  ;  and 

c.  All  other  like  acts  not  authorized  by  the 
Rubrics  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer :) 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Bishop  to  summon 
the  Standing  Committee  as  his  Council  of  Advice, 
and  with  them  to  investigate  the  matter. 

[2.]  If,  after  investigation,  it  shall  appear  to  the 
Bishop  and  Standing  Committee  that  ceremonies 
or  practices  not  ordained  or  authorized  as  afore 
said,  and  setting  forth  or  symbolizing  erroneous  or 
doubtful  doctrines,  have  in  fact  been  introduced  as 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Bishop,  by  in 
strument  of  writing  under  his  hand,  to  admonish 
the  Minister  so  offending  to  discontinue  such  prac 
tices  or  ceremonies ;  and  if  the  Minister  shall  dis 
regard  such  admonition,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Standing  Committee  to  cause  him  to  be  tried  for  a 
breach  of  his  ordination  vow. 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
prevent  the  presentment,  trial,  and  punishment  of 
any  Minister  under  the  provisions  of  Section  i, 
Canon  2,  Title  II  of  the  Digest. 

[3.]  In  all  investigations  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Canon,  the  Minister  whose  acts  or  practices  are 


CANON    23. 
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Of  Church  Music. 

the  subject-matter  of  the  investigation,  shall  be 
notified,  and  have  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  his 
defence.  The  charges  preferred,  and  the  findings 
of  the  Bishop  and  Standing  Committee,  shall  be 
in  writing,  and  a  record  shall  bo  kept  of  the  pro 
ceedings  in  the  case.a 


CANON  22. 

Of   Church   Music. 

§  i.  The  Selection  of  the  Psalms  in  metre,  and 
Hymns  which  are  set  forth  by  authority,  and  An 
thems  in  the  words  of  Holy  Scripture,  are  allowed 
to  be  sung  in  all  Congregations  of  this  Church 
before  and  after  Morning  and  Evening  Prayer,  and 
also  before  and  after  sermons,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Minister,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  by  standing 
directions,  or  from  time  to  time,  to  appoint  such 
authorized  Psalms,  Hymns,  or  Anthems  as  are  to 
be  sung. 

§  ii.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Minister  of 
this  Church,  with  such  assistance  as  he  may  see  fit 
to  employ  from  persons  skilled  in  music,  to  give 
order  concerning  the  tunes  to  be  sung  at  any  time 
in  his  church,  and  especially  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
suppress  all  light  and  unseemly  music,  and  all 
indecency  and  irreverence  in  the  performance  by 
which  vain  and  ungodly  persons  profane  the  service 
of  the  sanctuary. 

•  This  Section  enacted,  1874. 
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CANON    24. 

Of  the  Consecration  of  Churches. 

§  i.  No  Church  or  Chapel  shall  be  consecrated 
until  the  Bishop  shall  have  been  sufficiently  certified 
that  the  building  and  ground  on  which  it  is  erected 
have  T)een  fully  paid  for,  and  are  free  from  lien  or 
other  incumbrance  ;  and  also  that  such  building  and 
ground  are  secured,  by  the  terms  of  the  devise,  or 
deed,  or  subscription  by  which  they  are  given,  from 
the  danger  of  alienation,  either  in  whole  or  in  part, 
from  those  who  profess  and  practise  the  doctrine, 
discipline,  and  worship  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  except  in 
the  cases  provided  for  in  Sections  ii  and  iii  of  this 
Canon  :  Provided,  that  this  shall  not  preclude  the 
alienation  of  lots  for  burial  in  vaults  or  otherwise, 
nor  apply  to  land  owned  lyy  the  Church  corpora 
tion  and  not  necessary  for  religious  uses. 

§  ii.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  Vestry,  Trus 
tees,  or  other  body  authorized  by  law  of  any  State 
or  Territory,  to  hold  property  for  any  Diocese, 
Parish,  or  Congregation,  to  incumber  or  alienate  any 
consecrated  Church  or  Chapel  without  the  previous 
consent  of  the  Bishop,  acting  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese 
in  which  such  Church  or  Chapel  be  situated  :  Pro 
vided,  that  this  section  shall  not  be  operative  in  any 
State  with  the  laws  of  which,  relating  to  the  title 
and  holding  of  property  by  religious  corporations, 
the  same  may  conflict. 


CANON    24. 


Of  the  Consecration  of  Churches. 


§  iii.  No  consecrated  Church  or  Chapel  shall  be 
removed,  taken  down,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  for 
any  "unhallowed,  worldly,  or  common  use,"  with 
out  the  previous  consent  of  the  Bishop,  acting  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Standing  Committee 
of  the  Diocese  in  which  such  Church  or  Chapel 
may  be  situate.* 

•  Canon  of  1868 ;  as  amended,  1871. 


Consent  necessary 
in  other  instances. 


93 


Cttle  II. 


CANON    1. 


§  i,  ii,  iii,  iv. 


To  whom  Minis 
ter*  are  amen 
able. 


Node  of  serving 
citations. 


Of  notices  in 
ytncrul. 
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OF    DISCIPLINE. 


CANON    1. 

Of  Amenability  and  Citations. 

§  iv  EVERY  Minister  shall  be  amenable,  fjor  of 
fences  committed  by  him,  to  the  Bishop,  and  if 
there  be  no  Bishop  to  the  Clerical  members  of  the 
Standing  Committee,  of  the  Diocese  in  which  he 
is  canonic-ally  resident  at  the  time  of  the  charge. 

§  ii.  Unless  a  Diocesan  Convention  shall  other 
wise  provide,  a  citation  to  any  Minister  to  appear, 
at  a  certain  time  and  place,  for  the  trial  of  an  of 
fence,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  duly  served  upon  him 
if  a  copy  thereof  be  left  at  his  last  place  of  abode 
within  the  United  States,  sixty  da}rs  before  the  day 
of  appearance  named  therein  ;  and  in  case  such 
Minister  has  departed  from  the  United  States,  by 
also  publishing,  six  months  before  the  said  day  of 
appearance,  a  copy  of  such  citation  in  some  news 
paper  printed  at  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
State  in  which  the  Minister  is  cited  to  appear.* 

§  iii.  A  notice  or  citation  required  by  any  Canon 

of  this  Church,  when  no  other  mode  of  service  is 

:  provided,  may  be  served  by  leaving  a  copy  with 

the  party,  or  at  his  last  place  of  abode  within  the 

United  States  ;  and  if  he  shall  have  left  the  United 

I  States,  by  also  publishing  a  copy  thereof  in  some 

1  newspaper  printed  at  the  seat  of  government  of  the 

:  State  or  Territory  where  such  party  last  resi  led.1* 

§  iv.  It  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  all 


•  Canon  5,  1835. 


b  Added,  1859. 


CANON   2. 


Of  Offences  for  which  Ministers  may  be  Tried,  etc. 

members  of  this  Church  to  attend  and  give  evi 
dence,  when  duly  summoned  to  do  so,  in  any  Eccle 
siastical  trial  or  investigation  under  the  authority 
of  this  Church.a 

§  v.  In  the  case  of  a  Clergyman  convicted  in 
any  court  of  record,  of  any  crime  or  misdemeanor 
involving  immorality,  or  against  whom  a  judgment 
has  been  recorded  in  any  court  of  record,  in  a 
cause  involving  immorality,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese  or  Juris 
diction  to  which  he  canonically  belongs,  to  insti 
tute  an  inquiry  into  the  matter.  If,  in  their 
judgment,  there  is  sufficient  reason  for  further 
proceedings,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  present  him, 
or  to  see  that  he  be  presented,  for  trial.b 


CANON    2. 

Of  Offences  for  which  Ministers  may  be  Tried  and 
Punished. 

§  i.  Every  Minister  of  this  Church  shall  be 
liable  to  presentment  and  trial  for  the  following 
offences,  viz.  : 

[1.]   Crime  or  immorality. 

[2.]  Holding  and  teaching  publicly  or  privately, 
and  advisedly,  any  doctrine  contrary  to  that  held 
by  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America. 

[3.]  Violation  of  the  Constitution  or  Canons  of 
the  General  Convention. 

[4.]  Violation  of  the  Constitution  or  Canons 
of  the  Diocese  to  which  he  belongs. 

[5.]  Any  act  which  involves  a  breach  of  his 
Ordination  vows. 

•  Added,  18*80.  »>  Added,  1883. 
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Misdemeanor  in  another  Diocese. 

And,  on  being  found  guilty,  he  shall  be  admon 
ished,  suspended,  or  degraded,  according  to  the 
Canons  of  the  Diocese  in  which  the  trial  takes 
place,  until  otherwise  provided  for  by  the  General 
Convention.* 

§  ii.  If  a  Minister  of  this  Church  shall  be  ac 
cused,  by  public  rumor,  of  habitually  neglecting 
the  exercise  of  the  ministerial  office  without  lawful 
cause,  or  of  living  in  the  habitual  disuse  of  public 
worship  or  of  the  Holy  Eucharist  according  to  the 
Offices  of  this  Church,  or  of  being  guilty  of  any 
or  either  of  the  offences  enumerated  in  Section  i, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Bishop,  or,  if  there  be 
no  Bishop,  of  the  Clerical  members  of  the  Stand 
ing  Committee,  to  see  that  an  inquiry  be  instituted 
as  to  the  truth  of  such  public  rumor.  And,  in  case 
of  the  individual  being  proceeded  against  and  con 
victed  according  to  such  rules  or  process  as  may 
be  provided  by  the  Conventions  of  the  respective 
Dioceses,  he  shall  be  admonished,  suspended,  or 
deposed,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require,  in 
conformity  with  their  respective  Constitutions  and 
Canons.b 

CANON    3. 

Of  a  Clergyman  in  one  Diocese  or  Missionary  Dis 
trict  chargeable  with  Misdemeanor  in  another. 
§  i.  If  a  Clergyman  of  this  Church,  belonging 
to  any  Diocese  or  Missionary  District,  shall  have 
conducted  himself  in  any  other  Diocese   or   Mis 
sionary  District  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  liable  to 
presentment  under  the  provisions  of  Canon  2,  Title 
II,  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  thereof  shall  give 

•  Canon  of  1808.  b  Canon  37, 1832  ;  as  amended,  18G8. 


CANON    3. 


Misdemeanor  in  another  Diocese. 

notice  of  the  same  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority 
where  he  is  canonically  resident,  exhibiting,  with 
the  information  given,  reasonable  ground  for  pre 
suming  its  correctness.  If  the  Ecclesiastical  Au 
thority,  when  thus  notified,  shall  omit,  for  the 
space  of  three  months,  to  proceed  against  the  of 
fending  Clergyman,  or  shall  request  the  Ecclesiasti 
cal  Authority  of  the  Diocese  or  Missionary  District 
in  which  the  offence  or  offences  are  alleged  to  have 
been  committed,  to  proceed  against  him,  it  shall  be 
within  the  power  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of 
the  Diocese  or  Missionary  District  within  which 
the  offence  or  offences  are  alleged  to  have  been 
committed,  to  institute  proceedings  according  to 
the  mode  provided  by  the  Convention  thereof; 
and  the  decision  given  shall  be  conclusive. 

§  ii.  If  a  Clergyman  shall  come  temporarily  into 
any  Diocese,  under  the  imputation  of  having  else 
where  been  guilty  of  any  crime  or  misdemeanor, 
by  violation  of  the  Canons  or  otherwise,  or  if  any 
Clergyman,  while  sojourning  in  any  Diocese,  shall 
misbehave  in  any  of  these  respects,  the  Bishop, 
upon  probable  cause,  may  admonish  such  Clergy 
man,  and  forbid  him  to  officiate  in  said  Diocese. 
And  if,  after  such  prohibition,  the  said  Clergyman 
so  officiate,  the  Bishop  shall  give  notice  to  all  the 
Clergy  and  Congregations  in  said  Diocese,  that  the 
officiating  of  the  said  Clergyman  is,  under  any  and 
all  circumstances,  prohibited;  and  like  notice  shall 
be  given  to  the  Bishop,  or  if  there  be  no  Bishop, 
to  the  Standing  Committee,  of  the  Diocese  to 
which  the  said  Clergyman  belongs.  And  such  pro- 
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Of  the  Dissolution  of  a  Pastoral  Connection. 


hibition  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  Bishop  of 
the  first-named  Diocese  be  satisfied  of  the  innocence 
of  the  said  Clergyman,  or  until  he  be  acquitted  on 
trial. 

§  iii.  The  provisions  of  the  last  Section  shall 
appfy  to  Clergymen  ordained  in  foreign  countries 
by  Bishops  in  communion  with  this  Church :  Pro 
vided,  that  in  such  case  notice  of  the  prohibition 
shall  be  given  to  the  Bishop  under  whose  jurisdic 
tion  the  Clergyman  shall  appear  to  have  last  been, 
and  also  to  all  the  Bishops  exercising  jurisdiction 
in  this  Church. a 


CANON    4. 

Of  Differences  between  Ministers  and  their  Con 
gregations,  and  of  the  Dissolution  of  a  Pastoral 
Connection. 

§  i.  A  Rector,  canonically  elected  and  in  charge, 
or  an  Instituted  Minister,  may  not  resign  his  Parish 
without  consent  of  the  said  Parish  or  its  Vestry 
(if  the  Vestry  be  authorized  to  act  in  the  prem 
ises)  ;  nor  may  such  Rector  or  Minister  be  re 
moved  therefrom  by  said  Parish  or  Vestry  against 
his  will,  except  as  hereinafter  provided. 

§  ii.  In  case  any  urgent  reason  or  reasons  should 
occasion  a  wish  in  a  Rector  or  Minister  as  afore 
said,  or  in  the  Parish  committed  to  his  charge,  to 
bring  about  a  separation  and  a  dissolution  of  all 

•  Canon  6, 1850;  amended,  1874. 


CANON    4. 


Of  the  Dissolution  of  a  Pastoral  Connection, 


pastoral  relation  between  such  Minister  and  Parish, 
and  the  parties  be  not  agreed  in  respect  of  such 
separation  and  dissolution,  notice  of  such  desire 
and  disagreement  may  be  given  by  either  party  to 
the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of  the  Diocese  or 
Missionary  Jurisdiction,  in  writing.  And  in  case 
of  any  difference  between  the  Minister  and  Parish 
or  Vestry  as  aforesaid,  which  may  not  be  satisfac 
torily  settled  by  the  godly  judgment  of  the  Bishop 
alone,  or  which  he  may  decline  to  consider  with 
out  counsel,  the  Bishop  (or  if  the  Diocese  be 
vacant,  any  Bishop  selected  by  the  Ecclesiastical 
Authority) ,  acting  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese  or  Mis 
sionary  Jurisdiction,  or  with  that  of  the  Presbyters 
only  of  said  Standing  Committee  (if  both  parties 
shall  assent  to  such  limitation  in  writing),  shall 
be  the  ultimate  arbiter  and  judge  ;  and  refusal  to 
accept  and  comply  with  the  arbitration  and  judg 
ment  on  the  part  of  the  Minister  aforesaid,  shall 
not  work  a  continuance  of  lawful  and  canonical 
Rectorship  or  settlement  beyond  the  date  fixed, 
conditionally  or  otherwise,  for  its  termination  by 
such  arbitration  and  judgment,  should  such  ter 
mination  be  recommended  and  required  ;  but  such 
pastoral  connection  shall,  unless  otherwise  agreed 
by  the  parties,  cease  and  terminate  as  therein 
required.  But  such  refusal  shall  subject  the  Min 
ister  so  refusing  to  inhibition  by  the  Bishop  afore 
said  from  all  ministerial  offices  and  functions  within 
the  Diocese  or  Missionary  Jurisdiction ;  and  such 
refusal  on  the  part  of  a  Parish  shall  disqualify  it 
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from  representation  in  the  Convention  of  the  Dio 
cese  until  it  shall  have  been  declared  by  the 
Ecclesiastical  Authority  to  have  given  satisfactory 
guaranties  for  the  acceptance  of  and  compliance 
with  the  arbitration  and  judgment. 

§  iii.  In  case  of  the  regular  and  canonical  dis 
solution  of  the  connection  between  a  Minister  and 
his  congregation,  the  Bishop,  or  if  there  be  no 
Bishop,  the  Standing  Committee,  shall  direct  the 
Secretary  of  the  Convention  to  record  the  same. 
But  if  the  dissolution  of  the  connection  between 
a  Minister  and  his  Congregation  be  not  regular  or 
canonical,  the  Bishop  or  Standing  Committee  shall 
lay  the  same  before  the  Convention  of  the  Diocese, 
in  order  that  the  above-mentioned  penalties  may 
take  effect. 

§  iv.  This  Canon  shall  not  be  in  force  in  any  Dio 
cese  which  has  made,  or  shall  hereafter  make,  pro 
vision  by  Canon  upon  this  subject,  nor  in  any 
Diocese  with  whose  laws  or  charters  it  may  inter 
fere.8 


CANON    5. 

Of  Renunciation  of  the  Ministry. 

§  i.  If  any  Minister  of  this  Church,  against 
whom  there  is  no  ecclesiastical  proceeding  insti 
tuted,  shall  declare,  in  writing,  to  the  Ecclesiasti 
cal  Authority  of  the  Diocese  or  Missionary  Juris 
diction  to  which  ho  belongs,  his  renunciation  of 

•Canon  33, 1832;  as  amended,  1877. 


CANON    5. 


Of  Renunciation  of  the  Ministry. 


the  Ministry  of  this  Church,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  to  record  the  dec 
laration  so  made ;  and  thereupon  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Bishop,  or,  if  there  be  no  Bishop  of 
the  Diocese  or  Missionary  Jurisdiction,  of  any 
Bishop  who,  being  requested  by  the  Standing 
Committee,  shall  consent  to  act  in  the  matter,  to 
depose  such  person  from  the  Ministry,  and  to  pro 
nounce  and  record,  in  the  presence  of  two  or  more 
Clergymen,  that  the  person  so  declaring  has  been 
deposed  from  the  Ministry  of  this  Church :  Pro 
vided,  however,  that  if  the  Bishop  shall  be  satis 
fied  that  the  person  so  declaring  is  not  amenable 
for  any  canonical  offence,  and  that  his  renunciation 
of  the  Ministry  is  not  occasioned  by  foregoing  mis 
conduct  or  irregularity,  but  is  voluntary  and  for 
causes,  assigned  or  known,  which  do  not  affect  his 
moral  character,  he  shall  so  declare  in  pronoun 
cing  and  recording  said  deposition,  and  shall,  if 
desired,  give  a  certificate  to  this  effect  to  the  per 
son  so  deposed ;  and  he  shall  also  give  due  notice 
of  such  deposition  from  the  Ministry  to  the  Eccle 
siastical  Authority  of  every  Diocese  and  Mission 
ary  Jurisdiction  of  this  Church,  in  the  form  in 
which  the  same  is  recorded. 

§  ii.  If  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  shall  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  person  so  declaring  has 
acted  hastily  and  unadvisedly,  action  on  such  dec 
laration  may  be  postponed  for  the  space  of  not 
more  than  six  months,  during  which  time  such 
person  may  withdraw  his  application. 
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§  iii.  If  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority,  to  whom 
such  declaration  is  made,  shall  have  ground  to 
suppose  that  the  person  making  the  same  is  liable 
to  presentment  for  any  canonical  offence,  such 
person  may,  in  the  discretion  of  the  said  Ecclesi 
astical  Authority,  be  put  upon  trial  for  such 
offence,  notwithstanding  such  declaration  of  renun 
ciation  of  the  Ministry.* 


CANON    6. 

Of  the  Abandonment  of  the   Communion  of  this 
Church  by  a  Presbyter  or  Deacon. 

§  i.  If  any  Presbyter  or  Deacon  shall,  without 
availing  himself  of  the  provisions  of  Canon  5  of 
this  Title,  abandon  the  Communion  of  this  Church, 
by  an  open  renunciation  of  the  doctrine,  discipline, 
or  worship  of  this  Church,  or  by  a  formal  admis 
sion  into  any  religious  body  not  in  communion 
with  the  same,  or  in  any  other  way,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese  to 
make  certificate  of  the  fact  to  the  Bishop  of  th'e 
Diocese,  or,  if  there  be  no  Bishop,  to  the  Bishop 
of  an  adjacent  Diocese  ;  which  certificate  shall  be 
recorded,  and  shall  be  taken  and  deemed  by  the 
Ecclesiastical  Authority  as  equivalent  to  a  renun 
ciation  of  the  Ministry  by  the  Minister  himself, 
and  the  said  Bishop  may  then  proceed  to  suspend 
for  six  months  the  Presbyter  or  Deacon  so  certified 

•  Canon  5, 1850;  as  amended,  1877. 


CANON    7. 


Clergyman  absenting  himself  from  his  Diocese. 

as  abandoning  the  Communion  of  this  Church. 
Notice  shall  be  given  to  the  said  Minister  by  the 
said  Bishop  receiving  the  certificate,  that,  unless 
he  shall  within  six  months  make  declaration  that 
the  facts  alleged  in  said  certificate  are  false,  he 
will  be  deposed  from  the  Ministry  of  this  Church.* 

§  ii.  And  if  such  declaration  be  not  made 
within  six  months,  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Bishop  to  depose  said  Minister  from 
the  Ministry,  and  to  pronounce  and  record,  in  the 
presence  of  two  or  more  Presbyters,  that  he  has 
been  so  deposed :  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  if 
the  Minister  so  renouncing  shall  transmit  to  the 
Bishop  receiving  the  certificate  a  retraction  of  the 
acts  or  declarations  constituting  his  offence,  the 
Bishop  may,  at  his  discretion,  abstain  from  any 
further  proceedings.5 


CANON    7. 

Of  a  Clergyman  absenting  himself  from  his  Diocese. 

When  a  Clergyman  has  been  absent  from  the  Dio 
cese  to  which  he  belongs  during fivec  years,  without 
reasons  satisfactory  to  the  Bishop  thereof,  he  shall 
be  required  by  the  Bishop  to  declare  the  cause  or 
causes  thereof  in  writing ;  and  if  he  refuse  to  give 
his  reasons,  or  if  they  be  deemed  insufficient  by  the 
Bishop,  the  Bishop  may,  with  the  advice  and  con- 


This  Section  was  amended,  1874. 
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sent  of  the  Clerical  members  of  the  Standing  Com 
mittee,  suspend  him  from  the  Ministry ;  which  sus 
pension  shall  continue  until  he  shall  give,  in  writing, 
sufficient  reasons  for  his  absence  ;  or  until  he  shall 
renew  his  residence  in  his  Diocese  ;  or  until  he  shall 
renounce  the  Ministry  according  to  Canon  5  of  this 
Titlfc.  In  the  case  of  such  suspension  as  above  pro 
vided  for,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Bishop  to  give 
notice  thereof  to  every  Bishop  of  this  Church,  and 
to  the  Standing  Committee  of  every  Diocese  where 
in  there  is  no  Bishop.* 


CANON    8. 

Of  the  Abandonment  of  the  Communion  of  the 
Church  by  a  Bishop. 

If  any  Bishop,  without  availing  himself  of  the 
provisions  of  Section  xvi  of  Canon  15  of  Title  I, 
abandon  the  Communion  of  this  Church,  either  by 
an  open  renunciation  of  the  doctrine,  discipline, 
and  worship  of  the  Church,  or  by  a  formal  admis 
sion  into  any  religious  body  not  in  communion  with 
the  same,  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese  of  said  Bishop 
to  make  certificate  of  the  fact  to  the  Presidium 
Bishop,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  acts  or 
declarations  which  prove  such  abandonment,  which 
certificate  shall  be  recorded  by  the  Presiding 
Bishop ;  and  the  Presiding  Bishop,  with  the  con- 

*  Canon  2, 1841. 
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sent  of  the  three  Bishops  next  in  seniority,  shall 
then  suspend  said  Bishop  from  the  exercise  of  his 
office  and  ministry  until  such  time  as  the  House  of 
Bishops  shall  consent  or  refuse  to  consent  to  his 
deposition  ;  and  in  case  the  Bishop  so  abandoning 
the  Communion  of  the  Church  be  the  senior  Bish 
op,  the  Bishop  next  in  the  order  of  seniority  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  and  shall  act  as  the  Presiding 
Bishop  under  this  Canon. 

Notice  shall  then  be  given  to  said  Bishop  by  the 
Bishop  receiving  the  certificate,  that  unless  he  shall, 
within  six  months,  make  declaration  that  the  facts 
alleged  in  said  certificate  are  false,  and  shall  de 
mand  a  trial,  he  will  be  deposed  from  the  Ministry. 
And  if  such  declaration  be  not  made  within  six 
months,  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Presiding  Bishop  to  convene  the  House  of  Bish 
ops,  and  if  a  majority  of  the  wholo  number  of 
Bishops  entitled  at  the  time  to  seats  in  the  House 
of  Bishops,  shall  at  such  meeting  give  their  con 
sent,  the  said  Presiding  Bishop,  or  the  senior 
Bishop  present,  shall  proceed  to  depose  from  the 
Ministry  the  Bishop  so  certified  as  abandoning,  and 
to  pronounce  and  record  in  the  presence  of  two 
or  more  Bishops,  that  he  has  been  so  deposed : 
Provided,  nevertheless,  that  if  the  Bishop  so  cer 
tified  as  abandoning,  shall  transmit  to  the  Presid 
ing  Bishop  a  retraction  of  the  acts  or  declarations 
constituting  his  offence,  the  Bishop  may  at  his  dis 
cretion  abstain  from  any  further  proceedings.* 

•  Canon  of  1859,  amended  1874. 
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§  i.  Any  Bishop  of  this  Church  may  be  pre 
sented  for  trial  on  charges  for  the  following  offences, 
viz. :  1.  Crime  or  immorality.  2.  Holding  and 
teaching  publicly,  or  privately  and  advisedly,  any 
doctrine  contrary  to  that  held  by  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States.  3.  Viola 
tion  of  the  Constitution  or  Canons  of  the  General 
Convention.  4.  Violation  of  the  Constitution  or. 
Canons  of  the  Diocese  to  which  he  belongs.  5. 
Any  act  which  involves  a  breach  of  his  Ordination 
or  Consecration  vows. 

§  ii.  [1.]  The  proceedings  shall  commence  by 
charges  in  writing  ;  and,  except  when  the  charge  is 
holding  and  teaching  doctrine  contrary  to  that  held 
by  this  Church,  shall  be  signed  by  either 

Five  male  communicants  of  this  Church,  in  good 
standing,  belonging  to  the  Diocese  of  the  accused, 
of  whom  two  at  least  must  be  Presbyters  ;  or, 

By  seven  male  communicants  of  this  Church,  in 
good  standing,  of  whom  two  at  least  shall  be  Pres 
byters,  and  three  of  which  seven  shall  belong  to 
the  Diocese  of  the  accused. 

[2.]  Whenever  a  Bishop  of  this  Church  shall 
have  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  in  circulation 
rumors,  reports,  or  charges  affecting  his  moral  or 
religious  character,  he  may,  if  he  please,  acting  in 
conformity  with  the  written  advice  and  consent  of 
any  two  of  his  brother  Bishops  whom  he  may 
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select,  demand  of  the  Presiding  Bishop  of  the 
House  of  Bishops,  or  if  he  be  the  Bishop  affected 
by  such  rumors,  or  if  he  be  related  to  him  within 
the  degrees  hereinafter  mentioned,  then  to  the 
Bishop  next  in  seniority  not  so  related,  to  convene 
a  Board  of  Inquiry  in  the  mode  hereinafter  set 
forth,  to  investigate  such  rumors,  reports,  and 
charges,  and  to  proceed,  in  all  respects,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  this  Canon,  as  if  charges  had 
been  formally  made  in  either  of  the  two  modes  first 
mentioned  in  this  Section. 

[3.]  Whenever  charges  are  formally  made  in 
either  of  the  modes  first  above  mentioned,  the  ac 
cusers  may,  if  they  choose,  select  a  lay  communi 
cant  of  this  Church,  of  the  profession  of  the  law, 
to  act  as  their  adviser,  advocate,  and  agent,  in  pre 
paring  the  accusation,  proofs,  etc.,  until  such  time 
as  a  Board  of  Inquiry  is  convened  in  such  manner 
as  is  hereinafter  provided  for ;  or  they  raay  prepare 
such  charges  themselves,  without  regard  to  any 
particular  form ;  and,  in  either  case,  the  grounds  of 
accusation  must  be  set  forth  with  reasonable  cer 
tainty  of  time,  place,  and  circumstance. 

§  iii.  The  charges,  having  been  prepared  in 
either  of  the  modes  first  above  mentioned,  shall 
then  be  delivered  to  the  Presiding  Bishop,  if  he 
be  not  the  accused,  nor  related  to  the  accused  in 
any  degree  mentioned  hereinafter  in  this  Canon ; 
in  either  of  which  cases  the  charges  shall  be  de 
livered  to  the  next  Bishop  in  seniority  not  so 
related. 
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§  iv.  A  Board  for  making  a  preliminary  inquiry 
into  charges  thus  preferred,  shall  be  constituted  as 
follows,  whenever  such  Board  shall  be  necessary, 
viz. : 

[1.]  The  Presiding  Bishop,  or  senior  Bishop,  as 
the  case  may  be,  to  whom  such  charges  are  deliv 
ered^,  shall  take  the  list  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Depu 
ties  to  the  last  General  Convention  that  was  held 
before  such  charges  were  presented,  and  from  that 
list  shall  choose  by  lot  two  Presbyters  and  two 
Laymen  from  the  deputation  of  the  Diocese  of  the 
accused,  and  two  Presbyters  and  two  Laymen  from 
each  of  the  respective  deputations  of  the  three 
Dioceses  adjoining  that  of  the  accused;  and  if 
there  be  not  three  adjoining,  of  the  three  nearest 
thereto ;  and  if  more  than  three  Dioceses  adjoin 
that  of  the  accused,  those  three  that  have  the 
largest  number  of  canonically  resident  Presbyters 
in  them  shall  be  accounted  adjoining,  for  the  pur 
poses  of  this  Canon ;  and  the  sixteen  individuals 
thus  selected  by  lot  shall  constitue  the  Board  of 
Inquiry,  a  majority  of  whom  shall  form  a  quorum 
for  doing  business. 

[2.  ]  The  Presiding  Bishop,  or  next  in  seniority, 
as  the  case  may  be,  immediately  artcr  thus  selecting 
by  lot  the  Board  of  Inquiry,  shall  give  notice 
thereof  to  each  member  of  said  Board,  and  direct 
liim  to  attend,  at  a  time  and  place  designated  by 
him,  and  organize  the  Board;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  each  member  so  to  attend.  The  place 
must  be  within  the  Diocese  of  the  accused.  The 
Presiding  Bishop  shall,  at  the  same  time,  send  a 
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copy  of  the  charges  to  the  senior  Presbyter  of 
those  thus  selected  by  lot  from  the  four  Dioceses. 

[3 .  ]  On  assembling,  the  Board  shall  organize  by 
choosing  from  among  themselves  a  President  and 
Secretary,  and  shall  also  appoint  a  Church  Advo 
cate,  who  must  be  a  lay  communicant  of  this 
Church,  and  of  the  profession  of  the  law,  and  who 
thenceforward  shall,  in  all  stages  of  the  proceed 
ings,  if  a  trial  be  ordered,  represent  the  Church, 
and  be  the  party  on  the  one  hand,  while  the  ac 
cused  is  the  party  on  the  other.  The  sittings  of 
the  Board  shall  be  private  ;  the  Church  Advocate 
shall  not  attend  as  prosecuting  counsel,  but  shall 
be  at  all  times  at  hand  and  in  readiness  to  give 
his  advice  in  all  questions  submitted  to  him  by  the 
Board. 

[4.]  In  conducting  the  investigation,  the  Board 
shall  hear  the  accusations,  and  such  proof  as  the  ac 
cusers  may  produce,  and  shall  determine  whether, 
upon  matters  of  law  and  of  fact,  as  presented  to 
them,  there  is  sufficient  ground  to  put  the  accused 
Bishop  upon  his  trial ;  and  in  such  investigation,  as 
well  as  in  all  cases  of  trial  by  an  Ecclesiastical  Court 
now  authorized,  or  hereafter  to  be  authorized,  by  the 
Constitution  or  Canons  of  the  General  Convention, 
the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  such  investigation  or 
trial  is  had,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  law  of  evi 
dence,  shall  be  adopted  and  taken  as  the  rules  by 
which  the  said  Board  or  Court  shall  be  governed. 
If  a  majority  of  the  Board  present  on  such  investi 
gation  shall  be  of  opinion  that  there  are  sufficient 
grounds  to  put  the  accused  Bishop  upon  his  trial, 
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they  shall  direct  the  Church  Advocate  to  prepare  a 
presentment,  to  be  signed  by  such  of  the  Board  as 
agree  thereto ;  and  to  that  end  shall  place  in  his 
hands  all  the  charges,  together  with  the  testimony 
that  has  been  laid  before  the  Board. 

[5.]  The  Board  shall  then  direct  the  Church  Ad 
vocate  to  transmit  to  the  Bishop  from  whom  they 
received  the  charges,  the  presentment  thus  signed ; 
and  shall  cause  him  also,  without  delay,  to  send  to 
the  accused  Bishop  a  copy  of  the  same,  certified  by 
the  Church  Advocate  to  be  correct. 

[G.]  If  a  majority  of  the  Board  present  shall  be 
of  opinion  that  there  is  not  sufficient  ground  to  put 
the  accused  Bishop  upon  his  trial,  in  such  case  the 
charges,  together  with  a  certificate  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  its  refusal  to  make  a  presentment, 
shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  House  of 
Bishops,  to  be  deposited  among  the  archives  of  that 
House.  And  no  proceedings  shall  thereafter  be  had 
by  way  of  presentment  on  such  charges,  except 
upon  the  affidavit  of  a  respectable  communicant 
of  the  Church  of  the  discovery  of  new  testimony 
as  to  the  facts  charged,  and  setting  forth  what  such 
testimony  is. 

[7.]  No  presentment  shall  be  found  in  any  case, 
unless  the  alleged  offence  shall  have  been  commit 
ted  within  five  years  next  before  the  day  on  which 
the  charges  were  delivered  to  the  Presiding  or 
senior  Bishop.  But  if  the  accused  shall  have  been 
convicted  of  the  alleged  offence  in  a  State  court, 
notwithstanding  five  years  may  have  elapsed  since 
its  commission,  a  presentment  may  be  founded  OD 
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charges  delivered  to  the  Presiding  or  senior  Bishop, 
at  any  time  within  one  year  after  such  conviction. 

§  v.  [1.]  When  a  presentment  has  been  made 
by  the  Board  of  Inquiry,  or  a  majority  thereof,  to 
the  Bishop  from  whom  they  receive  the  charges, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Bishop  forthwith  to 
give  to  the  accused  written  notice  to  attend,  at  some 
place  not  more  than  one  hundred  miles  from  the 
place  of  residence  of  the  accused  Bishop,  and  at 
some  time  not  less  than  twenty  days  after  the  time 
of  serving  such  notice,  either  personally,  or  by 
some  agent  authorized  by  him  in  writing  to  act  for 
him  in  the  premises,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
the  Bishops  who  shall  form  the  Court  for  the  trial 
of  the  said  accused  Bishop  upon  the  said  present 
ment.  He  shall  also  give  notice  to  the  Church 
Advocate  of  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such 
selection. 

[2.]  At  the  time  and  place  appointed  in  the 
notices,  the  Bishop  who  has  given  the  notices  shall 
attend  ;  and,  in  the  presence  of  the  accused  Bishop, 
or  of  his  agent  authorized  as  aforesaid,  and  also  in 
the  presence  of  the  Church  Advocate,  or  of  such 
person  or  persons  as  may  attend  in  his  behalf,  or,  if 
no  person  shall  attend  on  behalf  of  one  or  both,  of 
two  Presbyters  named  by  himself,  the  said  Bishop 
shall  cause  to  be  placed  in  a  vessel  the  names  of  all 
the  Bishops  of  this  Church  entitled  to  seats  in  the 
House  of  Bishops,  then  being  within  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  except  the  accused  and  those 
Bishops  who  may  be  related  to  him  either  by  con- 
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sanguinity  or  affinity,  in  the  direct  ascending  or  de 
scending  line,  or  as  brother,  uncle,  or  nephew.  He 
shall  then  cause  eleven  of  the  said  names  to  be 
drawn.  The  names  so  drawn  shall  be  entered  upon 
a  list  as  they  are  drawn,  and  the  accused,  or  his 
agent,  may  strike  off  the  list  one  name,  and  the 
saidtjhurch  Advocate,  or  his  agent,  another  name, 
and  so  on  alternately,  until  the  number  be  reduced 
to  seven.  If  it  shall  happen  that  either  party  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  strike,  then  the  Bishop  who  has 
given  the  notices  shall  reduce  the  number  to  seven 
by  striking  off  so  many  of  the  last  drawn  names  as 
will  reduce  the  list  to  that  number.  The  seven 
Bishops  whose  names  remain,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  when  assembled,  shall  constitute  the  Court 
for  the  trial  of  the  accused  upon  the  present 
ment. 

[3.]  The  Court  having  been  thus.constituted,  the 
Bishop  to  whom  the  presentment  was  made  shall 
immediately  communicate  to  each  Bishop  who  has 
thus  been  by  lot  designated  as  one  of  the  triers, 
the  fact  that  he  is  a  member  of  the  Court.  He 
shall  also  appoint  a  time  and  place  for  the  assem 
bling  of  the  Court.  The  time  shall  not  be  less  than 
two  nor  more  than  six  calendar  months  from  the 
day  on  which  the  notice  should  arrive  at  the  most 
distant  Diocese,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  pub 
lic  mail.  The  place  shall  be  within  the  Diocese  or 
Missionary  field  of  the  accused  Bishop,  unless 
where  the  same  may  be  of  such  difficult  access,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Presiding  or  senior  Bishop, 
that  reasonable  convenience  may  require  the  ap- 
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pointment  of  another  location.  And  the  said  senior 
Bishop  shall  cause  the  Church  Advocate  to  send 
certified  copies  of  the  said  presentment  to  all  the 
Bishops  who  constitute  the  Court. 

[4.]  The  Bishop  to  whom  the  presentment  has 
been  made  shall  also  immediately  communicate  to 
the  accused  the  names  of  the  members  of  the 
Court,  and  inform  him  of  the  time  and  place  ap 
pointed  for  its  meeting,  and  summon  him  then 
and  there  to  appear  and  answer.  He,  or  any  other 
Bishop  of  this  Church  having  charge  of  a  Diocese, 
shall  have  power,  until  the  Court  assembles,  upon 
the  application  of  either  the  Church  Advocate  or 
the  accused,  to  issue  a  summons  for  witnesses. 

§  vi.  The  Bishops  who  constitute  the  Court,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  having  assembled  according  to 
the  notice  given  them,  which  notice  It  is  hereby 
made  their  duty  to  obey,  shall  proceed  as  follows, 
viz. : 

[1.]  They  shall  elect  a  President  out  of  their 
own  number,  and  appoint  a  Presbyter  of  the 
Church  as  Clerk,  and,  if  necessary,  another  Presby 
ter  as  Assistant  Clerk  ;  and  when  thus  organized, 
the  President  shall  direct  the  Clerk  to  call  the 
names  of  the  Church  Advocate  and  the  accused ; 
and  if  both  appear,  he  shall  then  cause  the  Clerk 
to  read  the  presentment  which  was  delivered  to 
the  Presiding  or  senior  Bishop,  whose  duty  it  is 
hereby  made  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  Court  upon 
its  organization. 

[2.]    The  accused  shall  then  be  called  upon  by 
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the  Court  to  say  whether  he  is  guilty  or  not  guilty 
of  the  offence  or  offences  charged  against  him,  and 
his  plea  shall  be  duly  recorded  ;  and  on  his  neglect 
or  refusal  to  plead,  the  plea  of  not  guilty  shall  be 
entered  for  him,  and  the  trial  shall  proceed :  Pro 
vided,  that,  for  sufficient  cause,  the  Court  may 
adjburn  from  time  to  time :  and  Provided,  also, 
that  the  accused  shall,  at  all  times  during  the  trial, 
have  liberty  to  be  present,  and  in  due  time  and 
order  produce  his  testimony,  and  to  make  his 
defence. 

[3 .  ]  If  the  accused  neglect  or  refuse  to  appear  in 
person,  according  to  the  notice  served  on  him  as 
aforesaid,  except  for  some  reasonable  cause  to  be 
allowed  by  the  Court,  they  shall  proceed  to  pro 
nounce  him  in  contumacy,  and  notify  him  that  sen 
tence  of  suspension  or  degradation  will  be  pro 
nounced  against  him  by  the  Court  at  the  expiration 
of  three  months,  unless  within  that  time  he  tender 
himself  ready,  and  accordingly  appear  and  take 
his  trial  on  the  presentment.  But  if  the  accused 
shall  not  tender  himself  before  the  expiration  of 
the  said  three  months,  sentence  of  suspension  or 
degradation  from  the  Ministry  may  be  pronounced 
against  him  by  the  Court. 

[4.]  The  accused  being  present,  and  the  trial 
proceeding,  it  shall  be  conducted  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  common  law,  as  the  same  are 
generally  administered  in  the  United  States ;  nor 
shall  any  testimony  be  received  at  tho  trial,  except 
from  witnesses  who  have  signed  a  declaration  in  tho 
following  words,  to  bo  read  aloud  before  the  wit- 
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ness  testifies,  and  to  be  filed  with  the  records  of 
the  Court : 

I,  A.  B.,  a  witness  summoned  to  testify  on  the  trial  of  a  pre 
sentment  against  the  Right  Rev. ,  a  Bishop  of  the  Prot 
estant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States,  now  pending, 
do  most  solemnly  call  God  to  witness  that  the  evidence  I  am 
about  to  give  shall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth ;  so  help  me  God ! 

And  if  it  be  necessary  to  take  the  testimony  of 
an  absent  witness  on  a  commission,  such  testimony 
shall  be  preceded  by  a  similar  written  declaration 
of  the  witness,  which  shall  be  filed  and  transmitted 
with  his  or  her  deposition  to  the  Court.  The  testi 
mony  of  each  witness  shall  be  reduced  to  writing. 
And  in  case  there  is  ground  to  suppose  that  the 
attendance  of  any  witness  on  the  trial  cannot  be 
obtained,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  either  party  to  apply 
to  the  Court,  if  in  session,  or  if  not,  to  any  member 
thereof,  who  shall  thereupon  appoint  a  commissary 
to  take  the  deposition  of  such  witness ;  and  such 
party  so  desiring  to  take  the  deposition  shall  give 
to  the  other  party  reasonable  notice  of  the  time 
and  place  of  taking  such  deposition,  accompanying 
such  notice  Avith  the  interrogatories  to  be  pro 
pounded  to  the  witness ;  whereupon  it  shall  be  law 
ful  for  the  other  party,  within  six  days  after  such 
notice,  to  propound  cross-interrogatories  ;  and  such 
interrogatories  and  cross-interrogatories,  if  any  be 
propounded,  shall  be  sent  to  the  commissary,  who 
shall  thereupon  proceed  to  take  the  testimonyof  such 
witness,  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  and  transmit  it 
under  seal  to  the  Court.  But  no  deposition  shall 
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be  read  at  the  trial,  unless  the  Court  have  reason 
able  assurance  that  the  attendance  of  the  witness 
cannot  be  procured,  or  unless  both  parties  shall 
consent  that  it  may  be  read  :  Proiided,  that  in  any 
Diocese  in  which  the  civil  government  has  author 
ized  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  therein  to  issue  sum- 
morts  for  witnesses,  or  to  administer  an  oath,  the 
Court  shall  act  in  conformity  to  such  laws. 

[5.]  All  notices  and  papers  may  be  served  by  a 
summoner  or  summoners,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Court,  when  the  same  is  in  session,  or  by  a  member 
thereof;  and  the  certificate  of  any  such  summoner 
shall  be  evidence  of  the  due  service  of  a  notice  or 
paper.  In  case  of  service  by  any  other  person,  the 
fact  may  be  proved*  by  the  affidavit  of  such  person. 
The  delivery  of  a  written  notice  or  paper  to  the 
accused  party,  or  to  the  Church  Advocate,  or  leav 
ing  it,  or  a  copy  thereof,  at  the  residence,  or  last 
known  residence,  of  either,  shall  be  deemed  suffi 
cient  service  of  such  notice  or  paper  on  the  Church 
Advocate  and  accused,  respectively.  If  the  person 
to  be  served  with  any  notice  or  paper  shall  have 
left  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  a  sufficient  service 
thereof  to  leave  a  copy  of  such  notice  or  paper  at 
his  last  place  of  abode  within  the  United  States, 
sixty  days  before  the  day  on  which  the  appear 
ance,  or  other  act  required  by  the  said  notice  or 
paper,  is  to  be  performed. 

[6.  ]  The  accused  party  may,  if  he  think  proper, 
have  the  aid  of  counsel ;  and  if  he  should  choose 
to  have  more  than  one  counsel,  the  Church  Advo 
cate  may  have  assistant  advocates,  to  be  named  by 
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the  accusers  ;  but  in  every  case  the  Court  may  reg 
ulate  the  number  of  counsel  who  shall  address  the 
Court,  or  examine  witnesses.  The  Church  Advo 
cate  shall  be  considered  the  party  on  one  side,  and 
the  accused  on  the  other.  All  counsel  must  be 
communicants  of  the  Church. 

[7.]  The  Court,  having  fully  heard  the  allega 
tions  and  proofs  of  the  parties,  and  deliberately 
considered  the  same,  after  the  parties  have  with 
drawn,  shall  declare  respectively  whether,  in  their 
opinion,  the  accused  is  guilty  or  not  guilty  of  each 
particular  charge  and  specification  contained  in  the 
presentment,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  set 
forth ;  and  the  accused  shall  be  considered  as  not 
guilty  of  every  charge  and  specification  of  which 
he  shall  not  be  pronounced  guilty  by  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  Court. 

[8.]  The  decision  of  the  Court  as  to  all  the 
charges  and  specifications  of  which  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  Court  have  found  him  guilty, 
shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  signed  by  those 
who  assent  to  it ;  and  the  decision  thus  signed 
shall  be  regarded  as  the  judgment  of  the  Court, 
and  shall  be  pronounced  in  the  presence  of  the 
parties,  if  they  shall  think  proper  to  attend. 

[9.]  If  the  accused  shall  be  found  guilty  of  any 
charge  or  specification,  the  Court  shall  proceed  to 
ask  him  whether  he  has  anything  to  say  before  the 
sentence  is  passed,  and  may,  in  their  discretion, 
give  him  time  to  prepare  what  he  wishes  to  say, 
and  appoint  a  time  for  passing  the  sentence  ;  and 
before  passing  sentence,  the  Court  may  adjourn 
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from  time  to  time,  and  give  the  accused  reasonable 
opportunity  of  showing  cause  to  induce  a  belief 
that  justice  has  not  been  done,  or  that  he  has  dis 
covered  new  testimony ;  and  the  Court,  or  a  major 
ity  of  its  members,  may,  according  to  a  sound  dis 
cretion,  grant  him  a  new  trial ;  but,  in  such  new 
trial?  no  Bishop  shall  sit  who  has  already  been  a 
trier.  Before  passing  sentence,  the  accused  shall 
always  have  the  opportunity  of  being  heard,  if  ho 
have  aught  to  say  in  excuse  or  palliation. 

[10.]  The  accused  having  been  heard,  or  not 
desiring  to  be  heard,  the  sentence  of  the  Court 
shall  then  be  pronounced,  and  shall  be  either  ad 
monition,  suspension  as  defined  by  the  existing 
Canons  of  this  Church,  or  degradation,  as  the  of 
fence  or  offences  adjudged  to  be  proved  shall  seem 
to  deserve.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Court, 
whenever  sentence  has  been  pronounced,  whether 
it  be  upon  a  trial,  or  for  contumacy,  to  communi 
cate  such  sentence  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority 
of  every  Diocese  of  this  Church ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  such  Authority  to  cause  such  sentence 
to  be  made  known  to  every  Clergyman  under  his 
jurisdiction. 

[11.]  Every  Court  shall  keep  a  full  record  of 
its  proceedings,  including  the  whole  evidence  given 
before  it.  Should  any  Court  refuse  to  insert  in  its 
record  a  statement  of  any  testimony  which  lias 
been  received,  or  of  any  decision  which  the  Court 
has  made,  or  of  any  fact  which  has  occurred  in 
Court,  or  any  paper  which  either  party  has  pro 
duced,  it  shall  be  the  right  of  either  party  to  file 
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an  exception  in  writing,  containing  a  statement  of 
such  evidence,  decision,  or  fact,  or  referring  to 
or  describing  such  paper,  which  paper  shall  also  be 
filed  with  the  exception.  All  exceptions  and  papers 
so  filed  shall  become  parts  of  the  record. 

[12.]  Such  records  shall  be  kept  by  the  Clerk, 
and  inserted  in  a  book,  to  be  attested  by  the  signa 
tures  of  the  President  and  Clerk.  Every  such 
book,  and  all  papers  connected  with  any  trial,  shall 
be  deposited  with  the  Registrar  of  the  General 
Convention.  Such  books  and  papers  shall  be 
open  to  the  inspection  of  every  member  of  this 
Church. 

[13.]  Every  Court ,  constituted  under  the  author 
ity  of  this  Canon,  may  be  attended  by  one  or  more 
lay  advisers,  who  shall  be  communicants  of  this 
Church,  and  of  the  profession  of  the  law.  Such 
advisers  may  be  present  at  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  Court,  but  they  shall  have  no  vote  in  any  case 
whatever ;  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  give  in  person 
to  the  Court  an  opinion  on  any  question  not  theo 
logical,  upon  which  the  Court  or  any  member 
thereof,  or  either  party,  shall  desire  an  opinion.  If 
a  dispute  shall  arise  whether  any  question  be  or 
be  not  theological,  it  shall  be  decided  by  the  Court 
by  a  majority  of  votes.  The  Court  may  always,  by 
unanimous  consent,  appoint  an  adviser  or  advisers. 
If  they  are  not  unanimous,  each  member  of  the 
Court  may  name  a  candidate ;  if  not  more  than 
three  are  named,  they  shall  all  be  advisers ;  if  more 
than  three  are  named,  the  Court  shall  reduce  them 
to  three  by  lot. 
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§  vii.  [1.]  Any  Bishop  of  this  Church  may  be 
presented  for  holding  and  teaching  doctrine  incon 
sistent  with  that  of  this  Church,  by  any  Bishop  in 
communion  with  this  Church  and  not  under  sus 
pension  or  degradation.  No  Bishop  shall  be  pre 
sented  in  any  other  mode  for  this  offence  ;  and  it 
shalF  not  be  lawful  for  two  or  more  persons  to  unite 
in  any  such  presentment.  The  Bishop  making 
such  presentment  shall  appoint  a  Church  Advo 
cate. 

[2.]  Every  presentment  for  alleged  erroneous 
doctrine  shall  be  signed  by  the  person  making  it, 
and  shall  be  addressed  to  the  Bishops  of  the  Prot 
estant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States,  and 
delivered  to  the  senior  Bishop  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
the  House  of  Bishops,  and  not  being  the  accused 
or  the  accuser,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  convene  a 
Court  for  the  trial  of  the  accused.  The  Court 
shall  be  composed  of  all  the  Bishops  entitled  t  j 
seats  in  the  House  of  Bishops,  except  the  accuser 
and  the  accused.  Three  fourths  of  such  Bishops 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  ;  but  the  consent  of  two 
thirds  of  all  the  Bishops  entitled  to  seats  in  the 
House  of  Bishops  shall  be  necessary  to  a  convic 
tion. 

§  viii.  [1.]  If  charges  be  preferred  against  a 
Missionary  Bishop  who  is  not  a  Diocesan,  such 
Missionary  Bishop  shall  be  required  by  the  Presid 
ing  or  senior  Bishop  to  name  some  one  of  the  three 
Dioceses  nearest  to  his  District  or  Missionary  field  : 
and  such  selection  having  been  made,  the  proceed- 
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ings  shall  then  be  precisely  such  as,  under  this 
Canon,  they  would  be  were  he  the  Diocesan  of  the 
Diocese  named  by  him.  Should  the  Missionary 
Bishop  refuse  to  name  a  Diocese,  then  the  Presid 
ing  Bishop  may  name  any  one  of  the  three  above 
designated,  and  the  effect  shall  be  the  same  as  if 
the  nomination  had  been  made  by  the  accused 
Missionary  Bishop. 

[2.]  If  charges  be  preferred  against  a  Bishop 
having  no  jurisdiction,  he  shall  be  proceeded 
against  precisely  as  if  he  were  the  Diocesan  of 
the  Diocese  in  which  he  has  his  civil  residence.* 


CANON    10. 

Of  Sentences* 

§  i.  Whenever  the  penalty  of  suspension  shall  be 
inflicted  on  a  Bishop,  Priest,  or  Deacon,  in  this 
Church,  the  sentence  shall  specify  on  what  terms, 
or  at  what  time,  said  penalty  shall  cease.0 

§  ii.  [1.]  When  any  Minister  is  deposed  from 
the  Holy  Ministry,  he  is  deposed  therefrom  en 
tirely,  and  not  from  a  higher  to  a  lower  Order 
in  the  same  ;  and  whenever  a  Minister  shall  be  de 
posed,  the  Bishop  who  pronounces  sentence  shall, 
without  delay,  give  notice  thereof  to  every  Minister 
and  Vestry  in  the  Diocese,  and  also  to  all  the 
Bishops  of  this  Church,  and  where  there  is  no 

*  Canon  11,  1856.  b  See  the  Constitution,  Article  6. 

•  Canon  3, 1847. 
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Bishop,  to  the  Standing  Committee;  and  the 
notice  shall  specify  under  what  Canon  the  said 
Minister  has  been  deposed. 

[2.]    Deposition,  displacing,  and   all   like  ex 
pressions,  are  the  same  as  degradation/ 


CANON    11. 

Of  the   Remission  or  Modification  of  Judicial 
Sentences. 

§  i.  The  Bishops  of  this  Church,  who  are  enti 
tled  to  seats  in  the  House  of  Bishops,  may  alto 
gether  remit  and  terminate  any  judicial  sentence 
which  may  have  been  imposed,  by  Bishops  acting 
collectively  as  a  judicial  tribunal ;  or  modify  the 
same  so  far  as  to  designate  a  precise  period  of  time, 
or  other  specific  contingency,  on  the  occurrence  of 
which  such  sentence  shall  utterly  cease,  and  be  of 
no  further  force  or  effect :  Provided,  that  no  such 
remission  or  modification  shall  be  made  except  at  a 
meeting  of  the  House  of  Bishops,  during  the  ses 
sion  of  some  General  Convention,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  of  the  said  Bishops,  which  shall  be  con 
vened  by  the  Presiding  Bishop  on  the  application 
of  any  five  Bishops  ;  three  months'  notice,  in  writ 
ing,  of  the  time,  place,  and  object  of  the  meeting 
being  given  personally  to  each  Bishop,  or  left  at 
his  usual  place  of  abode  :  Provided,  also,  that  such 
remission  or  modification  be  assented  to  by  a  num 
ber  of  said  Bishops,  not  less  than  a  majority  of  the 

•  Canon  39, 1832.    This  Section  was  amended  in  1862,  in  1871,  and 
In  1877. 
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whole  number  entitled  at  the  time  to  seats  in  the 
House  of  Bishops :  and  Provided,  that  nothing 
herein  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or  alter  Canon 
10  of  this  Title.a 

§  ii.  A  Bishop  of  this  Church  may,  for  reasons 
which  he  shall  deem  sufficient,  remit  and  termi 
nate  any  sentence  of  deposition  or  degradation 
pronounced  by  him  upon  a  Presbyter  or  Deacon ; 
but  he  shall  exercise  this  power  only  upon  the  fol 
lowing  conditions : 

1.  That  he  shall  act  with  the  unanimous  advice 
and  consent  of  his  Standing  Committee. 

2.  That  he  shall  first  submit  his  proposed  ac 
tion,  with  his  reasons  therefor,  to  the  judgment 
of  five  of  the  Bishops  of  this  Church,  whose  Dio 
ceses  or  Missionary  Jurisdictions  are  nearest  to 
his  own,  and  shall  receive  in  writing,  from  at  least 
four  of  said  Bishops,  their  approval  of  the  said  re 
mission  and  their  consent  thereto. 

3.  That  before  remitting  such  sentence  he  shall 
require  the  person  to  be  restored  to  the  Ministry 
to  subscribe  the  declaration  set  forth  in  Article  7 
of  the  Constitution. 

4.  That  in  case  such  person  was  deposed  for 
abandoning   the   Communion   of  this  Church,  or 
having  been  deposed  by  reason  of  his  renunciation 
of  the  Ministry  of  this  Church,  or  for  other  cause, 
he  have  also  abandoned  its  Communion,  the  Bishop, 
before  granting  such  remission,  shall  be  satisfied 
that  such  person  has  lived  in  lay-communion  with 

•  Canon  2, 1847. 
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this  Church  for  three  years  next  preceding  his 
application  for  such  remission  ;  and, 

5.  That  in  case  the  person  applying  for  such 
remission  shall  reside  out  of  the  Diocese  or  Mis 
sionary  District  in  which  he  was  deposed,  the 
Bishop,  before  granting  such  remission,  shall  be 
furnished  with  written  evidence  of  the  approval  of 
such  application  by  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  or 
District  in  which  such  person  resides.* 


CANON  12. 

Regulations  respecting  the  Laity. 

§  i.  A  communicant  removing  from  one  parish 
to  another  shall  procure  from  the  Rector  (if  any) 
of  the  Parish  of  his  last  residence,  or,  if  there  be 
no  Rector,  from  one  of  the  Wardens,  a  certificate 
stating  that  he  or  she  is  a  communicant  in  good 
standing ;  and  the  Rector  of  the  Parish  or  Congre 
gation  to  which  he  or  she  removes  shall  not  be 
required  to  receive  him  or  her  as  a  communicant 
until  such  letter  be  produced. b 

§  ii.  [1.]  If  any  persons  within  this  Church 
offend  their  brethren  by  any  wickedness  of  life, 
such  persons  shall  be  repelled  from  the  Holy  Com 
munion,  agreeably  to  the  rubric. 

[2.]  There  being  the  provision  in  the  second 
rubric  before  the  Communion  Service  requiring 
that  every  Minister  repelling  from  the  Communion 

•  §  ii,  added,  1871 ;  and  amended,  1877.  b  Canon  13,  1853. 
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shall  give  an  account  of  the  same  to  the  Ordinary, 
it  is  hereby  provided  that,  on  the  information  to 
the  effect  stated  being  laid  before  the  Ordinary, 
that  is,  the  Bishop,  it  shall  not  be  his  duty  to  insti 
tute  an  inquiry,  unless  there  be  a  complaint  made 
to  him  in  writing  by  the  repelled  party,  within 
three  months  from  such  repulsion.  But  on  receiv 
ing  complaint,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Bishop, 
unless  he  think  fit  to  restore  him  from  the  insuffi 
ciency  of  the  cause  assigned  by  the  Minister,  to 
institute  an  inquiry,  as  may  be  directed  by  the 
Canons  of  the  Diocese  in  which  the  event  has 
taken  place.  And  should  no  such  Canon  exist,  the 
Bishop  shall  proceed  according  to  such  principles 
of  law  and  equity  as  will  insure  an  impartial  deci 
sion.  And  the  notice,  given  as  above  by  the  Minis 
ter,  shall  be  a  sufficient  presentation  of  the  party 
repelled.* 

[3.]  In  case  of  great  heinousness  of  offence  on 
the  part  of  members  of  this  Church,  they  may  be 
proceeded  against  to  the  depriving  them  of  all 
privileges  of  Church  membership,  according  to 
such  rules  or  process  as  may  be  provided  by  the 
General  Convention ;  and  until  such  rules  or  pro 
cess  shall  be  provided,  by  such  as  maybe  provided 
by  the  different  Diocesan  Conventions.1* 

»  This  clause  was  thus  amended  in  1865. 
b  Canon  42,  1832. 
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Of  Marriage  and  Divorce. 

CANON    13. 

Of  Marriage  and  Divorce. 

§  i.  If  any  persons  be  joined  together  otherwise 
than  as  God's  Word  doth  allow,  their  marriage  is 
not  lawful. 

§  ii.  No  Minister,  knowingly  after  due  inquiry, 
shall  solemnize  the  marriage  of  any  person  who 
has  a  divorced  husband  or  wife  still  living,  if  such 
husband  or  wife  has  been  put  away  for  any  cause 
arising  after  marriage ;  but  this  Canon  shall  not 
be  held  to  apply  to  the  innocent  party  in  a  divorce 
for  the  cause  of 'adultery,  or  to  parties  once 
divorced  seeking  to  be  united  again. 

§  iii.  If  any  Minister  of  this  Church  shall  have 
reasonable  cause  to  doubt  whether  a  person  desir 
ous  of  being  admitted  to  Holy  Baptism,  or  to  Con 
firmation,  or  to  the  Holy  Communion,  has  been 
married  otherwise  than  as  the  Word  of  God  and 
discipline  of  this  Church  allow,  such  Minister, 
before  receiving  such  person  to  these  ordinances! 
shall  refer  the  case  to  the  Bishop  for  his  godly 
judgment  thereupon :  Provided,  however,  that  no 
Minister  shall,  in  any  case,  refuse  the  Sacraments 
to  a  penitent  person  in  imminent  danger  of  death. 

§  iv.  Questions  touching  the  facts  of  any  case 
sing  under   Section   ii  of  this   Canon  shall  be 
referred  to  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  or  Mission- 
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ary  Jurisdiction  in  which  the  same  may  occur ;  or 
if  there  be  no  Bishop  of  such  Diocese  or  Mission 
ary  Jurisdiction,  then  to  some  Bishop  to  be  desig 
nated  by  the  Standing  Committee  ;  and  the  Bishop 
to  whom  such  questions  have  been  so  referred 
shall  thereupon  make  inquiry  in  such  manner  as 
he  shall  deem  expedient,  and  shall  deliver  his 
judgment  in  the  premises. 

§  v.  This  Canon,  so  far  as  it  affixes  penalties, 
does  not  apply  to  cases  occurring  before  it  takes 
effect,  according  to  Canon  4,  Title  IV.a 

•  Canon  of  1868;  amended  1877. 
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CANON    1. 

Of  tlie   General   Convention* 

§  i.  [1.]  THE  riglit  of  calling  special  meetings 
of  the  General  Convention  shall  be  in  the  Bishops. 
Tliis  right  shall  be  exercised  by  the  Presiding 
Bishop,  or,  in  case  of  his  death,  by  the  Bishop  who, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  House  of  Bishops,  is 
to  preside  at  the  next  General  Convention:  Pro 
vided*  that  the  summons  shall  be  with  the  consent, 
or  on  the  requisition,  of  a  majority  of  the  Bishops, 
expressed  to  him  in  writing. 

[2.]  The  place  of  holding  any  Special  Convention 
shall  be  that  fixed  on  by  the  preceding  General 
Convention  for  the  meeting  of  the  General  Conven 
tion,  unless  circumstances  shall  render  a  meeting 
at  such  a  place  unsafe  ;  in  which  case  the  Presiding 
Bishop  may  appoint  some  other  place. 

[3.]  The  Deputies  elected  to  the  preceding 
General  Convention  shall  be  the  Deputies  at  such 
Special  Convention,  unless  in  those  cases  in  which 
other  Deputies  shall  have  been  chosen  in  the  mean 
time  by  any  of  the  Diocesan  Conventions,  and  then 
such  other  Deputies  shall  represent  in  the  Special 
Convention  the  Church  of  the  Diocese  in  which 
they  have  been  chosen.b 

[4.]  The  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  House  of  Dep- 

•  See  Constitution,  Articles  1,  2,  and  3.          b  Canon  49,  1832. 
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uties  shall  be  in  force  in  the  ensuing  General  Con 
vention,  until  the  organization  thereof,  and  until 
they  be  amended  or  repealed  by  the  said  House. a 

§  ii.  [1.]  The  journals,  files,  papers,  reports,  and 
other  documents,  which  are  named  under  Canon 
17  of  Title  I,  entitled,  Of  Securing  an  Accurate 
View  of  the  State  of  the  Church,  together  with  all 
other  articles  that  are  now,  or  shall  hereafter  be 
come,  the  property  of  either  House  of  the  Gener 
al  Convention  of  this  Church,  shall  be  committed, 
when  not  otherwise  expressly  provided  for,  to  the 
keeping  of  a  Presbyter  to  be  elected  by  the  House 
of  Deputies,  upon  nomination  of  the  House  of 
Bishops,  who  shall  be  known  as  the  Registrar  of 
the  General  Convention.1* 

[2.]  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Registrar 
to  procure  all  such  journals,  files,  papers,  reports, 
and  other  documents  now  in  existence  ;  to  arrange, 
label,  file,  index,  and  otherwise  put  in  order,  and 
provide  for  the  safe  keeping  of,  the  same,  and  all 
such  others  as  may  hereafter  come  into  his  posses 
sion,  in  fire-proof  box  or  boxes,  or  in  some  safe  and 
accessible  place  of  deposit,  and  to  hold  the  same 
under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  the  Gen 
eral  Convention  may  from  time  to  time  provide. 

[3.]  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Registrar 
to  procure  a  proper  and  sufficient  book  of  record, 
and  to  enter  therein  a  record  of  the  Consecrations 
of  all  the  Bishops  of  this  Church,  designating  ac 
curately  the  time  and  place  of  the  same,  with  the 
names  of  the  Consecrating  Bishops,  and  of  others 
present  and  assisting ;  to  have  the  same  authenti- 

»>  Added,  1874.  c  Amended,  1880. 
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cated  in  the  fullest  manner  now  practicable ;  and 
to  take  care  for  the  similar  record  and  authenti 
cation  of  all  future  Consecrations  in  this  Church. 
Due  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  every  such 
Consecration  shall  be  given  by  the  Presiding  Bishop 
to  the  Registrar  ;  and  thereupon  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Registrar  to  attend  such  Consecration,  either 
in  person  or  by  deputy.  He  shall  prepare,  in  such 
form  as  the  House  of  Bishops  shall  prescribe,  du 
plicate  originals  of  the  Letters  of  Consecration; 
and  he  shall  procure  the  same  to  be  immediately 
signed  and  sealed  by  the  Consecrating  Bishop,  and 
by  at  least  two  of  the  Bishops  assisting  at  such 
Consecration  ;  and  one  of  the  said  duplicate  ori 
ginals  said  Registrar  shall  deliver  to  the  newly 
consecrated  Bishop;  and  the  other  he  shall  care-, 
fully  file  among  the  papers  in  his  custody :  and  he 
shall  enter  a  minute  thereof  in  his  record.8 

[4.]  The  expenses  necessary  for  the  purposes 
contemplated  by  this  Section  shall  be  provided  for 
by  vote  of  the  General  Convention,  and  defrayed 
by  the  Treasurer  of  the  same.b 

§  iii.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  House  of  Deputies,  whenever  any  alteration 
of  the  Constitution  is  proposed,  or  any  other  sub 
ject  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  several 
Diocesan  Conventions,  to  give  a  particular  notice 
thereof  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  of  this 
Church  in  every  Diocese.0 

§  iv.  At  every  triennial  meeting  of  the  General 
Convention,  a  Treasurer  shall  be  chosen,  who  shall 

a  As  amended,  1877,  and  1880. 
b  Canon  4,  1853;  as  amended,  1871.  c  Canon  1,  1832. 
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remain  in  office  until  the  next  stated  Convention, 
and  until  a  successor  be  appointed.  It  shall  be 
his  duty  to  receive  and  disburse  all  moneys  col 
lected  under  the  authority  of  the  Convention,  and 
of  which  the  collection  and  disbursement  shall  not 
otherwise  be  regulated ;  and  to  invest,  from  time 
to  time,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Convention,  such 
surplus  funds  as  he  may  have  on  hand.  His  ac 
count  shall  be  rendered  triennially  to  the  Conven 
tion,  and  shall  be  examined  by  a  Committee  acting 
under  its  authority.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  Treasurer,  it  shall  be  supplied  by  an 
appointment  to  be  made  by  the  Ecclesiastical 
Authority  of  the  Diocese  to  which  he  belonged ; 
and  the  person  so  appointed  shall  continue  to  act 
until  an  appointment  be  made  by  the  Convention.* 

§  v.  In  order  that  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  General  Convention  may  be  defrayed,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  Diocesan  Conventions 
to  forward  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Con 
vention,  at  or  before  any  meeting  of  the  General 
Convention,  three  dollars  for  each  Clergyman 
within  such  Diocese. b 
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CANON    2. 

Of  Standing  Committees. 

§  i.  In  every  Diocese  there  shall  be  a  Standing 
Committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Convention 
thereof,  whose  duties,  except  so  far  as  provided 
for  by  the  Canons  of  the  General  Convention, 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  Canons  of  the  respec 
tive  Dioceses.  They  shall  elect  from  their  own 
body  a  President  and  a  Secretary.  They  may 
meet  on  their  own  adjournment  from  time  to 
time ;  and  the  President  shall  have  power  to  sum 
mon  special  meetings  whenever  he  shall  deem  it 
necessary. 


§  ii.  In  every  Diocese  where  there  is  a  Bishop, 
the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  a  Council  of 
Advice  to  the  Bishop.  They  shall  be  summoned 
on  the  requisition  of  the  Bishop,  whenever  he 
shall  wish  for  their  advice.  And  they  may  meet 
of  their  own  accord,  and  agreeably  to  their  own 
rules,  when  they  may  be  disposed  to  advise  the 
Bishop. 

§  iii.  When  there  is  no  Bishop,  the  Standing 
Committee  is  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  for  all 
purposes  declared  in  these  Canons.* 

a  Canon,  1832. 
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CANON    3. 

Of  Congregations  and  Parishes. 

§  i.  Whereas,  a  question  may  arise  whether  a 
congregation  within  the  Diocese  of  any  Bishop,  or 
within  any  Diocese  in  which  there  is  not  yet  any 
Bishop  settled,  may  unite  themselves  with  the 
Church  in  any  other  Diocese,  it  is  hereby  deter 
mined  and  declared  that  all  such  unions  shall  be 
considered  as  irregular  and  void ;  and  that  every 
congregation  of  this  Church  shall  be  considered  as 
belonging  to  the  body  of  the  Church  of  the  Dio 
cese  within  the  limits  of  which  they  dwell,  or 
within  which  there  is  seated  a  Church  to  which 
they  belong.  And  no  Clergyman,  having  a  Parish 
or  cure  in  more  than  one  Diocese,  shall  have  a  seat 
in  the  Convention  of  any  Diocese  other  than  that  in 
which  he  resides.* 

§  ii.  [1.]  The  ascertainment  and  defining  of  the 
boundaries  of  existing  Parishes  or  parochial  cures, 
as  well  as  the  establishment  of  a  new  Church  or 
Congregation,  and  forming  a  new  Parish  within 
the  limits  of  any  other  Parish,  is  left  to  the  action 
of  the  several  Diocesan  Conventions,  for  the  Dio 
ceses  respectively. 

[2.]  Until  a  Canon  or  other  regulation  of  a 
Diocesan  Convention  shall  have  been  adopted,  the 
formation  of  new  Parishes,  or  establishment  of 
new  Churches  or  Congregations  within  the  limits 
of  other  Parishes,  shall  be  vested  in  the  Bishop  of 

•  Canon  43,  1832. 
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the  Diocese,  acting  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con 
sent  of  the  Standing  Committee  thereof;  and  in 
case  of  there  being  no  Bishop,  in  the  Ecclesiastical 
Authority. 

[3.]  Nothing  contained  in  this  Section  shall  af 
fect  any  legal  rights  of  property  of  any  Parish. a 

0 

§  iii.  [1.]  It  shall  be  lawful,  under  the  condi 
tions  hereinafter  stated,  to  organize  a  Church  or 
Congregation  in  any  foreign  country  (other  than 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  colonies  and 
dependencies  thereof),  and  not  within  the  limits 
of  any  foreign  Missionary  Bishop  of  this  Church. 

[2.]  The  Bishop  in  charge  of  such  Congrega 
tions,  and  the  Standing  Committee  hereinafter  pro 
vided  for,  may  authorize  any  Presbyter  of  this 
Church  to  officiate  temporarily  at  any  place  to  bo 
named  by  them,  within  any  such  foreign  country, 
upon  being  satisfactorily  assured  that  it  is  expe 
dient  to  establish  at  such  place  a  Congregation  of 
this  Church.  Such  Presbyter,  having  publicly 
officiated  at  such  place  not  less  than  four  Sundays 
consecutively,  may  give  notice,  in  the  time  of 
Divine  Service,  that  a  meeting  of  the  members  of 
this  Church  attending  such  services  will  be  held,  at 
a  time  and  place  to  be  named  by  him,  to  organize  a 
Church  or  Congregation.  All  male  persons  of  full 
:igc  belonging  to  this  Church  may  take  part  in  said 
meeting.  And  the  said  meeting  may  proceed  to 
Jlfcct  an  organization,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
he  said  Bishop  and  Standing  Committee,  and  in 

•  Canon  of  1859. 
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conformity  to  such  regulations  as  the  said  Standing 
Committee  may  prescribe. 

[3.]  Such  Church  or  Congregation  shall  be  re 
quired,  in  its  Constitution,  or  Plan,  or  Articles  of 
Organization,  to  recognize  and  accede  to  the  Con 
stitution,  Canons,  Doctrine,  Discipline,  and  Wor 
ship  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  particularly  to  sub 
mit  to  and  abide  by  such  directions  as  may  be,  from 
time  to  time,  received  from  the  Bishop  in  charge, 
and  the  Standing  Committee  hereinafter  provided 
for,  in  order  to  its  being  received  under  the  direc 
tion  of  the  General  Convention  of  this  Church. 

[4.]  In  order  to  such  reception,  it  shall  be  re 
quired  to  declare  its  desire  therefor,  duly  certified 
by  the  Minister,  one  Churchwarden,  and  two  Ves 
trymen  or  Trustees  of  said  Church  or  Congre 
gation. 

[5.]  Such  certificate,  and  the  Constitution,  Plan, 
or  Articles  of  Organization,  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  General  Convention  during  its  session,  or  to  the 
Presiding  Bishop  of  the  House  of  Bishops  at  any 
other  time ;  and  in  case  the  same  are  found  satis 
factory,  a  certificate  thereof  shall  be  forwarded  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  House  of  Deputies  of  the 
General  Convention,  who  shall  thereupon  place 
its  name  on  the  list  of  foreign  Churches  under 
the  direction  of  the  General  Convention;  and  also 
a  copy  of  the  same  shall  be  forwarded  to  and  filed 
by  fhe  Registrar  of  the  Church,  and  such  Church 
or  Congregation  shall  thereupon  become  subject 
to  and  placed  under  the  Episcopal  government 
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and  jurisdiction  of  such  Presiding  Bishop  for  the 
time  being. 

[6.]  Such  Presiding  Bishop  may,  from  time  to 
time,  by  written  commission  under  his  own  signa 
ture  and  seal,  assign  to  any  other  Bishop  of  this 
Church,  having  jurisdiction  in  the  United  States, 
the  full  Episcopal  charge  of  one  or  more  of  such 
Churches  or  Congregations,  and  the  Clergymen 
officiating  therein,  for  such  period  of  time  as  he 
may  deem  expedient:  Provided,  such  commissions 
shall  not  extend  to  a  period  longer  than  three 
years,  and  shall  then  cease  and  determine,  unless 
renewed  by  the  Presiding  Bishop. 

[7.]  To  aid  tiro  Presiding  Bishop,  or  the  Bishop 
in  charge  of  these  foreign  Churches,  in  adminis 
tering  the  afl'airs  of  the  same,  and  in  settling  such 
questions  as  may,  by  means  of  their  peculiar  situa 
tion,  arise,  there  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee,  to 
consist  of  communicants  of  this  Church,  who  shall 
bo  chosen  and  elected  as  follows  :  Each  Church  or 
Congregation,  thus  in  union  with  the  General  Con 
vention,  shall  have  the  right  to  nominate,  to  the 
Bishop  in  charge,  one  person,  who  shall  be  a  com 
municant,  and  the  General  Convention  shall  nomi 
nate  four  persons,  of  whom  two  at  least  shall  be 
Clergymen,  who  shall  hold  office  until  the  General 
Convention  next  ensuing,  and  until  their  successors 
are  elected,  and  together  they  shall  constitute  the 
said  Standing  Committee,  of  which  the  Bishop  in 
charge  of  said  foreign  Churches  shall  be  the  chair 
man.  Said  Committee  shall  have  power  to  fill  all 
vacancies  in  the  same.  A  majority  of  all  the  mem- 
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bers  resident  in  the  United  States  shall  be  a  quo 
rum.  This  Standing  Committee  shall  be  a  Council 
of  Advice  to  the  Bishop.  They  shall  be  summoned 
on  the  requisition  of  the  Bishop,  whenever  he  shall 
desire  their  advice.  And  they  may  meet  of  their 
own  accord,  and  agreeably  to  their  own  rules,  when 
they  may  be  disposed  to  advise  the  Bishop. 

[8.]  In  case  a  Clergyman  in  charge  of  either 
of  these  Congregations  in  foreign  lands  shall  be 
charged  with  cither  of  the  punishable  offences,  as 
specified  in  Section  i  of  Canon  2  of  Title  II  of 
the  Digest,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Bishop  in 
charge  of  such  Churches  to  summon  the  Standing 
Committee  above  provided  for,  and  to  see  that  an 
inquiry  be  instituted  as  to  the  truth  of  such  public 
charges ;  and  should  there  be  reasonable  grounds 
for  believing  them  to  be  true,  the  Bishop  in 
charge  and  the  Standing  Committee,  shall  appoint 
a  Commission,  consisting  of  three  Clergymen  and 
two  Laymen,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  obtain  ail 
the  evidence  in  the  case  from  the  parties  inter 
ested,  and  who  shall,  if  possible,  hold  their  meet 
ing  in  the  place  where  the  accused  resides,  giving 
to  the  accused  all  rights  under  the  Canons  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  which  can  be  exer 
cised  in  a  foreign  land.  The  judgment  of  said 
Commission,  solemnly  made  and  subscribed  to, 
shall  then  bo  sent  to  the  Bishop  in  charge,  and  to 
the  Presiding  Bishop,  and,  if  approved  by  them, 
shall  bo  carried  into  effect :  Provided,  that  no  such 
Commission  shall  recommend  any  other  discipline 
than  admonition  or  removal  from  his  charge  as 
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Minister  of  said  Congregation.  Should  the  result 
of  the  inquiry  of  the  aforementioned  Commission 
reveal  evidence  tending  to  show  that  said  Clergy 
man  deserves  a  severer  discipline,  then  all  the 
documents  in  the  case  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Presiding  Bishop,  who  shall  then  proceed 
against  said  Clergyman  (as  far  as  possible)  accord 
ing  to  the  Canon  of  Discipline,  under  Title  II  of 
the  Digest,  and  the  Diocesan  Canons  of  the  Dio 
cese  of  the  said  Presiding  Bishop. 

[9.]  If  there  be  but  one  such  Church  or  Con 
gregation  within  the  limits  of  any  city,  said  city 
shall  be  deemed  the  parochial  cure  of  the  Minister 
having  charge  of  the  same,  and  no  new  Church 
or  Congregation  shall  be  established  therein,  unless 

o      o 

with  the  consent  of  the  Bishop  in  charge,  and  of 
the  Standing  Committee  herein  appointed.  Nor 
shall  any  Church  or  Congregation  be  organized  in 
any  foreign  city,  under  the  provisions  of  this  Canon, 
unless  with  the  approval  of  the  Bishop  in  charge, 
and  the  Standing  Committee  herein  provided  for. 

[10.]  In  cases  of  difference  between  the  Minis 
ter  and  his  Congregation,  the  Bishop  in  charge 
shall,  with  the  Standing  Committee,  duly  examine 
the  same,  and  said  Bishop  and  Standing  Commit 
tee  shall  have  full  power  to  settle,  and,  if  possible, 
adjust  such  differences  upon  the  recognized  princi 
ples  of  Ecclesiastical  law,  as  laid  down  in  the  Canon 
law  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

[11.]  No  Clergyman  shall  be  allowed  to  take 
charge  of  such  Congregation  until  he  shall  have 
been  nominated  by  the  Vestry  thereof  (or,  if  there 
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Of  the  Organization  of  New  Dioceses. 


be  no  such  Vestry,  by  the  Standing  Committee, 
provided  for  by  this  Canon) ,  and  approved  by  the 
Bishop  in  charge ;  and  when  such  appointment 
shall  have  been  accepted  by  the  Clergyman  so 
appointed,  he  shall  be  transferred  to  the  jurisdic 
tion  of  the  Bishop  in  charge.* 


CANON    4. 

Of  the  Organization  of  New  Dioceses* 

§  i.  Whenever  any  new  Diocese  shall  be  formed 
within  the  limits  of  any  other  Diocese,  or  by  the 
junction  of  two  or  more  Dioceses,  or  parts  of  Dio 
ceses,  and  the  same  shall  have  been  ratified  by  the 
General  Convention,  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese 
within  the  limits  of  which  another  is  formed,  or  in 
case  of  the  junction  of  two  or  more  Dioceses,  or 
parts  of  Dioceses,  the  Bishop  of  eldest  consecration 
over  the  Dioceses  furnishing  portions  of  such  new 
Diocese,  shall  thereupon  call  the  Primary  Conven 
tion  of  the  new  Diocese,  for  the  purpose  of  en 
abling  it  to  organize,  and  shall  fix  the  time  and 
place  of  holding  the  same,  such  place  being  within 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  new  Diocese. 

§  ii.  In  case  there  should  be  no  Bishop  who  can 
call  sucn  Primary  Convention,  pursuant  to  the  fore 
going  provisions,  then  the  duty  of  calling  such 
Convention  for  the  purpose  of  organizing,  and  the 
duty  of  fixing  the  time  and  place  of  its  meeting, 

•  As  amended,  1877.          b  See  the  Constitution,  Article  5,  1856. 
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shall  bo  vested  in  the  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Diocese  within  the  limits  of  which  the  new  one  is 
erected,  or  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  eldest  of 
the  Dioceses  by  the  junction  of  which,  or  parts  of 
which,  the  new  Diocese  may  be  formed.  And 
such  Standing  Committee  shall  make  such  call  im 
mediately  after  the  ratification  of  a  division  by  the 
General  Convention.* 

§  iii.  Whenever  one  Diocese  is  about  to  be  di 
vided  into  two  Dioceses,  the  Convention  of  such 
Diocese  shall  declare  which  portion  thereof  is  to  be 
the  new  Diocese,  and  shall  make  the  same  known 
to  the  General  Convention  before  the  ratification  of 
such  division.1* 

§  iv.  Whenever  the  formation  of  a  new  Diocese 
shall  be  ratified  by  the  General  Convention,  such 
new  Diocese  shall  be  considered  as  admitted  under 
Article  5  of  the  Constitution,  so  soon  as  it  shall 
have  organized  in  Primary  Convention,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  in  the  previous  Sections  of  this 
Canon,  and  the  naming  of  the  new  Diocese  shall  be 
a  part  of  its  organization.0 


CANON    5. 

Of  the  Requisites  of  a  Quorum. 

In  all  cases  in  which  a  Canon  of  the  General 
Convention  directs  a  duty  to  be  performed,  or  a 
power  to  be  exercised,  by  a  Standing  Committee, 

•  Amended  1874.         b  Canon  8, 1838.          •  §  iv  added  1871. 
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or  by  the  Clerical  members  thereof,  or  by  any  other 
body  consisting  of  several  members,  a  majority  of 
the  said  members,  the  whole  having  been  duly 
cited  to  meet,  shall  be  a  quorum ;  and  a  majority 
of  the  quorum  so  convened  shall  be  competent  to 
act,  unless  the  contrary  is  expressly  required  by 
the  Canon. a 


CANON    6. 

Authorizing  the  Formation  of  a  Federate  Conven 
tion  or  Council  of  the  Dioceses  within  any 
State. 

§  i.  It  is  hereby  declared  lawful  for  the  Dio 
ceses  now  existing  or  hereafter  to  exist,  within  the 
limits  of  any  State  or  Commonwealth,  to  establish 
for  themselves  a  Federate  Convention  or  Council 
representing  such  Dioceses,  which  may  deliberate 
and  decide  upon  the  common  interests  of  the 
Church  within  the  limits  aforesaid ;  but  before 
any  determinate  action  of  such  Convention  or 
Council  shall  be  had,  the  powers  proposed  to  be 
exercised  shall  be  submitted  to  the  General  Con 
vention  for  its  approval. 

§  ii.  Any  such  Federate  Convention  or  Council 
may  exercise  any  powers  that  shall  have  been  pre 
viously  approved  by  the  General  Convention  for 
any  other  Federate  Convention  or  Council. 

§  iii.  Nothing  in  this  Canon  shall  be  construed 
as  forbidding  any  Federate  Council  from  taking 
such  action  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  secure 
such  legislative  enactments  as  the  common  interests 
of  the  Church  in  the  State  may  require.1* 

a  Canon  of  1855.  b  Canon  of  18(58;  amended,  1883. 
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CANON    7. 

Of  the  Constitution  of  the  Domestic  and  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

§  *.  The  Constitution  of  the  said  Society,  which 
was  incorporated  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  is  hereby  amended  and 
established  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Constitution  of  the  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  as  established  in  1820, 
and  since  amended  at  various  times. 

ARTICLE  I.  This  institution  shall  be  denomi 
nated  The  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missionary  So 
ciety  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Cb'irch  in  the 
United  States  of  America. 

ARTICLE  II.  This  Society  shall  be  considered 
as  comprehending  all  persons  who  are  members  of 
this  Church. 

ARTICLE  III.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Mis 
sions  of  sucli  Society,  composed  of  the  Bishops  of 
this  Church,  and  the  members  for  the  time  being  of 
the  House  of  Deputies  of  the  General  Convention, 
the  Delegates  from  the  Missionary  Jurisdictions 
to  the  said  House  of  Deputies,  and  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  as  hereinafter  described. 
The  Board  of  Missions  thus  constituted  shall  con 
vene  on  the  third  day  of  the  session  of  the  General 
Convention,  and  shall  sit  from  time  to  time  as  the 
business  of  the  Board  shall  demand. 
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ARTICLE  IV.  There  shall  be  appointed  at  every 
triennial  meeting  of  the  General  Convention  a 
Missionary  Council,  comprising  all  the  Bishops  of 
this  Church,  an  equal  number  of  Presbyters,  and 
an  equal  number  of  laymen,  which  shall  meet  an 
nually,  except  in  those  years  appointed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Board  of  Mana 
gers  with  the  approval  of  the  Presiding  Bishop, 
which  shall  be  competent  to  take  all  necessary  ac 
tion  in  regard  to  the  Missionary  work  of  the 
Church  which  shall  not  conflict  with  the  general 
policy  of  the  Board  as  from  time  to  time  deter 
mined  at  its  triennial  sessions. 

There  shall  also  be  appointed  in  like  manner  a 
Board  of  Managers,  to  be  selected  from  the  Mis 
sionary  Council,  comprising  the  Presiding  Bishop, 
as  President,  and  fifteen  other  Bishops,  fifteen 
Presbyters,  and  fifteen  laymen,  who  shall  have 
the  management  of  the  general  missions  of  this 
Church ;  and,  when  the  Board  of  Missions  is  not 
in  session,  shall  exercise  all  the  corporate  powers 
of  the  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missionary  Societ}r ; 
they  shall  remain  in  office  until  their  successors 
are  chosen,  and  they  shall  have  power  to  fill  any 
vacancies  that  ma}r  occur  in  their  number : 

Provided,  that  the  election  to  fill  such  vacan 
cies  shall  be  restricted  to  an  election  from  the 
members  of  the  Missionary  Council. 

All  other  Bishops  of  this  Church,  together  with 
the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Domestic  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  shall  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board 
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and  have  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  elect 
ed  members,  except  the  right  to  vote. 

Whenever  demanded  by  one-fifth  of  the  mem 
bers  present,  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  voting  shall  be  necessary  to  any  act  of 
the  Board.  In  all  annual  appropriations,  and  in 
enteling  upon  or  abandoning  any  Missionary  field, 
as  also  in  changing  the  By-laws,  a  majority  must 
be  present.  For  all  other  business  the  Board  may, 
by  a  By-law,  determine  the  quorum. 

The  Board  of  Managers  shall  make  a  full  and 
complete  triennial  report  to  the  General  Conven 
tion,  constituted  as  the  Board  of  Missions,  on  or 
before  the  third  day  of  the  Session  of  the  General 
Convention,  and  a  similar  report  to  the  Missionary 
Council  at  its  annual  meetings,  comprising  such 
an  outline  of  the  Missionary  work  prosecuted  dur 
ing  the  preceding  year  as  may  serve  to  give  a  com 
prehensive  view  of  the  progress,  prospects  and 
present  condition  of  the  work  of  the  Society  in 
the  several  parts  of  the  Domestic  and  Foreign 
fields.a 

ARTICLE  V.  The  Board  of  Managers  is  author 
ized  to  form  such  committees  as  it  may  deem  de 
sirable  to  promote  the  Missionary  work  and  to 
appoint  such  officers  as  shall  be  needful  for  carry 
ing  on  such  work,  and  to  enact  all  By-laws,  for  its 
own  government  and  the  government  of  its  com 
mittees  and  officers. b 

ARTICLE  VI.  The  Board  of  Managers  is  en 
trusted  with  power  to  establish  and  regulate  such 
missions  as  are  not  placed  under  Episcopal  Super 
vision. 

»  As  amended,  1880.  b  As  amended,  1886. 
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In  all  organized  Dioceses  and  Missionary  Juris 
dictions  having  Bishops  in  the  Domestic  field,  it  is 
authorized  to  make  annual  appropriations  to  be 
disbursed  by  the  Bishops  with  the  approval  of  the 
Standing  Committee  or  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Diocese  or  Jurisdiction,  and  whenever  any 
of  said  Bishops  may  so  elect,  the  Board  of  Mana 
gers  shall  act  as  above  provided  instead  of  such 
Standing  Committee  or  said  Diocesan  Board  of 
Missions :  Provided,  that  no  part  of  such  annual 
appropriations  shall  be  expended  for  any  other 
purpose  than  the  support  of  Missionaries,  or  the 
supply  of  Mission  Stations  with  clerical  service, 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Mana 
gers  ;  and  an  itemized  account  of  the  expenditure 
of  all  appropriations  shall  be  made  annually  to  the  l 
President  of  the  Board  of  Managers ;  and,  Pro 
vided,  that  in  the  management  of  the  Foreign  Mis 
sions,  the  Bishops  shall  have  as  their  Council  of 
advice  the  Board  of  Managers  for  the  general 
schedule  of  expenditures ;  but  for  the  details  of 
the  local  work,  they  may  have  as  their  Council 
of  advice  the  Standing  Committees  of  their  respec 
tive  Jurisdictions.* 

ARTICLE  VII.  The  salary  of  a  Missionary 
Bishop  shall  be  fixed  at  or  before  the  time  of  his 
election,  to  take  effect  from  the  date  of  his  Conse 
cration,  and  shall  not  be  diminished  during  his 
official  relation  to  the  Board  of  Missions  without 
his  consent.  But  all  contributions  by  the  Mis 
sionary  Jurisdictions  for  the  support  of  their 
Bishops  shall  be  reported  to  the  Board  of  Man 
agers  and  accounted  for  as  a  part  of  such  salary. 

a  As  amended,  188(5. 
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Whenever  the  Board  shall  be  satisfied  of  the 
ability  of  a  Missionary  Jurisdiction  to  support  its 
Bishop  with  a  salary  not  less  than  that  provided 
for  at  his  Consecration,  the  relation  of  such  Mis 
sionary  Bishop  to  the  Board  of  Missions  may  be 
terminated  by  said  Board.a 

ARTICLE  VIII.  No  person  shall  be  appointed 
a  Missionary  who  is  not  at  the  time  a  Minister 
in  regular  standing  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  or  of  some  Church  in  communion  with 
this  Church  ;  but  nothing  in  this  Section  shall 
preclude  the  Board  of  Managers  from  employing 
laymen  or  women,  members  of  this  Church,  or  of 
some  Church  in  communion  with  the  same,  to  do 
Missionary  work. 

ARTICLE  IX.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall 
have  power  to  appoint  local  agents  to  represent 
the  Society  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and 
is  authorized  to  promote  the  formation  of  auxiliary 
Missionary  Associations,  whose  contributions,  as 
well  as  those  specially  appropriated  by  individuals, 
shall  be  received  and  paid  in  accordance  with  the 
wish  of  the  donors,  when  expressed  in  writing. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
to  arrange  for  public  Missionary  meetings,  to  be 
held  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  be  deter 
mined  upon,  to  which  all  auxiliaries  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Managers  may  send  representa- 
tives.b 

ARTICLE  X.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered 
or  amended  at  any  time  by  the  General  Conven 
tion  of  this  Church. 


"  As  amended,  1886. 


b  As  amended,  1886. 
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§  ii.  All  Canons,  and  all  action  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  the  General  Convention,  so  far  as  in 
consistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  Canon  and 
of  such  amended  Constitution,  are  hereby  re 
pealed  :  Provided,  however,  that  nothing  herein 
shall  in  any  manner  impair  or  affect  any  corporate 
rights  of  the  said  society,  or  any  vested  right 
whatever. 

§  iii.  This  Canon  shall  take  effect  immediately .a 

*  Canon  of  1871 :  as  amended,  1877,  1880,  and  1883. 
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CANON    1. 

Of  Repealed  Canons. 

WHENEVER  there  shall  be  a  repealing  clause  in 
any  Canon,  and  the  said  Canon  shall  be  repealed, 
such  repeal  shall  not  be  a  re-enactment  of  the 
Canon  or  Canons  repealed  by  the  said  repealing 
clause.8 

CANON    2. 

Of  the  Enactment,  Amendment,  and  Repeal  of 
Canons. 

§  i.  In  all  cases  of  future  enactment,  the  same, 
if  by  way  of  amendment  of  an  existing  provision, 
shall  be  in  the  following  form  :  "  Title — ,  Canon 
— ,  Section  — ,  Clause  — ,  is  hereby  amended  so  as 
to  read  as  follows."  And  if  the  enactment  is  of  an 
additional  Clause,  Section,  or  Canon,  it  shall  be 
designated  as  the  next  Canon  or  next  Section,  or 
next  Clause  of  a  Canon  or  Section,  in  the  order  of 
numbering  of  the  Title  to  which  the  subject  prop 
erly  belongs ;  and  if  a  Canon  or  Section  or  Clause 
be  stricken  out,  the  existing  numbering  shall  be 
retained  until  a  new  edition  of  the  Canons  be  di 
rected,  or  until  changed  as  in  the  next  Section 
provided.5 

•  Canon  11,  1838.  b  As  amended,  1877. 
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§  ii.  The  Committee  on  Canons  of  each  House 
of  the  General  Convention  shall,  at  the  close  of 
each  Session  of  the  General  Convention,  appoint 
two  of  their  number  to  certify  the  changes,  if  any, 
made  in  the  Canons,  including  a  correction  of  the 
references  made  in  any  Canon  to  another,  and  to 
report  the  same,  with  the  proper  arrangement 
thereof,  to  the  Secretary,  who  shall  print  the  same 
in  the  Journals 


CANON    3. 

Of  the  Time  of  these  Canons  taking  Effect. 

These  Canons  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1860  ;  from  and 
after  which  day  all  other  Canons  of  this  Church  are 
hereby,  and  shall  be  deemed  to  be,  repealed :  Pro 
vided,  that  such  repeal  shall  not  affect  any  case  of 
a  violation  of  existing  Canons  committed  before 
that  date;  but  such  case  shall  be  governed  by 
the  same  law  as  if  no  such  repeal  had  taken 
pi  ace. b 


CANON    4. 

Of  the  Time  when  New  Canons  shall  take  Effect. 

All  Canons  hereafter  enacted,  unless  otherwise 
specially  ordered,  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day 
of  January  following  the  adjournment  of  the  Gen 
eral  Convention  at  which  they  are  made.c 

•  Added,  1859 ;  amended,  1877.     b  Canon  of  1859.     •  Canon  of  1871. 
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The  foregoing  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Constitution  and 
Canons. 

ALFRED  LEE,   D.D.,   LL.D., 

Bishop  Presiding. 

Attest,  WILLIAM  TATLOCK,  D.D., 

Secretary  of  the  House  of  Bishops. 

MORGAN  DIX,  D.D.,  D.C.L., 

President  of  the  House  of  Deputies. 

Attest,  CHARLES  L.  HUTCHINS, 

Secretary  of  the  House  of  Deputies. 

CHICAGO,  Oct.  28,  A.D.  1886. 


JOINT  COMMITTEE  TO  CERTIFY  THE  CHANGES  MADE  IN  THE  CANONS  BY 
THE  GENERAL  CONVENTION  OF  THE  PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  HELD  IN  THE  CITY  OF  CHICAGO, 
ILL.,  IN  THE  MONTH  OF  OCTOBER,  A.D.  1886. 


WILLIAM  STEVENS  PERRY,  D.D.,  LL.D., 


Bishop  of  Iowa, 


ALFRED  AUGUSTIN   WATSON,  D.D., 


Bishop  of  East  Carolina, 


Committee 
on  the  part 
of  the  House 
of  Bishops. 


GEORGE  S.   CONVERSE 
FREDERICK  PARKER 


E,  )   •  Committee  on  the  part 

DAVENPORT,  f  of  the  House  of  Deputies. 
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APPENDIX. 


Joint  Resolution  of  the  Two  Houses  of  General 
Convention  on  the  duty  of  the  Clergy  of  this 
Church  in  the  matter  of  bearing  arms  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
that  it  is  incompatible  with  the  duty,  position,  and 
sacred  calling  of  the  Clergy  of  this  Church  to  bear 
arms. 

Explanatory  Note,  by  the  House  of  Clerical  and 
Lay  Deputies: 

The  spirit  and  intent  of  this  resolution  do  not 
extend  to  the  office  of  Chaplain  in  either  branch  of 
the  Military  Service,  nor  to  that  of  Professor  or 
Instructor  in  any  Military  or  Naval  Academy. 
The  duties  of  these  offices  are  civil,  and  entirely 
compatible  with  the  duties  of  the  Sacred  Ministry. 


©rbcr. 

Of  the  Organization  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  and 

prescribing  the  Duties  of  the  Secretary. b 
(Adopted  October  15,  1841;  amended  October  2,  1844,  October 

9,  1874,  October  26,  1874,  October  8,  1877,  October  26,  1877, 

and  October  15,  1883.)  t 

§  i.  At  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Convention,  the  Secretary, 
or  in  his  absence  one  of  the  Assistant  Secrcta- 

*  Appendix  and  Explanatory  Note,  ordered  in  1865. 

b  Ordered  to  be  printed  as  an  appendix  to  the  Digest,  1874. 


The  Clergy  not 
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ORDER. 


Election  of  officers. 


Their  duties. 


Duties  of  the 
Secretary. 


Duration  of  office. 
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Organization  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  etc. 

ries,  in  the  order  of  their  appointment,  or  in  the 
absence  of  all,  the  person  appointed  as  hereinafter 
provided  by  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Dio 
cese  in  which  the  General  Convention  is  to  meet, 
shall  call  to  order  the  members  present  of  the 
House  of  Deputies,  and  record  the  names  of  those 
whose, testimonials,  in  due  form,  shall  have  been 
presented  to  him ;  which  record  shall  be  prima 
facie  evidence  that  the  persons  whose  names  are 
therein  recorded  are  entitled  to  seats  in  the  House 
of  Deputies.  If  there  be  a  quorum  present,  by 
the  record,  the  Secretary  shall  so  declare,  and  the 
House  shall  proceed  to  organize  by  the  election  by 
ballot  of  a  President  from  the  members  of  the 
House,  and  of  a  Secretary;  and  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  cast  shall  be  necessary  to  an  election. 
So  soon  as  a  President  and  Secretary  have  been 
elected,  a  committee  shall  be  appointed  to  wait 
upon  the  House  of  Bishops,  and  inform  them  of 
the  organization  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  and  its 
readiness  to  proceed  to  business. 

The  Secretary  shall  keep  full  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  House ;  transcribe  them,  with 
all  reports,  into  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose  ; 
preserve  the  Journal  and  Records  of  the  House ; 
deliver  them  to  his  successor ;  and  perform  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  directed  or  assigned  to  him 
by  the  House.  He  may-,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  House,  appoint  three  Assistant  Secretaries, 
and  the  Secretary  and  Assistant  Secretaries  shall 
continue  in  office  until  the  organization  of  the  next 
Convention,  and  until  their  successors  be  chosen. 


ORDER. 


§  ii,  iii. 


Organization  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  etc. 


If,  during  the  recess  of  the  General  Convention,  a 
vacancy  should  occur  in  the  office  of  Secretary, 
the  duties  thereof  shall  devolve  upon  the  Assistant 
Secretaries ;  or  if  the  Assistant  Secretaries  shall 
die'  or  resign,  a  Secretary  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese  in  which 
the  next  General  Convention  is  to  meet. 

§  ii.  In  order  to  aid  the  Secretary  in  preparing 
the  list  specified  in  the  preceding  section,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Convention  of 
every  Diocese  to  forward  to  him,  as  soon  as  may 
be  practicable,  a  copy  of  the  Journal  of  the  Dio 
cesan  Convention,  together  with  a  certified  copy 
of  the  Testimonials  of  Members  aforesaid.  He 
shall  also  forward  a  duplicate  copy  of  such  Testi 
monials  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese 
in  which  the  next  General  Convention  is  to  meet. 

§  iii.  The  Secretary  of  the  House  of  Deputies 
and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Convention,  although  not 
returned  as  Deputies  to  the  Convention,  shall  be 
entitled  to  seats  upon  the  floor  of  the  House,  and, 
with  the  approval  of  the  President,  to  speak  on 
the  subjects  of  their  respective  offices. 

§  iv.  Previous  to  the  meeting  of  each  General 
Convention,  the  Secretary  of  the  last  Convention, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Deputies  from  the  Dio- 
•cese  in  which  the  Convention  is  to  be  held,  shall 
determine  by  lot  the  seats  to  be  occupied  by  each 
delegation. 


Vacancy  during  a 
recess. 


Duty  of  Diocesan 
Secretaries. 


Privileges  of  the 
Secretary  and  the 
Treasurer. 


Secretary  to  de 
termine  by  lot  the 
ftcats  of  the 
Deputies. 
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STANDING  ORDER  AND  RESOLUTION 
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StcwMng 


Of  Delegates  from  Missionary  Jurisdictions. 

(Adopted  by  the  House  of  Deputies,  October  24,  1871 ;  amend 
ed,  October  27,  1880;  and  also  amended,  October,  1883.) 

Resolved,  That  one  Clerical  and  one  Lay  Dele 
gate,  to  be  chosen  by  any  Convocation  of  all  the 
Clergy  and  representatives  of  the  Laity,  convoked 
by  the  authority  of  the  Bishop  of  any  Missionary 
Jurisdiction  of  this  Church,  shall  have  seats  as 
signed  to  them  in  this  House,  with  similar  privi 
leges  to.  those  of  Deputies,  except  that  they  shall 
have  no  vote  on  any  question  or  matter :  and  that 
this  be  a  Standing  Qrder  of  the  House. 


Evolution. 


Of  the  Expenses  of  the  Presiding  Bishop. 
(Adopted  by  the  House  of  Deputies,  October  18,  1877.) 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  instructed  to 
pay,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  order  of  the  Presid 
ing  Bishop  of  the  House  of  Bishops,  such  expenses 
as  he  may  necessarily  incur  in  the  execution  of  Ijis 
office  for  clerk  hire,  printing,  stationery,  etc.,  not 
exceeding  four  hundred  dollars  in  any  one  year; 
it  being  understood  that  the  travelling  expenses  of 
the  Presiding  Bishop  are  paid  by  the  Diocese  or 
other  body  tit  whose  instance  they  are  incurred. 
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